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Week Ending Friday, May 8, 1992 


Proclamation 6429—Law Day, 
U.S.A., 1992 


May 1, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More than 200 years after the adoption of 
our Constitution and Bill of Rights, we Amer- 
icans continue to enjoy a rich heritage of lib- 
erty under law. During this year’s observance 
of Law Day, we celebrate that heritage with 
special pride, as peoples in new democracies 
around the world look to our Nation’s found- 
ing documents—and the laws and institu- 
tions duly derived from them—as the surest 
guarantees of life, liberty, and property rights 
the world has ever known. 

The American Experience demonstrates 
clearly how the rule of law ensures respect 
for the rights of individuals while establishing 
a solid foundation for responsible self-gov- 
ernment. Our Constitution provides for the 
separation of powers within the Federal Gov- 
ernment, including our independent judici- 
ary, and reserves to the States, or to the peo- 
ple, those rights and powers that are not ex- 
pressly delegated to the United States. The 
authority of the Federal Government comes 
entirely from the freely given consent of the 
people and is exercised only in accordance 
with public laws and due process. Indeed, 
the rule of law has endured in the United 
States because of the active and voluntary 
participation of our citizens at all levels of 
government, particularly the local level, and 
because of the deep respect that Americans 
have had historically for our legal system. 

In recent days, the rule of law has been 
challenged in the most profound way. A jury 
verdict as been viewed by a large number 
of Americans as indefensible. There is, how- 
ever, a difference between frustration with 
the law and direct assaults upon it. Those 
frustrated and angered by this outcome must 


understand: in order to remain a civilized so- 
ciety, we must pursue peaceful, orderly 
means of resolving such concerns. The wan- 
ton destruction of human life and property 
is not a legitimate expression of outrage with 
injustice; it is itself injustice. No rationaliza- 
tion, no matter how heartfelt, can make it 
otherwise. The rule of law, the belief in free- 
dom under the law, is a precious legacy— 
and our only means of preserving fairness 
and equality and justice. 

On this occasion, we rededicate ourselves 
with strengthened resolve to ensuring that 
our legal system provides justice and safety 
for all citizens. Equal justice under law is the 
unalienable right of every American. With 
this right comes to each of us a cor- 
responding responsibility to do our part to 
make the American system of justice work 
effectively and fairly, so that the ideals of our 
Nation’s Founders will continue to be 
achieved and the United States will remain 
a shining example of freedom and justice 
throughout the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, in ac- 
cordance with Public Law 87-20 of April 7, 
1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1992, as 
Law Day, U.S.A. I urge all Americans to ob- 
serve this day by reflecting on the timeless 
ideals enshrined in our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and Constitution and on the im- 
portance of the rule of law in protecting the 
rights of each individual. I ask that members 
of the legal profession, civic associations, and 
the media, as well as educators, librarians, 
and public officials, promote the observance 
of this day through appropriate programs and 
activities. I also call on all public officials to 
display the flag of the United States on all 
government buildings on this day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
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States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:30 p.m., May 4, 1992} 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on May 6. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior toa 
Meeting With Cabinet Leaders 


May 4, 1992 


Federal Aid to Cities 


Q. Mr. President, what hopes do you have 
for a long-range help for urban areas like Los 
Angeles? 

The President. We have some very good 
proposals out on the table right now, propos- 
als that clearly have come of age. But we’re 
going to be talking about that today and to- 
morrow, and today we’re probably going to 
think more about what we can do imme- 
diately in the aftermath of this violence. And 
then tomorrow, we'll put it in a little longer 
term perspective. 

But I’m very pleased that it’s calmed down 
out there. And we will do everything we can 
to support the people out there, to make 
things tranquil, and then to help get to the 
core of the problems. 

Q. Do you intend to visit any of the dam- 
aged sites? 

The President. We're talking now about 
the schedule. It will probably change from 
what had been planned. As you know, I 
planned a trip out there for some time, so 
it fits in very nicely. And we had a briefing 
this morning from the Attorney General, 
who’s here, Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Dave Jeremiah about the Federal presence 
on the ground and the state of play on the 
ground. And now we're going to be talking 
with our top people here as to how our var- 
ious Cabinet Departments can assist. And 
then we'll have people going out there, and 
by Thursday a schedule will be worked out 
where I will be able to meet with the key 
participants in this recovery and those who 
also have responsibility for the long run. 
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Q. Are you saying, Mr. President, you have 
no idea what the core of this problem is? 

The President. No, I’m not—didn’t say 
that at all) Helen [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International]. I don’t know how you 
could conclude that from what I just said. 
We have some very good ideas that we have 
out there that would have been extraor- 
dinarily helpful if they'd been put into effect. 
We think homeownership is a very good con- 
cept, and we’ve been fighting for it for a long 
time. So it’s not that we have no idea whatso- 
ever. I don’t imagine how you could have 
concluded that from what I just said. 

Q. You said you were going to look into 
the core of it. 

The President. Well, we don’t think we 
know all the answers. And I think you learn 
from every incident. As history shows, that 
after each one of these uprising, these things 
that have happened, people have taken a look 
to see what they could do to help. And cer- 
tainly we’re willing to do that. I feel obligated 
to do that. And it’s not like we have no idea 
whatsoever. If people had listened to some 
of our Cabinet Departments up on the Hill, 
we might be a little further along. 

Q. How soon do you hope to see U.S. 
troops out of Los Angeles? 

The President. | want to go to work here. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, the President referred to D.E. 
Jeremiah, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of this exchange. 


Remarks at the Unveiling of House 
Minority Leader Robert Michel’s 
Portrait 


May 4, 1992 


Thank you all very much. This is a wonder- 
ful occasion, and we need more like it. And 
may I salute the Chaplain of the House, Jim 
Ford, thank him for the invocation. I thought 
he was giving a speech out there, but it was 
a fine invocation, delighted to see him. 

Of course, being with Bob Dole and Tom 
Foley and Dan Rostenkowski in this friendly, 
wonderful setting is very, very special. And 
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as here to honor our beloved Republican 

leader. I am glad to be here. Whenever you 
hear about somebody being done in oil in 
this town, you can’t be sure that that means 
painting or boiling. [Laughter] But today it 
means honoring. 

And I will confess it took me a while to 
convince Bob that it’s an honor to be framed 
in Washington and hung in the Capitol. 
[Laughter] But before the portrait is hung, 
Bob wanted to make sure it would do what 
the Speaker talked about: play in Peoria. 
Well, it will, in Peoria and the Nation. And 
the reason is very simple, and I think you 
all have heard it here today from his friends, 
all of whom I have great respect for. To know 
you, Bob Michel, is to respect you. 

And for 36 years Bob Michel has, indeed, 
embodied what is best in American politics 
and best about the traditions of the House 
of Representatives. And I speak of honesty 
and fairplay and character and integrity, all 
the qualities that Dan and Bob Dole and 
Tom Foley mentioned. A willingness to gov- 
ern, to work things out, to fight his opponents 
tooth and nail during the day and yet remain 
a good friend, someone they can talk to dur- 
ing the evenings. 

And Bob Michel has stood up for fiscal 
sanity. I think he’s done a lot to help our 
economy. He’s helped keep our military 
strong. And it’s true that he can be a fierce 
partisan. After all, that goes with the Amer- 
ican psyche; that’s the way we are. And Bob 
has been a true American. He won two 
Bronze Stars for his service in World War 
II; then in serving his district, our party, and 
most of all, the future well- -being of our coun- 
try. 

And I haven't seen this portrait over here, 
Corinne, but I’m sure it’s going to depict 
what we admire in your husband: a man of 
conscience, a man whose word is good, a man 
who means what he says, says what he means, 
a man that one fellow Illinoisan would have 
loved very much. Remember Lincoln’s 
words, “The noblest work of God is an honest 
man.” And you've been all of that, Bob, and 
more. And ask anyone who is your colleague, 
which means anyone who is your friend. 

And now it is my pleasure to introduce 
Corinne, Bob’s lovely wife, for the unveiling 
of this official portrait. And I can tell you 
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I’m sure glad to be a part of this program, 
this wonderful program of warmth here 
today. 


Note: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in Statu- 
ary Hall at the Capitol. 


Nomination of Arthur J. Rothkopf To 
Be Deputy Secretary of 
Transportation 


May 4, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Arthur J. Rothkopf, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Deputy Secretary 
of Transportation. He would succeed James 
Buchanan Busey IV. 

Currently Mr. Rothkopf serves as General 
Counsel at the U.S. Department of Trans- 
portation. Prior to this, he served as a partner 
with the law firm of Hogan & Hartson in 
Washington, DC, 1969-91, and as an associ- 
ate, 1967-69. In addition, Mr. Rothkopf has 
served as Associate Tax Legislative Counsel 
with the U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
1963-66. 

Mr. Rothkopf graduated from Lafayette 
College (B.A., 1955) and Harvard Law 
School (LL.B., 1958). He was born May 24, 
1935, in New York, NY. Mr. Rothkopf is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in Wash- 
ington, DC. 


Nomination of Michael James 
Toohey To Be an Assistant Secretary 
of Transportation 


May 4, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Michael James Toohey, of 
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation for Governmental Affairs. He 
would succeed Galen Joseph Reser. 

Since 1989, Mr. Toohey has served as sen- 
ior Washington representative for Ashland 
Oil, Inc. Prior to this, he served as staff direc- 
tor for the Republican staff of the Committee 
on Public Works and Transportation at the 
U.S. House of Representatives in Washing- 
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ton, DC, 1983-89; as staff director for the 
Republican staff of the Committee on Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries at the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 1981-83; and as 
a senior Republican professional staff mem- 
ber at the Committee on Public Works and 
Transportation for the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives, 1978-81. 


Mr. Toohey graduated from the University 
of California at Berkeley, School of Forestry 
and Conservation (B.S., 1971). He was born 
February 1, 1949, in Helena, MT. Mr. 
Toohey served in the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, 1971-75. He is married, has three 
children, and resides in Great Falls, VA. 


Nomination of John C. Harper To Be 
Chairman of the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 


May 4, 1992 


The President has announced his intention 
to appoint the Reverend John C. Harper to 
be Chairman of the Advisory Council on His- 
toric Preservation. He would succeed John 
F. W. Rogers. 


Since 1963, Dr. Harper has served as rec- 
tor of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette 
Square, Washington, DC. He currently 
serves on the Decatur House Council, pre- 
viously served on the Woodrow Wilson 
House Council, and is an ex officio member 
of the National Trust for Historic Preserva- 
tion. He has also been active in the ongoing 
restoration of St. John’s Church and its parish 
house, Ashburton House, both of which are 
listed on the National Historic Register. 


Born in Winthrop, MA, Dr. Harper grad- 
uated from Harvard University (A.B., 1946), 
Episcopal Theological School (B.D., 1953), 
George Washington University (D.D., 1966), 
and Nashotah House (D.C.L., 1983). He is 
married, has three children, and lives in 
Washington, DC. 
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Remarks at the Cinco de Mayo 
Ceremonies 


May 5, 1992 


If I might be informal, Gus, thank you very 
much for the warm introduction and the 
warm welcome. And I just can’t tell you how 
pleased I am to be in this beautiful place. 
There are many familiar faces out there, so 
many Members of both Chambers from 
Mexico. We salute you, and we welcome you 
all. I had a chance to greet the members a 
second ago. Members of the Mexican-Amer- 
ican business community, we’re very pleased 
to have you all here. I see Senator Gramm 
and Representatives Kolbe and Gilman and 
Tallon, all here to salute this show of force 
and show of friendship for the delegates from 
south of the Rio Grande. 


The interparliamentary union, the Mexi- 
can-American interparliamentary _relation- 
ship is a good one, and I can tell some of 
you older members of this delegation that 
I was a member of that interparliamentary 
action back in 1968 and 1969 and 1970. So 
I welcome you all once again. 


I was pleased earlier to see Jose Niiio and 
Raul Yzaguirre, two American leaders who 
do so much for strong relations between 
Mexico and the United States. And, of 
course, I want to take this opportunity to con- 
gratulate President Carlos Salinas for pre- 
serving this remarkable historical landmark 
and for creating the institute to strengthen 
the ties of friendship between our two na- 
tions. 


Relations between the United States and 
Mexico are tremendously important to both 
our countries, and it’s exciting to note, and 
I would note, and I’d say with some pride, 
that relations between Mexico and the Unit- 
ed States have never been better than they 
are now. And I take great pride in that, as 
I say, but I commend especially Carlos Sali- 
nas for the role that he’s played in strength- 
ening this special friendship that benefits 
both our peoples. The Mexican President has 
done an awful lot to hold out his hand to 
us, to emphasize the importance to Mexico 
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of the U.S.-Mexican relationship. And he’s 
done a wonderful job. 

I want to thank all of you for letting me 
share this special day, a day made even more 
meaningful because 1992 marks 500 years of 
Hispanic heritage in this hemisphere. And 
this heritage is a wonderful, rich tapestry that 
our kids, Barbara, and I were lucky enough 
to first experience during our west Texas 
years. I remember our Cinco de Mayo festivi- 
ties out there, exploring the ties between our 
countries: ties of family, friendship, and faith. 
So, my exposure to Cinco de Mayo started 
in the year 1949 out in west Texas, and it’s 
been a part of us ever since. 

The Bushes are very lucky to be able to 
keep that celebration alive. Our daughter-in- 
law, as some of you know, was from Mexico, 
now an American citizen, and we take great 
pride in that. Three of our grandchildren are 
Hispanic-American, and they bring the won- 
der of this dual heritage into our family. I 
have only one complaint with them. All four 
of them, my daughter-in-law and the three 
grandchildren, none of them has been able 
to teach their grandfather to speak Spanish. 
[Laughter] When things calm down a little, 
maybe I can make a little more headway. 

I remember being so proud when Noelle, 
our granddaughter and her mariachi group 
sang at Barbara’s First Ladies luncheon dur- 
ing our inauguration. I heard the mariachi 
group upstairs, and I’m kind of glad that 
there wasn’t a comparison between Noelle’s 
mariachi group and this group of wonderful 
musicians that enlivened the festivities here. 
But I was delighted to hear the music today. 

We all know the facts of Cinco de Mayo, 
that long-ago May 5th when General 
Zaragoza and his outnumbered troops stood 
up to the empire of Napoleon III. Stirring 
facts, but what’s most important is the spirit 
of that day, the spirit of those few poorly- 
armed men who turned the battle into a glo- 
rious symbol. Cinco de Mayo is a symbol of 
the struggle for self-determination against as- 
tounding odds, and it’s the symbol of a brave 
people’s unbeatable determination to fight 
for their own destiny. It’s a day like the 
downing of the Berlin Wall, the vote against 
apartheid, the defeat of Iraq’s aggression: 
events that transform our world and the way 
we see each other. It’s also of course, a na- 


763 


tional holiday, a day of pride in Mexican cul- 
ture, a day of pride in Mexican heritage. 

The Los Angeles Unified School District 
sponsors an annual Cinco de Mayo essay con- 
test, and I just want to share with you a cou- 
ple of the quotes. A senior high school stu- 
dent wrote that this day, and here’s the 
quote, “instilled within me pride and appre- 
ciation for the beauty of my people and the 
richness of my roots.” And a middle school 
student wrote, “The real significance of 
Cinco de Mayo is the pride Mexicans every- 
where have in their heritage.” 

And that’s a glorious thing to celebrate. 
And when I think of the Hispanic community 
in our country, the first words to come to 
mind are faith, family, and freedom. These 
values have been interwoven into the strong, 
bright fabric of the Hispanic tradition for 
generations, and they’re also the very values 
that this Nation was founded on. 

Cinco de Mayo shows that we all have 
debts to our ancestors who took risks and 
made sacrifices for us, whether on the battle- 
field or out in the farm field. And we must 
honor these men and women who ached to 
pass on a richer life, a freer life, a better 
life, who sacrificed all they had in order to 
guarantee opportunity, freedom, and hope 
for their children and their children’s chil- 
dren. One essay winner in this Los Angeles 
contest wrote, “Celebrating the deeds of our 
ancestors helps us keep in touch with our 
history and reminds us of past suffering and 
hardship that brought about the comfort we 
have today.” Cinco de Mayo, it does not be- 
long solely to another land; it’s a celebration 
of ideals that know no border. And today we 
rejoice at the men and women who came 
to this country from across the world, 
brought their finest strengths, their rich cul- 
ture, their proudest tradition and fit them 
into the vibrant mosaic that is America. 

We must also look toward the future to 
prepare the legacy we will leave our children. 
I believe of all the gifts that we could give 
them, the three most important are jobs, 
family, and peace. And the America we will 
leave to our country will be a better land 
and a more just land if we make progress 
here on five key areas. I’m thinking of our 
health care system, our legal system, our edu- 
cation system, our system of Government, 
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and of course, we must expand world trade. 
These are the keys to thriving in the future. 

And so much depends upon trade. Mexico 
and the United States share a great deal. 
President Salinas, as I say, is a dear friend. 
He also is a bold and imaginative leader, and 
the deep and enduring relationship we’re 
forging between our countries is based on 
cooperation, mutual respect, and open trade. 
And I will fight to tear down economic bar- 
riers with Mexico. 

I notice the portrait of Juarez watching us. 
And seeing him reminds me of that great 
fresco I saw upstairs, “The Liberators of the 
American Continent.” For those who haven’t 
seen it, it’s a symbol of the friendship and 
union that we share. It shows the great lead- 
ers of our lands and a picture of North Amer- 
ica and Latin America shaking hands. This 
idealized portrait shows what we’re going to 
achieve in trade because I am absolutely 
committed—put the politics aside—I am ab- 
solutely committed to signing a sound North 
American free trade agreement just as soon 
as possible. The time of opportunity is now. 
I’ve told our negotiators to accelerate their 
work. I believe we can conclude a sound and 
sensible deal before this United States elec- 
tion, and I will sign it just as soon as it’s ready. 

A great lesson of our age is that trade and 
enterprise can build jobs and certainly can 
preserve freedom. NAFTA, the North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement, will be the key 
to higher standards of living for the peoples 
of our continent. I hope it helps, and I’m 
sure it will, the standard of living in Mexico. 
I know it will do the same for the United 
States. And then I believe the benefits will 
flow south where it will open the door for 
other such free trade agreements. It will lib- 
erate our markets, and it will increase trade, 
investment, and jobs, yes jobs, in Mexico, in 
Canada, and right here in the United States 
of America. 

I must say, as I look over here I have a 
little guilt complex because I see Bernie 
Aronson who is working so very hard and in 
such effectiveness to bring forth a trade 
agreement, and he’s done a wonderful job 
in our relationship. Berme, I should have 
mentioned you earlier, but I’m just delighted 
you re here. 
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But as he knows and all of us, I think, 
know, a free trade market made up of these 
three nations, Mexico, Canada, and the Unit- 
ed States, would be the stuff of dreams, one 
of the largest markets in the world; 360 mil- 
lion consumers in a $6 trillion economy. 

Now, Mexico is among the fastest-growing 
national markets for U.S. exports, and they've 
increased by two-thirds just over the past 3 
years. And our exports of auto parts and tele- 
communications equipment have doubled. 
Imagine what will happen under a free trade 
agreement. It will create thousands more 
jobs on both sides of the border. And all of 
us will be winners. And in that spirit of vital 
cooperation, I know that we will grow to- 
gether. 

But all communities within the United 
States need to pause right now in the wake 
of tragic events in Los Angeles. We must 
rethink and reaffirm the bonds that knit all 
nationalities together. The violence brought 
much suffering to the Los Angeles Hispanic 
community. And I am certain that many of 
you, as did I, shared in their pain. And even 
as my heart, too, goes out to them, I found 
in the midst of the devastation, there were 
signs of promise, neighbor helping neighbor, 
regardless of race or cultural background. 

Converging in Los Angeles were three 
fundamental issues of a civilized society: jus- 
tice, order, and tolerance. And these must 
remain our goals as we mend the wounds 
of Los Angeles. From New York to San Anto- 
nio to San Jose, we must redouble our efforts 
to build on our strengths, the same strengths 
of character that are at the heart of the His- 
panic community here in the United States 
and in Mexico as well. 

My friends, I look forward to spending fu- 
ture Cinco de Mayo days with you. I loved 
the music, as I said. I can’t wait to hear it 
again. And thank you very much, Gus, for 
including me in this wonderful day. And 
here’s something my 8-year-old grandson, 
Jebby, did teach me: Vaya con Dios. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:17 p.m. at 
the Mexican Cultural Institute. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Ambassador Gustavo 
Petricioli of Mexico; Jose Nitio, president of 
the U.S.-Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; 
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Raul Yzaguirre, president of the National 
Council of La Raza; and Bernard W. 
Aronson, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs. 


Nomination of Reginald 
Bartholomew To Be U.S. Permanent 
Representative on the Council of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 


May 5, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Reginald Bartholomew, of 
the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Career 
Minister, to be the United States Permanent 
Representative on the Council of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, with the rank 
of Ambassador. He would succeed William 
H. Taft IV. 

Since 1989, Mr. Bartholomew has served 
as Under Secretary of State for Coordinating 
Security Assistance Programs. Prior to this, 
he served as U.S. Ambassador to Spain, 
1986-89; and U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon, 
1983-86. Mr. Bartholomew has served as 
U.S. Special Negotiator for United States- 
Greek Defense and Economic Cooperation 
Negotiations, 1982-83; and Special Cyprus 
Coordinator at the Bureau of International 
Organization Affairs at the U.S. Department 
of State, 1981-82. 

Mr. Bartholomew graduated from Dart- 
mouth College (B.A., 1958) and the Univer- 
sity of Chicago (M.A., 1960). He was born 
February 17, 1936, in Portland, ME. Mr. 
Bartholomew is married, has four children, 
and resides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Peter Barry Teeley To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Canada 


May 5, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Peter Barry Teeley, of Vir- 
ginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
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America to Canada. He would succeed Ed- 
ward N. Ney. 

Since 1985, Mr. Teeley has served as presi- 
dent with the consulting firm of Teeley & 
Associates in Washington, DC. Prior to this, 
he served as Assistant to the Vice President 
and Press Secretary, 1980-85; and as com- 
munications director and press secretary at 
the Republican National Committee, 1977- 
79. In 1976, Mr. Teeley served as press sec- 
retary to the President Ford Committee. Mr. 
Teeley served as press secretary to Senator 
Jacob Javits (R-NY), 1974-77; and as press 
secretary to Assistant Minority Leader, Sen- 
ator Robert P. Griffin (R-MI). 

Mr. Teeley graduated from Wayne State 
University (B.A., 1965). He was born January 
12, 1940, in Barrow, England. Mr. Teeley 
is married, has four children, and resides in 
Alexandria, VA. 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Leonid Kravchuk of 
Ukraine 


May 6, 1992 


President Bush. Mr. President and distin- 
guished members of the Ukrainian delega- 
tion, on behalf of the people of the United 
States it’s been my honor to welcome you 
on the first official visit by a freely elected 
President of independent Ukraine. May I 
also acknowledge Senators Pell and Lugar, 
who are with us today. Congressmen Broom- 
field and Leach were supposed to be; they 
are missing in action. But nevertheless, wel- 
come to the Senators. All of us join in cele- 
brating the renaissance of freedom and inde- 
pendence for the great and ancient nation 
of Ukraine. 

A few blocks from here stands an imposing 
monument erected by an act of the United 
States Congress approved by President Ei- 
senhower. It’s a statue of Taras Shevchenko, 
the poet and prophet of a free Ukrainian na- 
tion. And inscribed on the monument is this 
verse composed by Shevchenko more than 
a century ago: 

Our soul shall never perish. Freedom 
knows no dying. And the greedy cannot 
harvest fields where seas are lying; can- 
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not bind the living spirit, nor the living 
word; cannot smirch the sacred glory of 
the Almighty Lord. 

Mr. President, when we _ welcome 
Ukraine’s new independence we honor gen- 
erations of women and men who kept a flame 
of hope alive through years of darkness. And 
free people must never forget the suffering 
Ukraine endured under the totalitarian yoke. 
We must remember the victims of Stalin’s 
forced famine, the Harvest of Sorrow. We 
must remember the religious believers who 
endured persecution for their faith. We must 
remember the thousands who faced punish- 
ment in the gulag because they spoke out 
for cultural, political, or economic reform. 

Now the darkness is lifted. Ukraine has en- 
tered a season of hope and rebirth. The 
Ukrainian people reclaimed their independ- 
ence on December 1, 1991. And I am proud 
that the United States was among the first 
in welcoming that vote, in recognizing 
Ukrainian independence, and in establishing 
diplomatic relations. We also were one of the 
first to establish an Embassy in Kiev, soon 
to be led by a Ukrainian-American, Ambas- 
sador-designate Roman Popadiuk. 

In our intensive and successful talks today 
the President and I, President Kravchuk and 
I agreed that the United States and Ukraine 
should be not just friends but partners. 
Ukraine’s future security is important for the 
United States and for stability in Europe. We 
welcome President Kravchuk’s assurance 
that Ukraine will remove all nuclear weapons 
from its territory and join the Non- 
proliferation Treaty as a non-nuclear-weap- 
ons state. We have pledged to assist Ukraine 
in the accounting and control of its nuclear 
reaction materials, to establish a science and 
technology center in the Ukraine, and to ex- 
plore additional assistance for weapons de- 
struction. 

We also are committed to Ukraine’s future 
economic prosperity in a free market system. 
The United States will continue its program 
of technical assistance, including advice and 
establishing a new Ukrainian currency. We 
will extend $110 million in Commodity Cred- 
it Corporation guarantees to permit sales of 
American agricultural commodities to 
Ukraine. Opening up markets and expanding 


trade are essential to our new partnership. 
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A robust exchange of goods and services, of 
ideas and technologies will create better jobs 
and enhance the quality of life for people 
in both of our countries. 

The agreement we've just signed on trade 
and the opening of our new OPIC, Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation, program are 
an excellent beginning. This week I plan to 
waive the Jackson-Vanik amendment, and as 
soon as possible I hope to confer most-fa- 
vored-nation status on Ukraine. 

And finally, we hope to assure the closest 
possible political cultural ties between 
independent Ukraine and the United States. 
We will continue to consult on our vision of 
a democratic peace in Europe. Our new 
Peace Corps program, established by another 
agreement that was just signed here, will 
bring volunteers to help develop small busi- 
nesses and build personal links between our 
two peoples. 

Mr. President, Ukraine is the birthplace 
or ancestral home of more than a million 
American citizens. They enliven and enrich 
this country with their creative talent and 
with their passion for freedom. Decade after 
decade, Americans of Ukrainian heritage 
have kept alive in this country the cause of 
Ukraine’s freedom and independence. And 
this historic day is a tribute to them as well 
as to their kinsmen in Ukraine. We know 
Ukrainians face many challenges in the years 
ahead, during your historic transition to free 
enterprise and democracy. And let me assure 
you, the United States will stand beside a 
democratic Ukraine. 

And again, thank you, Mr. President. May 
God bless you and the people of your won- 
derful country. We’re delighted that you 
came our way. 

President Kravchuk. Mr. President, la- 
dies and gentleman, friends, the official part 
of my first visit to the United States as the 
President of Ukraine is coming to an end. 
In this respect, I would like to sincerely and 
frankly say that the meetings with the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the talks we had, 
the air of openness and the friendly nature 
of the talks and mutual understanding of the 
position and interests of our two states sur- 
passed the limits of official ceremonies. 

As you know, we have already had an op- 
portunity of meeting President Bush and 
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many officials of his administration, both in 
Kiev and Washington. No doubt such con- 
tacts always get appropriate and well-justified 
international coverage and attract public in- 
terest and that of the media. Most important, 
in my view, is our gradual progress from gen- 
eral political statements to the bilateral state- 
to-state relations filled with visible content. 

We are very pleased to mention that yes- 
terday in Washington, DC, we inaugurated 
the Ukrainian Embassy in the United States, 
headed by our first Ambassador, Mr. Oleg 
Belorus, who’s present here. We believe that 
we will soon welcome the Ambassador of the 
United States, Mr. Popadiuk, in Kiev. 

For us, the opening of our own Embassy 
in your great country is an event of great 
historic and political significance. This is an- 
other step towards a true state independence 
of Ukraine. We will next have to solve the 
problems related to the establishment of con- 
sular and other respected offices of Ukraine 
in your country. These institutions should 
give a substantial impetus to further develop- 
ment of our cooperation in the areas that 
present mutual interest. 

Today the President of the United States 
and myself and the Government officials au- 
thorized by us signed a number of important 
bilateral agreements, such as the agreement 
on trade, promotion of investment, imple- 
mentation of the U.S. Peace Corps program 
in Ukraine, on the environmental protection, 
and some other documents. Our experts 
agreed on further cooperation, and I believe 
in the nearest future Ukraine and the United 
States could sign some new agreements, 
among them the agreements on the sea ship- 
ping, the lifting of dual taxation, preservation 
of and protection of religious national cul- 
tural monuments on the territories of both 
countries, and cooperation and facilitating 
programs of assistance. 

But the most important issue now is to en- 
sure that the signed agreements be imple- 
mented. I hope that the spirit of mutual un- 
derstanding, openness, and trust which 
gradually turns into a characteristic feature 
of the Ukraine and American relations at the 
official level would be transferred into the 
relationships between the peoples of our two 
countries. 
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The entire experience of creating new 
international ties after the collapse of totali- 
tarianism and the end of the long cold war 
period shows that the major issue now is to 
establish effective cooperation in the inter- 
ests of universal, peaceful future, and to en- 
sure such international conditions which 
would allow to find an optimal compromise 
of state, national, and general human inter- 
ests. 

That is why I’m deeply convinced that the 
development of friendly and equal relations 
between our two states, Ukraine and the 
United States of America, corresponds to 
their innate national interests. We are ready 
to further develop and deepen our fruitful 
bilateral dialog. 

Ukraine is a young state, and it will have 
to go along a very difficult road. But we are 
totally convinced, including the experience 
of the United States, that we will go along 
that road if we would abide by the general 
human values. 

With all my heart, I would like to wish 
peace, happiness, accord, and further pros- 
perity to the great American people and 
every American home. 

President Bush. I think the President has 
agreed to take a few questions, and I'll be 
glad to do the same. 


President’s Visit to Los Angeles 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask you about 
another subject. Your spokesman says that 
you're not going to Los Angeles today with 
any kind of new blueprint for the cities. 
Where does that leave matters for these 
hard-pressed urban areas, given that Con- 
gress has largely ignored your proposals and 
many people believe that you haven’t fought 
very hard for them anyway? 

President Bush. I have fought hard for 
them, and we have some excellent proposals. 
But what I want to do is go out there and 
see that we are doing everything we can to 
assist in the recovery. That will also be ac- 
companied by my keen interest in seeing 
where we go from here. I'll have more to 
say about that. We have some excellent ideas. 
I am very interested in what is underway 
there from getting reports. Both the mayor 
and Peter Ueberroth and the Governor feel 
things are moving in the right direction. 
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So we want to be sure that we have supple- 
mented the overall effort for civil tranquility. 
I do think that that’s in better shape, and 
I think the Federal Government responded 
very, very well. I’m pleased that both Mayor 
Bradley and the Governor felt that way. Then 
we've got to begin the healing process, and 
we also have to find answers that will guaran- 
tee tranquility in these cities. I come back 
to my emphasis that was brought home to 
me loud and clear by Mayor Bradley himself 
when he talked about, we must find ways 
to strengthen the family, he and other mayors 
having come in before this happened. So we 
have some good new ideas. I will try to bring 
those forth to the American people after I’ve 
had a chance to look at the scene there. 

Anybody that would like to ask President 
Kravchuk a question? 

Q. I'd like to ask you one. 

President Bush. All right, go ahead, 
Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter- 
national], and then you've got one for 


Urban Policy Assessment 


Q. Mr. President, both you and Marlin 
Fitzwater have blamed Great Society pro- 
grams for what’s happened in our country. 
But your critics say that you are really, 
through the benign neglect of the Reagan- 
Bush years, we are becoming what the 
Kerner Commission prophesied, which is a 
nation—two nations, white and black, sepa- 
rate but unequal. What do you say to that? 

President Bush. | say that we're not trying 
to assign blame. There’s no point emphasiz- 
ing programs that haven’t worked, however. 
We want new programs. We want new ideas. 
We've put forward some, and we may have 
others to put forward. But there’s no point 
trying to convince the American people that 
programs that have not worked is the answer 
to this problem. It isn’t. I don’t believe in— 
what I’m trying to do is heal and bring the 
people together. And I will go forward with 
ideas that have not been tried, emphasizing 
that it is far more important to give people 
a piece of the action than it is to have the 
Federal Government simply dump largesse 
on them. 

We've tried it the other way. Now this 
gives us an opportunity, an excellent oppor- 
tunity, to try some new ideas, and that’s all. 
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It’s not a question of assigning blame. It’s 
a question of a realistic assessment: Have we, 
as a country, done everything we can to help 
those people that have been left behind? I 
am not satisfied. We need to do more, and 
we are trying to do more. 

So I told my Cabinet today that I think 
this offers us an excellent opportunity not to 
assign blame but to try to come out with ideas 
that can offer hope and upward mobility to 
people that have been bypassed. That’s ex- 
actly what I'll be trying to do, and that’s what 
I think we’ve been trying to do. We've got 
to get it in better focus, and we need some 
action. 

But this isn’t any time for blame. This a 
time to heal. It 

Q. You’re not saying that Medicare or 
Head Start or vocational rehabilitation, Fed- 
eral aid to education at all levels, and all the 
other laws that were implemented in the 
Great Society era didn’t work? 

President Bush. Not all of them, no. But 
I’m saying we can do better, and I think we 
should try. We ought to offer—here we are 
talking to Ukraine who’s moving to privatiza- 
tion, moving to market economies, and I’d 
like to be sure we’ve done everything we can 
to give people a part of the real action in 
the private sector. Let’s just see if we can’t 
do a better job in terms of ownership for 
some of these people that have been passed 
by and assigned in the past to these endless 
construction projects that all seem to fall 
apart. There’s a better way to do it, is all 
I’m saying, and that’s what we want to try 
to do. 


Ukrainian Nuclear Weapons 


Q. For President Kravchuk. My name is 
Susan Cornwall with Reuters. I have two 
questions for you. The first is, you said this 
morning that all tactical nuclear weapons 
would leave the Ukraine by July. But some 
Russian officials in Moscow said today that 
all of the tactical nuclear weapons had al- 
ready left the Ukraine. Could you clarify 
please, and tell us, have they all, indeed, left 
the Ukraine? The second question is, when 
do you think you might sign a protocol to 
the START Treaty? Thank you. 

President Kravchuk. By the time of the 
statements that we would terminate the re- 
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moval of the tactical weapons, because of 
lack of respective control, we have moved 
out about 50 percent of all the tactical weap- 
ons. On the 16th of April, President Yeltsin 
and I signed an agreement which formed the 
joint commission which is now verifying the 
process of removal of tactical weapons from 
Ukraine. As soon as the document was signed 
and the verification control groups were cre- 
ated, the removal was resumed. It is going 
on according to the schedule which we have, 
and we will move all of the tactical weapons 
by the Ist of July. This is where Ukraine 
stands. The weapons were not taken yet. 

As to the START Treaty, we have dis- 
cussed many details with Secretary of State 
James Baker. Our Minister for Foreign Rela- 
tions and Mr. Baker had lengthy con- 
sultations. We prepared a letter signed by 
the President of Ukraine, and the letter clari- 
fies all the aspects which are acceptable both 
by the United States and Ukraine. And as 
soon as the protocol is signed, the Ukraine 
would ratify the START Treaty and would 
fulfill all the commitments stipulated in that 
treaty. 


Ukraine-U.S. Relations 


Q. Would you estimate the relationship of 
partnerships between the Ukraine and such 
a developed country as the United States— 
What can we do to help? 

President Kravchuk. We have done lots 
today by the simple fact that we have signed 
very important documents which open up 
our relationship on an interstate level. As to 
the everyday practice, we had a very interest- 
ing meeting with the Secretary of Commerce 
and will meet other secretaries. We brought 
a delegation of businessmen who met and 
will continue meeting their counterparts in 
the United States. We would create mecha- 
nisms and working groups that might help 
implement what we have agreed upon al- 
ready, and I think we would continue to go 
in that direction. 

I think those actions would be beneficial 
for both the United States and the Ukraine. 
I would like to emphasize again that Ukraine 
is not asking for anything. Ukraine would like 
to have some credits to create new tech- 
nologies and to transfer to a market economy 
as soon as possible, a free economy. We are 
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not asking for credits to eat them up as food 
products; we've got other intentions. 


Urban Policy Assessment 


Q. Sir, you say you’re not interested in the 
politics of blame nor assigning blame. In fact, 
starting this Monday you blamed Congress 
for not passing some of your domestic pro- 
grams for the inner cities. Marlin Fitzwater 
attacked the Great Society. Vice President 
Quayle yesterday also attacked Lyndon John- 
son’s programs. A year ago in Michigan you 
said that the Great Society programs actually 
exacerbated racial animosity. You actually 
used the words “racial animosity.” We still 
are unable to get a specific list out of the 
White House as to which programs have 
done this. 

President Bush. John [John Cochran, 
NBC News], I think this is an inappropriate 
time to try to divide. I think it’s a very appro- 
priate time to rethink whether we’ve done 
it just exactly right in the past, whether it’s 
the Great Society or all the way up to our 
administration. I cannot certify to the Amer- 
ican people that we have tried the new ideas 
that might make urban America better, might 
give a better opportunity for everybody. 

So there is no point trying to go into your 
question, answering the specifics, trying to 
assign blame. I don’t think that’s what the 
country needs right now. I think it needs to 
come together. If I have my fights with Con- 
gress on getting some proposals through, 
some of which I have been proposing for 3 
years, that’s another matter. But this isn’t the 
time to go out and try to divide the country. 
This is the time to bring it together. 

Now, we've started on that. We started to 
bring it together by doing everything we 
could to assist the local law enforcement peo- 
ple because the American people are out- 
raged by the violence. Secondly, we started 
to bring it together by providing every asset 
we could to the local people out there, the 
mayor and Peter Ueberroth and the local- 
ities, to have the Federal Government assist, 
whether it’s Department of Labor, whether 
it’s HUD, whether it’s HHS. We've got a 
good program moving forward right now to 
do that. Then I owe it to the American peo- 
ple to say, here’s what I think is the longer 
range answer; can help right now if we can 
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get some of these things through and if I 
can convince the American people that this 
is what we ought to do. And I'll have some 
proposals to that effect. 

But I say I don’t want to assign blame; 
I don’t. If I said a year ago that these pro- 
grams weren't working, perhaps I have been 
vindicated. But there’s no point in going into 
that. Nobody in the United States political 
system can certify today that every program 
we’ve had has worked just perfectly; it hasn’t. 
So there’s no point going back on it. The 
point is, try to take this as an opportunity 
and bring the country together and then 
move it forward. That’s exactly what I’m 
going to do, and I’m not going to go trying 
to help you get into what’s worked and what 
hasn't. I will present that to the United States 
Congress in the future, as I have in the past. 

Q. Mr. President, so much of the problems 
in California and the inner cities have been 
addressed in economic terms about enter- 
prise zones, about homeownership. But how 
do you, sir, begin to address the social prob- 
lems, the antipathy between not only blacks 
and whites but blacks, whites, Koreans, His- 
panics? How do you attack it from the social, 
not the financial, side? 

President Bush. Some of it’s rhetorical. 
Some of it is trying to build on what we've 
started by this Family Commission. I remem- 
ber when Tom Bradley, the mayor of Los 
Angeles, came to see me before the outbreak 
there. He joined a lot of other mayors in tell- 
ing me that the number one concern that 
the mayors have—all of them had it, Repub- 
lican, Democrat, liberal, conservative—was 
the dissolution and the decline of the Amer- 
ican family. We've got to find ways to help 
strengthen the family. One of them is 
through the education program; one of them 
through neighborhood activities; one of them 
is through the kind of private sector involve- 
ment that we've been talking about through 
our Points of Light and that Peter Ueberroth 
is now trying to bring to bear on the solution 
to the problem. 

So that’s the approach we'll be taking. But 
I’m very anxious to hear, before I make final 
decisions, from the local people as to what 
they think. One of the things that I men- 
tioned in my speech to the Nation was the 
concern I felt and the concern that Mayor 
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Bradley felt about the attacks on the Korean 
community. These people were peaceful 
people, and they were all assaulted. We've 
got to do something about it. I don’t have 
an easy answer to it, but you put your finger 
on something that I think we have to find 
answer to. And somehow in the field of 
strengthening the family and in the field of 
ownership and in the field of the dignity that 
comes with having a piece of the action lies 
the answer. 

Q. Have those questions, sir, been ne- 
glected simply by dealing with it from other 
aspects, from financial_——— 

President Bush. I can’t say that they 
haven't. Anytime you see problems, we've got 
to figure out that we haven’t done all we can 
to have them solved if they’re still out there. 


Ukrainian Security 


Q. President Kravchuk, you said a moment 
ago you didn’t ask for anything in the eco- 
nomic. Can you tell us if you asked for any- 
thing from the U.S. security field vis-a-vis 
Russia? And second, on the protocol, is the 


protocol pretty much in place, or is there 
some detail where even some disagreement 
is still to be resolved? 

President Kravchuk. We do not have se- 
rious differences. We had some _ mis- 
interpretation of the text during the trans- 
lation period, but we have agreed upon those 
minor details. And the protocol is ready to 
be signed. 

There is a problem of security for Ukraine 
because Ukraine is a large European country 
with a population of 53 million, with a power- 
ful nuclear arsenal. And we initiated to anni- 
hilate those weapons. We think that this pol- 
icy is correct in its concept, and we would 
not change that policy. But some of our 
neighbors, especially the great neighbors 
such as Russia, have political forces which 
would like to make territorial claims as to 
Ukraine. That certainly worries us. It worries 
the people in the Ukraine. We would do any- 
thing in our power to solve possible conflicts 
with Russia. 

These problems will exist because the em- 
pire crumbled, and people have different in- 
terests. We would continue to proclaim our 
request for the international community to 
find a necessary forum to express its view- 
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point as to the Ukrainian stand on the elimi- 
nation of nuclear weapons and also provide 
some guarantees for the national security of 
Ukraine in case there is a possible threat. 


Crimea 


Q. Do you fear losing Crimea to your pow- 
erful neighbors? 

Pelion: Kravchuk. The thing is the 
Crimea, from the legal point of view, is the 
1954 act was totally legitimate. They acted 
according to the legal norms and standards 
which were in effect at that time in our huge 
country. You can’t reverse the law because 
if we start to reconsider the 18th-century 
rules, we can come to a total absurdity. So 
we think that the problem was solved in 1954 
correctly according to law. The situation in 
the Crimea would have been totally normal. 
There is a multinational population there; no- 
body is deprived of their rights. But there 
are some forces from the outside that stimu- 
late and instigate separatist moods. They also 
finance those moods and, in a way, egg on 
those moods from the part of Russia. 

Let us take the example of the Vice Presi- 
dent of Russia, Mr. Rutskoy, who stepped 
on the Crimean soil and made a first state- 
ment that Crimea is Russian. He hugged the 
barrel of a huge gun and said, “Can we lose 
Crimea with that type of weapon? No.” He’s 
not a man in the street but a Vice President 
of Russia. Such statements are very dan- 
gerous. They are politically ungrounded. And 
the people in the Ukraine can hardly under- 
stand the type of statements. People in 
Ukraine and Russia used to live in peace, and 
they want to live in peace. They want to asso- 
ciate. They want to have contacts in science 
and culture. We have many common prob- 
lems dating back into history. But we should 
not use power play and political play and lead 
a situation toward danger. 


Nuclear Power Plants 


Q. Sir, did you raise the issue of Chernobyl 
at all? And did you seek any sort of help from 
the United States for safety of nuclear power 
plants? And President Bush, are you con- 
cerned about safety of nuclear power plants 
in the former Soviet Union? 

President Kravchuk. We have shut down 
the Chernobyl power plant after the accident 
that people had near Leningrad, at the power 
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station over there. We have shut down the 
reactors in Chernobyl, and we can see that 
we cannot resume their functions. A lot of 
money and a lot of effort would be required. 
We will need about a year to resume their 
activities. Our Parliament decided that the 
Chernobyl power station should be shut 
down by 1993. And we decided we should 
not resume the work of the reactors. 

The most important thing for us is how 
to neutralize the ruined fourth power unit. 
We do not have any scientific solution of the 
problem yet. We have not addressed the 
President of the United States definitely 
about this problem. We think that the people 
in many countries, including our kin brothers 
here in the United States who are providing 
help to us. But we think that the liquidation 
are consequences of the Chernobyl tragedy 
if that is possible at all. And the taking of 
the station out of the commission is a very, 
very difficult financial, technical problem. As 
to other nuclear power plants in Ukraine, 
they are based on a totally different principle. 
They do not present any threat similar to the 
Chernobyl] power plants. The Leningrad sta- 
tion is similar to what we have in Chernobyl. 

President Bush. My answer to your ques- 
tion would be, yes, of course, we'd be con- 
cerned about safety. And I would like to offer 
cooperation on the part of our side as to our 
technologically competent people in every 
way possible, cooperating with whoever 
needs our help. We think we've got good, 
safe systems here, and we'd like to be of as- 
sistance to others. But any time you have sys- 
tems that have caused trouble, we must all 
be concerned in this world. 


Urban Policy Assessment 


Q. Mr. President, you and your prede- 
cessor, Ronald Reagan, came to office 12 
years ago under an economic system that 
promised a rising tide would lift all boats. 
During both of your terms in office we had 
the longest postwar, or peacetime recovery 
and economic expansion in history, and yet, 
the conditions that produced the riots in Los 
Angeles still existed. Are you now, as part 
of your effort to look at whether everything 
has worked, reassessing your economic pro- 
grams and the role of the Federal Govern- 
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ment in proving help to the cities, States, and 
social classes of the country? 

President Bush. Yes, | think we ought to 
look at everything. I’m not satisfied. And I 
think we ought to look at everything, and we 
ought to move forward on these three tracks: 
One, the question of restoration of law, 
American citizens should not be asked to put 
up with wanton looting and pillaging; sec- 
ondly, short-term answers to assist the city 
and the State in the cleanup and in the res- 
toration of things in Los Angeles; and then, 
three, proposals that would really assist in re- 
building and in harmonizing in this country. 

That’s the way I’m going to approach it, 
and I'll look at what we’ve done and what 
we've tried to do, what others have done, but 
not with the question of blaming. I really 
don’t think that’s what’s wanted. If we point 
out differences, if I point out a program that 
I think has failed, it’s not to blame. It is sim- 
ply to say I’m not satisfied with the tensions 
that I see and want to try to do something 
about it. 

Q. If I may ask about a specific, sir, to 
follow up, revenue-sharing, a program start- 
ed by a Republican President, was also ended 
by your predecessor. A lot of people who 
have been studying the Los Angeles riots say 
that may have—the cities may be overbur- 
dened now; that because of the new fed- 
eralism, the shifting of programs to the cities 
who may not have been able to provide. Is 
that a specific area, Federal aid to the cities, 
that you’re willing to reconsider? 

President Bush. If I can find some reve- 
nue to share. We are operating at unaccept- 
ably high levels of deficit, and everyone 
knows that. What I think we also need to 
do is consider that a vigorous economy, with 
job creation as its goal or as its hallmark, is 
the best poverty program. So we’ve proposed 
instead, as you know, a rather substantial 
block grant. We've not gotten that through, 
but we'll try again. It’s very close to revenue- 
sharing, as a matter of fact. It’s no strings 
attached, and it is something that we think 
is a good approach. But I think we should 
look at all of this. 

Q. In the past when faced with a budget 
crisis, you and your predecessor called for 
a budget summit. Do you foresee anything 
like that in the area of urban problems, given 


May 6 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


the fact that enterprise legislation and things 
along that line have been proposed and 
reproposed in the past without success? 

President Bush. | think there’s enough 
focus on this now that if we come forward 
with a good, sound program, I would like to 
think we'd have a good opportunity to en- 
courage the Congress and to get it passed 
by Congress. I don’t know that we need an- 
other commission or another study group, 
anything of that nature. 

Q. But as far as the leadership in both the 
House and the Senate, a bipartisan group 
getting together to try to form a consensus 
on this. 

President Bush. I'd like to think that we 
could get it. We'd have to get a consensus 
if we’re going to get it through. And so we’d 
have to do whatever is required to get the 
proposals, some of which I have made, the 
new ones I'll make, to get it through the Con- 
gress. Yes, I'll have to do that. 

Q. Not a summit? 

President Bush. Well, what’s a summit? 
Everything’s a summit, I guess, these days. 
But I don’t know how you define that. But 
we'd certainly want a—we need to get co- 
operation on both sides of the aisle to get 
something done for America. 


START Treaty 


Q. Mr. President, could I follow up on 
what Mr. President Kravchuk said about the 
START Treaty? He said the protocol was 
ready to be signed by Ukraine. But of course, 
you have a complicated situation where you 


have several countries involved, Russia, 
Byelarus, and Kazakhstan. How close are you 
to being able to work something that is mutu- 
ally acceptable so you can go forward with 
the Senate? 

President Bush. I think we've made 
progress, as the President said here today. 
And Jim and the Foreign Minister worked 
out the details this morning. So this one is 
in pretty good shape. But we have work to 
do with others, and it’s not complete. And 
I would think that Jim might be going soon 
to try to hammer out some of the differences 
that exist with the countries that you men- 
tioned. 
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Q. Would you expect that while President 
Kravchuk is here he would sign this protocol, 
or is not something you can sign now? 

President Bush. I'd defer to the Presi- 
dent. I just don’t know whether there’s any 
plan to be signed on it. But the agreement, 
the letters, the language has been worked 
out. I doubt it will be signed on this visit. 
But the language is; we sat there in the Oval 
Office, and I think the President would agree 
that we agreed on it. Correct? 

President Kravchuk. Yes. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Yes. 


Legislation on Social Programs 


Q. Mr. President, have you personally lob- 
bied Democratic Members of Congress on 
enterprise zones and on the HOPE program? 

President Bush. Yes, and I'll continue to, 
but let me come forward with a package now. 
And I don’t know how you quantify it, but 
I think you'll note that that’s been part of 
our proposal for a long, long time. And when 
I look at the devastation and look at some 
of the hopelessness, not just in this particular 
area but others, it seems to me that the time 
has come to try something different. 

I thought I heard the Congresswoman 
from the area say that the time has come 
for enterprise zones. Well, that’s a very inter- 
esting development and an interesting shift 
if true. But again, you don’t get something 
done by saying, we were with A, B, or C 
before when we were trying to get these pro- 
grams through. What we do say is, you men- 
tioned enterprise zones, I think enterprise 
zones make a good deal of sense; to bring 
business into the area and get jobs, you've 
got to get some tax breaks in the area, get 
the jobs moving in the area, get the produc- 
tion in the area. We haven’t really tried that 
at the Federal level, and I’d like to see it 
tried. And without assigning blame for fail- 
ures in the past, I think that this is an idea 
whose time has come. And so we will try 
again. And I have tried, and I'll keep trying. 

Q. To follow up on that, you say that you 
will try to get your proposals through. When 
we talked to Democrats on the Hill, they say 
that you’re not willing to compromise, that 
you want it your way or you don’t want it 
at all. Have the L.A. riots provided maybe 
the tone for a compromise? 
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President Bush. I don’t know that the 
L.A. riots—but I think I’m the guy that’s held 
out my hands to the United States Congress, 
saying let’s try. But I’m not going to suggest 
that that means doing it somebody else’s way 
all the time. But I think the time has come 
when the American people want action. They 
don’t want any more rhetoric, and they say, 
“Let’s try something new. Let’s try some- 
thing that will really help. Let’s have order. 
Let’s not condone the violence, but out of 
this, let’s see if we can’t find better answers.” 
And you mentioned enterprise zones, I hap- 
pen to think it’s a better answer. And I think 
it’s almost unarguable. But 

Q. Mr. President, to follow up on that. The 
Democrats Say, in fact, the enterprise zones 
was in the growth package, but you vetoed 
it. And secondly, on the homeownership pro- 
gram, the HOPE program, as you mentioned 
several times, that was approved, but the 
funding was cut by 60 percent. And we're 
told that Jack Kemp asked you to veto the 
bill so you could get full funding but that 
you didn’t because the bill also had full fund- 
ing for the space station. So my question is, 
will you shift your priorities perhaps away 
from things like the space station and more 
towards the homeownership, as your Sec- 
retary asked you? 

President Bush. I don’t think he sug- 
gested we move it away from the space sta- 
tion. But my view is, here’s an opportunity. 
I’m glad they’re saying that they support this. 
And I hope we can do it in a way that is 
acceptable to us because I have to also keep 
in mind the overall economy of this country. 
The bill I vetoed was not vetoed on space 
stations or on HOPE; it was vetoed on a wide 
range of broad matters that would have bur- 
dened the taxpayer in this country. But let’s 
hope that with this new interest in finding 
new answers, that we can get done these pro- 
grams that I’m talking about. Yes, I’d like 
to think we can do that. 

Last one. No, not again, Terry [Terence 
Hunt, Associated Press]. [Laughter] Well, 
last one. Go ahead. 


Federal Law Enforcement Role 


Q. How long are you going to keep the 
Army and the Marine Corps on duty in Los 
Angeles? 
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President Bush. Well, it won’t be much 
longer, and I will be very much interested 
in getting recommendations on that from the 
Mayor and from the Governor. As you know, 
we've federalized the Guard at the request 
of the Governor and the request of the 
mayor. They are there. The law enforcement 
officials and the civilian officials there have 
felt that their presence inhibited further riot- 
ing. I’m convinced in my mind that the fact 
that we moved as quickly as we did in fed- 
eralizing them had a very quieting effect. 

But we'll start moving out. We’ve moved 
out some of the Federal law enforcement 
people already. I think that’s been reduced 
by about a half, maybe more by now, Terry, 
the FBI people, the Customs people, border 
patrol people, and all of those who were in 
the law enforcement end of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. But in terms of the Army and the 
Marines and the National Guard, I will be 
talking about that, I’m sure, tonight with our 
task force when I get out there. 

Q. The benefit of hindsight, do you wish 
that you had put them on duty Thursday 
night or Wednesday night, rather than wait- 
ing until Friday? 

President Bush. No, I still believe that 
you ought to work closely with the local offi- 
cials. I think they are the ones that activate 
the Guard, and that’s the way it should be. 
I don’t think the President should call up and 
insist on something like that. So I have con- 
fidence in their judgment, and I think they 
did the right thing. And similarly, fed- 
eralizing, a President can do that, but it is 
far better to do it when you have the full 
request and full cooperation of the local offi- 
cials and of the Governor. And that’s exactly 
what we did in very timely fashion. So I don’t 
have any regrets on that. 

Q. Will you be seeing Mr. Gates? 

President Bush. Gates? I don’t know. I 
don’t know. I don’t know. 


Legislation on Social Programs 


Q. When you say “new proposals,” do you 
mean the ones you've already submitted? 

President Bush. John, I'll tell you about 
that when I get ready to. I’ll announce the 
program when I’m ready, not sooner; not an 
answer to one question or another. But when 
I’m ready to do it, I will. I’m going to follow 
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it just the way I’ve told you, do it without 
recrimination, without trying to blame any- 
body, in an effort to try to move this country 
forward. 

Q. Are you sorry the White House has 
looked divisive the last couple of days? 

President Bush. | don’t feel it has. I don’t 
feel it has. 


Note: The President’s 127th news conference 
began at 12:47 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. President Kravchuk spoke in 
Ukrainian, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. In his remarks, President 
Bush referred to Peter Ueberroth, chairman 
of the Rebuild L.A. Committee, and Daryl 
F. Gates, chief of police for the city of Los 
Angeles. The news conference followed a 
ceremony in which President Bush and Presi- 
dent Kravchuk signed the Agreement on 
Trade Relations Between the United States 
and Ukraine; the United States-Ukraine 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation 
Agreement; and the Agreement Establishing 
a Peace Corps Program Between the United 
States and Ukraine. 


Joint Declaration With President 
Leonid Kravchuk of Ukraine 


May 6, 1992 


DECLARATION ON U.S.-UKRAINIAN 
RELATIONS AND THE BUILDING OF A 
DEMOCRATIC PARTNERSHIP 


Today’s talks mark a historic step in the 
development of relations between our two 
great nations. For the first time, an American 
President has met with the freely-elected 
President of a sovereign Ukraine. The 
Ukrainian people are now building their own 
state, one whose independence and commit- 
ment to democracy can make a vital con- 
tribution to the creation of a new Europe 
truly whole and free. The United States 
places special importance on the consolida- 
tion of Ukraine’s democracy and independ- 
ence. Toward this end, we are agreed that 
we must work together as friends and part- 
ners for the mutual benefit of both our peo- 
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ples, and in the interests of international 
peace and stability. 

Politically, we will strive to protect and 
promote the values that bind us together in 
the democratic community of nations, in- 
cluding free and fair elections, freedom of 
emigration, the rule of law, and respect for 
human rights, including the rights of all mi- 
norities, regardless of their nationalities and 
beliefs. The United States takes special note 
of Ukraine’s commitment to establish its 
independence in full accordance with these 
principles, and its efforts to build a just and 
stable society where fundamental freedoms 
of all peoples are guaranteed. 

Economically, we will work to advance the 
values of economic freedom without which 
democracy and prosperity cannot flourish. 
Ukraine will accelerate efforts to move to- 
ward a market economy through appropriate 
macroeconomic stabilization policies and 
structural/microeconomic reforms to pro- 


mote recovery, market development, and 
growth. The U.S., through its technical assist- 
ance programs in areas like defense conver- 


sion and food distribution, will help Ukraine 
in these efforts and encourage the inter- 
national community to do likewise. Together, 
we will take steps to promote free trade, in- 
vestment, and economic cooperation be- 
tween our two countries and peoples, as well 
as within the world economy at large. A criti- 
cal feature of this cooperation will be a spe- 
cial effort by Ukraine to lower barriers to 
trade and investment in order to allow great- 
er access for American firms. Ukraine and 
the United States will establish joint business 
development committees to achieve this ob- 
jective and build a foundation for expanded 
commerce. We have concluded a trade 
agreement which will confer Most Favored 
Nation tariff treatment on Ukraine, and an 
OPIC agreement to make available invest- 
ment insurance for American firms investing 
in Ukraine. We have also agreed to expedite 
negotiations on bilateral investment and tax 
treaties that will further promote private 
trade and investment, as well as on coopera- 
tion in shipping and civil aviation. 

In the area of security, the United States 
and Ukraine will cooperate to promote a 
democratic peace across Europe. We are 
agreed that international security can no 


= 
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longer be achieved through the efforts of in- 
dividual states to acquire ever increasing 
amounts of weaponry. Rather, security must 
be based on reduced levels of armaments 
among all nations, and on a multilateral com- 
mitment to uphold shared principles, espe- 
cially democracy, the inviolability of borders 
and territorial integrity, and peaceful resolu- 
tion of disputes. Working together in multi- 
lateral institutions like CSCE and the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council will be an im- 
portant means of promoting these goals and 
values throughout the new Europe. Also im- 
portant will be the development of a regular 
bilateral dialogue on questions of peace and 
security that would address questions of com- 
mon interest. We will use bilateral military 
and defense contacts to provide advice and 
assistance in the development of civil-mili- 
tary institutions. 

As a matter of special urgency and con- 
cern, we also will work actively to prevent 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and associated technologies. In this re- 
gard, the United States applauds Ukraine’s 
leadership, manifested in its agreement to 
ratify and implement the START and CFE 
treaties, and its commitment to renounce nu- 
clear weapons and join the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty as a non-nuclear weapons state at the 
earliest possible time. Consistent with these 
commitments, Ukraine reaffirms its decision 
to complete the removal of all tactical nu- 
clear weapons from its territory by July 1, 
1992, and all remaining nuclear weapons in 
accordance with her relevant agreements and 
during the seven-year period of time as pro- 
vided by the START Treaty and in the con- 
text of the statement of the Verhovna Rada 
on the nuclear status of Ukraine. The United 
States will assist Ukraine in these efforts by 
utilizing a portion of the $400 million appro- 
priated by the U.S. Congress. The U.S. will 
also allocate part of this $400 million for the 
establishment of an International Science 
and Technology Center in Ukraine. This 
Center will help former weapons scientists 
and engineers in developing long-term civil- 
ian career opportunities that will strengthen 
Ukraine’s scientific research and develop- 
ment capacity. In addition, the United States 
will continue its support of Ukrainian and 
international efforts aimed at minimizing the 
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tragic aftermath of the Chernobyl catas- 
trophe. 

By agreeing to cooperate to advance these 
common political, economic, and security in- 
terests, the United States and independent 
Ukraine have laid the foundation for a strong 
and special partnership. For while relations 
between our governments may be new, the 
ties that connect our peoples are deep and 
long standing. We will seek to broaden these 
contacts through expanded people-to-people 
exchange programs such as the Peace Corps 
agreement we have signed to provide 
Ukraine with assistance in small business de- 
velopment and other areas, such as edu- 
cation. Working together and with others 
who share our principles, we will expand this 
partnership in pursuit of an enduring, demo- 
cratic peace that can fulfill the aspirations of 
our two nations and the entire world. 


Teleconference With the American 


Newspaper Publishers Association 
May 6, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Bob, and 
thank all of you for that warm welcome. And 
I'd like to say hello to Cathy Black there, 
the ANPA CEO and president. I want to con- 
gratulate your incoming chairman, an old 
friend, Frank Bennack, who takes the gavel 
for the ANPA and the new NAA. And it’s 
good to be with all of you again, this time 
via satellite. 

Please excuse the slight delay here. I’ve 
just come from a longer-than-expected press 
conference with President Kravchuk of 
Ukraine. And incidentally, that was an impor- 
tant meeting we had, and I think it went very 
well indeed. The relationship between the 
United States and Ukraine is a developing 
one, and it is a very important one. And I 
will be seeing kim again in a couple of hours. 
But that’s why I was a little late here. 

Before taking your questions, let me just 
give you a brief update on events in Los An- 
geles. As I think back today to when I spoke 
with the American people last Friday 
evening, I think of the oath that I took as 
President, the Constitution’s charge to en- 
sure domestic tranquility. This I know: We 
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cannot and can never condone violence be- 
cause without peace there can be no hope. 

All of us are grateful that our actions have 
brought calm to Los Angeles. The kids are 
back in school; city buses are running; the 
curfew is lifted. After last week’s shock and 
spectacle, we take heart at the willpower of 
the people of Los Angeles to join hands and 
hearts to mend their community. 

Let me focus for a minute on what we’re 
doing at the Federal level, working in co- 
operation with the Governor and the mayor 
to help in the rebuilding. Through my Presi- 
dential disaster declaration, FEMA, the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency, will 
make assistance available to individuals and 
families and the city and county of Los Ange- 
les. We've got a preliminary estimate of this 
assistance, and the preliminary estimate is 
approximately $300 million. 

Now, we will make grants directly to peo- 
ple hit the hardest by the violence, personal 
grants up to $11,500 to meet urgent needs 
like food, clothing, and medicine. These 
grants will also help with temporary housing, 
money to provide shelter for up to 18 months 
for families who have lost their homes or 
money for repairs to minimally damaged 
homes. And we're also helping with crisis 
counseling and disaster unemployment as- 
sistance for those who are now without jobs 
as a result of the disaster. 

A disaster field office is already up and 
running in Los Angeles. And FEMA’s “800” 
assistance number is ready to receive calls 
in English, Spanish, Chinese, Thai, Korean, 
and Laotian. In addition, FEMA will assist 
State and local governments to repair and 
restore public utilities, like water and elec- 
tricity, essential to everyday life. This is a co- 
operation program, a program of cooperation 
with State and Federal and local govern- 
ments. 

Beyond these emergency grants, we will 
provide low-interest Small Business Adminis- 
tration disaster loans up to $500,000 for busi- 
ness losses that exceed insurance coverage 
and up to $100,000 to homeowners and rent- 
ers for damage not covered by insurance. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that roughly 
$300 million in loans will be made in the 
Los Angeles area. 
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Finally, the Department of Agriculture has 
arranged for delivery of over 2,000 cases of 
rice cereal, over 2,000 cases of infant for- 
mula, nearly 250 cases of nonfat dry milk, 
and continues to assess emergency food 
needs in the city of Los Angeles. So all told, 
Federal aid to speed the recovery process in 
Los Angeles is estimated at approximately 
$600 million. 

Now tonight, I'll be traveling to California 
to get a firsthand look at the situation in Los 
Angeles. There I'll be meeting with members 
of the community to discuss how we can con- 
tinue the work of building a future of hope, 
understanding, and tolerance, a future where 
there’s no room for hatred. That’s a story I 
know every one of us wants to see in print. 

Let me say this about the desire that all 
Americans share to see that what happened 
in Los Angeles never happens again: We all 
want to solve the problems. This is no time 
to play the blame game. It is time for honest 
talk. And the fact is, in the past decades 
spending is up, the number of programs are 
up, and yet, let’s face it, that has not solved 
many of the fundamental problems that 
plague our cities. We need an honest, open 
national discussion about family, about val- 
ues, about public policy, and about race. 
That’s the only way forward. And that’s what 
I intend to do in the days ahead. 

I'll never forget when Mayor Bradley of 
Los Angeles came with some other mayors 
to see me a few months ago. And he pointed 
out, as did all of them—small city mayors, 
big = mayors—that the decline in the fam- 
ily, t he dissolution of the American family 
is at the core of the problems the cities face. 
And we’ve got to find ways to strengthen the 
American family. Barbara does it by encour- 
aging parents to read to their kids, and we’re 
trying to do it through our own education 
program and through revising the welfare 
system that in the past has encouraged fami- 
lies to live apart. 

But the family is important in all of this. 
And I might add, lastly, so is the private sec- 
tor. Peter Ueberroth talked to me in very 
optimistic tones the other day of how the pri- 
vate sector can now get involved in some of 
these areas in job-creating ways that will offer 
them hope for the future, not just a repair 
mechanism but real hope for the future. 
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So, I approach this with optimism. I know 
we've got to do better. The whole country 
has to do better. And I’m looking forward 
to going out there and then making some 
recommendations to the country about what 
we should do. 

But anyway, thank you all very much for 
letting me be a part of your 106th conven- 
tion. And now I'll be delighted to take some 
questions, Bob. 

Q. All right. Thank you, Mr. President. 
There is a podium with a microphone here 
from which questions can be asked. 


Women’s Issues 


Q. Mr. President, last night seven women 
who know each other only through this con- 
vention, for the most part—and we’re from 
all over the country, ranged in age from 21 
to over 70—had dinner together. During the 
course of the evening we found that we 
agreed almost 100 percent on the problems 
that are facing not just professional women 
but all women in this country over the next 
few years. I’d like to give you those problems. 

The first one was physical violence, just 
the garden variety of crime that we see, ran- 
dom crime resulting from the rage in this 
country. The second was sexual violence, in- 
cluding rape, sexual harassment, and job dis- 
crimination particularly. The third is financial 
violence, including things like not only just 
getting along in our struggling economy and 
making ends meet but things that are gender 
specific like years of pay discrimination and 
the fact that more women are supporting 
families alone and living longer than men in 
a time when services are declining and ex- 
penses are going up. And finally, the abortion 
issue and the question of whether women 
will, in private consultation with their God, 
have the right to choose how to manage their 
own body or whether our U.S. Government 
is going to tell us that. 

Mr. President, we'd like to know what your 
agenda is for dealing with these issues facing 
American women. 

The President. 1 think we've got a good 
agenda for dealing with these problems. 
First, on physical violence, and secondly, on 
rape and job discrimination, there are strong 
laws on the book. We’re trying to make them 
even stronger by passing a meaningful crime 
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bill that will, in my view, inhibit crime. I’ve 
had difficulty with that, but we’re going to 
keep on trying to get such legislation through 
the United States Congress. 

And I think you’re absolutely correct in 
the underlying point that this kind of violence 
must end. I am not overly happy with some 
of the violence I see in the public media, 
and I’ve spoken out against that. I saw a film 
the other day, and I'll spare you its name, 
a rather prominent new one that almost glori- 
fied the use of narcotics, cocaine in this in- 
stance. And we have tried very hard, working 
with some of the media people to eliminate 
that. There’s a great private sector effort 
going on under the leadership of Jim Burke 
to try to use the media to speak out against 
the narcotics and against the underlying 
things that lead to the kind of violence that 
both you and I decry. 

Financial violence: The answer is to get 
this economy going. I’m a little more optimis- 
tic about that one right now. I believe that 
most people feel that the economy is starting 
to move. I was wrong last year. I thought 
the economy was starting in a recovery about 
this time and that by the end of August the 
recovery would be, if not robust, pretty 
steady, and it wasn’t. And I think 49 of the 
50 blue-chip indicating economists, who are 
leading economists, felt the same way. 

But I think the answer to financial violence 
is equal opportunity. And I hope that the re- 
covery—and it would have been stimulated, 
I think, if we could have passed these very 
laser-like growth initiatives that I have pro- 
posed and am still proposing. I hope that will 
take care of a lot of the financial violence 
that we’ve suffered through as a result of 
longer than normal recession. 

On abortion, you and I just have different 
views on that one, and I am appalled at the 
numbers of abortions. I know that others 
view it very, very differently. I have con- 
fidence in the court system and, of course, 
as President will uphold the Constitution of 
the United States. But when I see a 13-year- 
old—some of the groups are fighting legisla- 
tion that would say to a 13-year-old you've 
got to notify your parents; they’re challenging 
that law in Pennsylvania. I’m sorry, I just dis- 
agree with it. 
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And I think that contributes to a weaken- 
ing of the family, too. So, I have a difference. 
I come down on the side of the sanctity of 
life, and others look at it quite differently. 
But the matter is in the courts, and then we'll 
see what happens. I don’t know how broad 
the Supreme Court decision will be, but at 
some point it will go back out to the States 
again. 


Federal Aid to Cities 


Q. The New York Times today asserts in 
its lead editorial that spending on direct aid 
for cities has fallen by more than 60 percent, 
after adjusting for inflation, since 1981. First, 
how will you explain that statistic to the peo- 
ple of Los Angeles whom you will soon be 
visiting? And second, if many of them have, 
in fact, suffered dramatic declines in eco- 
nomic opportunity in the last decade, they 
will, of course, want to know if recent events 
have convinced you to reconsider your strate- 
gies on Federal aid to cities. 

The President. Well, first place, I'd like 
to look at the New York Times editorial. I 
have asked the Director of OMB to give me 
the amounts by which Federal spending has 
increased, and it’s increased dramatically. We 
may be being judged by whether you should 
put money into these hopeless projects of 
bricks and mortar that we saw rot in St. 
Louis, for example, and deny everybody dig- 
nity. 

If you can pick out a program like that 
one and say spending is down, you're correct. 
What we've tried to do is bring it to bear 
in different ways. We've tried for block grants 
that leave the individual communities to have 
a better shot. But overall, I can certify to 
you that spending is up. So, I’d have to see 
exactly what it is that the New York Times 
is talking about. 

What was the second part of your ques- 
tion? Is she gone? 

Q. She’s back. [Laughter] The second part 
was, many of the people in LA have, in fact, 
suffered dramatic declines in economic op- 
portunity in the last decade. They will, of 
course, want to know if recent events have 
convinced you to reconsider your strategies 
on Federal aid to cities. 

The President. I think we should certainly 
reconsider the status quo in terms of Federal 
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aid to cities. And that’s one of the things 
we've been trying to do by offering people 
HOPE, Home Ownership for People Every- 
where, for offering them enterprise zones 
that would actually bring businesses into the 
communities. You see, I don’t think this is 
a time for blame, as I said in my remarks. 
I think it is a time to rethink and to try some 
new ideas as to how we cope with the prob- 
lems of the cities. I think we would all agree 
that it hasn’t worked. It hasn’t worked in the 
last 10 years; it hasn’t worked in the last 30. 
And so we’ve got to do what we can. 

All the time I have to bear in mind, how- 
ever, because of my concern about the Fed- 
eral deficit that’s appalling, exactly how many 
dollars can be brought to bear in the commu- 
nity. And this is one of the reasons I like 
what Peter Ueberroth is talking—what we’ve 
tried to be talking about in terms of Points 
of Light, people, neighbors helping neigh- 
bors, in terms of block grants and fewer man- 
dated programs. 

One of the places that I may have a dif- 
ference with the New York Times editorial 
page, and there may be others, relates to the 
concept of mandated programs. You see, 
every Governor, every Governor comes to 
Washington and says, “Do not mandate any 
more programs. Please do not pass programs 
that tell me as Governor or my mayors as 
mayors how they have to spend the money.” 

So, we have a proposal for a substantial 
block grant that has been pending in the 
United States Congress, and maybe that time 
has come to think new thoughts and to try 
that one. So I would tell them: Look, I’m 
not happy with the status quo, and clearly 
you're not happy with the status quo, so let’s 
try some new ideas. Let’s try some change. 
And this isn’t any time for demagoguery or 
blame. 

In my view, it’s a time to go out and sen- 
sibly and sensitively survey the situation, do 
what I have suggested here, which is to bring 
the Federal resources to bear on the prob- 
lem, and then say: Look, let’s turn over a 
new leaf, and let’s see what will heal. And 
all the time remembering that we cannot 
condone lawlessness and violence. And so we 
can separate that out. I will do what the Fed- 
eral Government can do to support the local 
police, to support the mayors, to support the 
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Governors in their requests for support for 
keeping the peace. So, that’s one. 

And then the other: What do you do about 
the problems? How do you bring hope where 
there has been hopelessness? And I think my 
challenge now is to find a package of answers 
that will at least give these people that you're 
talking about a shot at something new. And 
I am not pessimistic about it. I really believe 
that in our country sometimes out of despair 
or out of gloom comes real opportunity. 
That’s the way I’m going to approach, with 
no rancor in my heart, and do what we can 
to help. 

And I must tell you, I am very pleased 
at the reaction from both the Governor and 
the mayor about the Federal response. It is 
not easy when you want the Federal Govern- 
ment to be a partner, but you don’t want 
it to dominate. I think we’ve handled it right 
in terms of putting down the violence. And 
I hope we're handling it right in terms of 
compassionate help to people that des- 
perately need it. 

Q. Mr. President, if we have time for one 
more question 


Welfare Reform 


Q. My question is, you have indicated that 
there are some basic flaws with our current 
welfare system, and that they are related to 
the crisis in Los Angeles. What are your spe- 
cific ideas for welfare reform, and how will 
they relate to that crisis? 

The President. The best answer on wel- 
fare reform is to give the States the flexibility 
through the waiver process to innovate. And 
that’s exactly what we’ve done now with the 
State of Wisconsin. We have invited other 
States to send in requests for waivers so that 
we can let them innovate. 

In the Wisconsin program, for example, 
there was Learnfare, there was Workfare, as 
a part of their reform program. Some were 
upset because in the program it suggests that 
if you curtail payments after so many chil- 
dren that that would be cruel. Others are 
saying that that'll be a disincentive for fami- 
lies that are going to just be on welfare and 
be there for decades. But let’s see it work. 
This was passed by the Wisconsin Legisla- 
ture. Let’s see it work. 
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So, the Federal role predominantly is to 
provide the flexibility to the States that are 
required. But underlying my own philosophy 
is this concept of work incentive, learning in- 
centive. And Id like to see us really go for- 
ward on this program because therein, I 
think, lies the answer. I do not think that 
you're going to design one-size-fits-all wel- 
fare legislation out of Washington, DC. 
We've got to get past this view. And it’s tough 
in an election year when you hear all the 
promises of these grand designs, which 
means just more Federal spending. I’m sorry, 
but I don’t think the highly centralized Fed- 
eral answers work, and I don’t think that they 
need the support of people that are hurting, 
in the future. 

So, this one on welfare, we’re trying this 
diffused, decentralized approach, underpin- 
ning it as the kind of philosophy I’ve outlined 
for you. But I think it'll be well-received by 
the American people, and I wish those in 
Wisconsin who are starting with this waiver 
the greatest success with their approach. 

Q. Mr. President, we thank you very much 
for taking time out of your schedule to join 
us, and we wish you well on your trip to Los 
Angeles. 

The President. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. via 
satellite from Room 459 of the Old Executive 
Office Building to the American Newspaper 
Publishers Association Convention in New 
York City. In his remarks, he referred to 
Peter Ueberroth, chairman of the Rebuild 
L.A. Committee, and Jim Burke, chairman 
of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With President Rafael 
Callejas of Honduras 


May 6, 1992 


Q. Mr. President, do you think your feel- 
ings about the blame game have been mis- 
interpreted? 


May 6 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


The President. 1 hope not. I’ve made it 
very clear. you heard me speak on it. I hope 
it’s clear. 

Q. Your remarks on Monday and your 
spokesman’s remarks? 

The President. My remarks on Monday 
about what? 

Q. Blaming Congress for not passing your 
programs. 

The President. Well, I'd like to get them 
passed. But I really don’t think this is the 
time for blame; I think this is a time to move 
forward. And I think what Marlin said got 
grossly misinterpreted. 

So I don’t want to discuss it anymore. I’ve 
got a distinguished visitor and a good friend 
here. The man is doing a first-class job down 
there, and we've got some business to talk 
about. 

Q. You’re not taking him to the wood- 
shed—Marlin? 

The President. Absolutely not. 

Q. Do you think that Clinton’s playing 
politics 

The President. Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], get out of here. 
Come on. We've got to go to work. 

Q. We'll see you outside, right? 


Note: The exchange began at 3:15 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tents of this exchange. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Smith on the President’s Meetin 
With President Rafael Callejas o 
Honduras 


May 6, 1992 


The President met this afternoon with 
President Rafael Callejas of Honduras. The 
President congratulated him on the success 
of his 2-year-old economic reform program. 
He praised President Callejas’ efforts to re- 
duce tariffs, thereby opening Honduras’ mar- 
kets and increasing its trade. The President 
thanked President Callejas for his efforts to 
strengthen democracy and economic integra- 
tion in the region. 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / May 6 


President Callejas expressed his apprecia- 
tion to the President for the generous assist- 
ance to his country from the United States, 
including substantial debt relief. He indi- 
cated that he remains committed to the mar- 
ket-oriented economic reforms that have 
begun to spur economic growth in Honduras. 
He thanked the President for his firm sup- 
port for liberalized trade in agricultural prod- 
ucts in the ongoing GATT trade negotiations. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
May 6, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended (47 U.S.C. 396(i)), 
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for Fis- 
cal Year 1991 and the Inventory of the Fed- 
Funds Distributed to Public Tele- 
communications Entities by Federal Depart- 
ments and Agencies: Fiscal Year 1991. 


aa 
eral 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 6, 1992. 


Letter to Con yressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Cyprus Conflict 
May 6, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22 
U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am submitting to you this 
bimonthly report on progress toward a nego- 
tiated settlement of the Cyprus question. 
This report covers January and February and, 
for the sake of continuity, the first 10 days 
of March 1992. 

As reported in my last letter to you on this 
subject, we were in contact with the U.N. 
Cyprus negotiators at the end of 1991 in 
preparation for the installation on January 1 
of the new U.N. Secretary General, Mr. 
Boutros Ghali. On January 3, the first full 
U.N. workday in 1992, the U.S. Special Cy- 
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prus Coordinator, Nelson Ledsky, consulted 
in New York with the new Secretary General 
on how to proceed during Ambassador 
Ledsky’s projected trip to Ankara, Nicosia, 
and Athens. 

Ambassador Ledsky was in the Eastern 
Mediterranean from January 7 through Janu- 
ary 17, and during that time he received as- 
surances from Prime Minister Demirel of 
Turkey, the leadership of the two Cypriot 
communities, and Prime Minister Mitsotakis 
of Greece that the parties were committed 
to proceed with the U.N.-sponsored settle- 
ment process, taking up where it had left off 
in the late summer of 1991. 

By the end of January, the U.N. nego- 
tiators had themselves returned to the area 
and began their first round of consultations 
in 1992 with the Governments of Greece and 
Turkey and the leadership of the two Cypriot 
communities. This round ended without 
progress when, due to the illness of Turkish 
Cypriot Leader Rauf Denktash, the Turkish 
Cypriots were unable to address sub- 
stantively the issues contained in the Sec- 
retary General’s “set of ideas” for a Cyprus 
settlement. Disappointed by this lack of 
progress, the Secretary General’s negotiators 
returned to New York on February 7. 

On February 10, I discussed the Cyprus 
issue with Prime Minister Demirel during his 
official visit to Washington. He repeated his 
assurances that Turkey wanted a Cyprus set- 
tlement and would work cooperatively in 
support of the U.N. Secretary General’s 
good-offices mission in an effort to obtain 
such a solution. He gave similar assurances 
directly to Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
3 days later in New York. 

The Secretary General’s Cyprus nego- 
tiators returned to Ankara on February 17. 
After meeting with representatives of the 
Government of Turkey, they expressed con- 
cern that Turkey appeared to be placing con- 
ditions on the continuation of the negotiation 
along lines put forward earlier by the Turkish 
Cypriots. Moreover, these conditions seemed 
to go beyond the mandate conferred on the 
Secretary General by the U.N. Security 
Council as reaffirmed in U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 649 (1990) and 716 (1991). 

On March 3, Under Secretary of State Ar- 
nold Kanter met with Prime Minister 
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Demirel in Ankara. During their discussions 
of Cyprus, Under Secretary Kanter reiterated 
the desire of the United States for the suc- 
cess of the U.N. Secretary General's efforts 
to resolve peacefully, fairly, and permanently 
the Cyprus problem. Under Secretary Kanter 
had assured Greek Foreign Minister Samaras 
of the same commitment in Athens on Feb- 
ruary 29. Prime Minister Demirel told Under 
Secretary Kanter that he understood the U.S. 
position and that any impression that Turkey 
had reversed itself on the Secretary General’s 
good-offices mission was a result of a mis- 
understanding by the U.N. negotiators of 
Turkey’s position. 


On March 10, at the meeting of the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council in Brussels, 
Secretary of State Baker met separately with 
Foreign Minister Cetin of Turkey and For- 
eign Minister Samaras of Greece. He re- 
ceived assurances that Greece and Turkey 
are committed to support the Secretary Gen- 
eral’s Cyprus good-offices mission. Having 
received these assurances, Ambassador 
Ledsky travelled to the Eastern Mediterra- 
nean once again on March 17 to discuss with 
the parties in greater detail the U.N. Sec- 
retary General’s “set of ideas” for a Cyprus 
settlement. 


I continue to believe that the Secretary 
General’s efforts provide the only peaceful 
means of reaching a permanent settlement 
of the Cyprus issue. Further, I believe that 
the Secretary General’s “set of ideas” can and 
should be an appropriate basis for moving 
forward. It is my hope that the next few 
months will see progress in this worthwhile 
effort. 


Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Message to the Congress on Trade 
With Certain Former Soviet 
Republics 


May 6, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 402(c)(2)(A) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “Act’) 
(19 U.S.C. 2432(c)(2)(A)), I have determined 
that a waiver of the application of subsections 
(a) and (b) of section 402 with respect to 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, 
Ukraine, and Uzbekistan will substantially 
promote the objectives of section 402. A copy 
of that determination is enclosed. I have also 
received assurances with respect to the emi- 
gration practices of Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Moldova, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan required by section 402(c)(2)(B) 
of the Act. This message constitutes the re- 
ort to the Congress required by section 
402(c)(2). 


Pursuant to section 402(c)(2), I shall waive 
by Executive order the application of sub- 
sections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the Act 
with respect to Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Moldova, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 6, 1992. 


Memorandum on Trade With 
Certain Former Soviet Republics 


May 6, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-25 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination under Section 
402(c)(2)(A) of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended—Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Moldova, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan 


Pursuant to section 402(c)(2)(A) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “Act’’) 
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(19 U.S.C. 2432(c)(2)(A)), I determine that 
a waiver by Executive order of the applica- 
tion of subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 
of the Act with respect to Azerbaijan, Geor- 
gia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan will substantially promote the ob- 
jectives of section 402. 


You are authorized and directed to publish 
this determination in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Nomination of Robert E. Gribbin III 
To Be United States Ambassador to 
the Central African Republic 


May 6, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert E. Gribbin III, of 
Alabama, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, class of Counselor, to be Am- 
bassador of the United States to the Central 
African Republic. He would succeed Daniel 
Howard Simpson. 


Currently Mr. Gribbin is a participant in 
the Senior Seminar at the U.S. Department 
of State. Prior to this, he served as Deputy 
Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in 
Kampala, Uganda, 1988-91; Deputy Direc- 
tor of the Office of East African Affairs at 
the U.S. Department of State, 1985-88; and 
a Congressional Fellow for Representative 
Stephen Solarz, 1984-85. From 1981 to 
1984, Mr. Gribbin served as a Principal Offi- 
cer in the United States Consulate in 
Mombasa, Kenya. 


Mr. Gribbin graduated from the Univer- 
sity of the South (B.A., 1968) and School of 
Advanced International Studies (M.A., 
1973). He was born February 5, 1946, in 
Durham, NC. Mr. Gribbin is married, has 
two children, and resides in Springfield, VA. 


Nomination of Peter Jon deVos To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Tanzania 


May 6, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Peter Jon deVos, of Florida, 
a career member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am- 
bassador of the United States to the United 
Republic of Tanzania. He would succeed Ed- 
mund DeJarnette, Jr. 


Currently Ambassador deVos serves as the 
U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Liberia. 
Prior to this, he served as Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State at the Bureau of 
Oceans and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs, 1989-90; and as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for Science and 
Technology, 1987-89. In addition, Ambas- 
sador deVos has served as the U.S. Ambas- 
sador to the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, 1983-87; and as the U.S. Ambassador 
to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and the Re- 
public of Cape Verde, 1980-83. 


Ambassador deVos graduated from Prince- 
ton University (B.A., 1960) and Johns Hop- 
kins University (M.A., 1962). He was born 
December 24, 1938, in San Diego, CA. Am- 
bassador deVos is married and resides in 
Cabin John, MD. 


Remarks on Arrival in Los Angeles, 
California 


May 6, 1992 


Well, I’m very pleased to be here in Los 
Angeles and thankful to see that calm has 
returned to the city; glad to receive that re- 
port just now from the Mayor, members of 
the city council, and from the Governor. As 
I think back today to what I said last Friday 
evening, I do think of the oath that I took 
when I entered the office, the Constitution’s 
charge to every President to “ensure domes- 
tic tranquility.” This I know: We can never 
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condone violence because without peace, 
there certainly can be no hope. We cannot 
begin to move forward, could not begin to 
rebuild until the violence had stopped and 
the order restored. We’ve met the first mis- 
sion, and I salute those who have participated 
in it. And now, the good cea of south 
central L.A. are free to come out from be- 
hind those closed doors to begin the difficult 
but extremely important process of rebuild- 
ing the city. 

Tomorrow, I'll be meeting with commu- 
nity leaders, with some citizens, to see and 
speak with the people who have firsthand 
knowledge of last week’s tragic events. I will 
assure them, as I can assure all the citizens 
of Los Angeles: The Federal Government is 
committed to help this city, help this city re- 
build. 

Let me focus just for a moment on the 
actions that we’re taking at the Federal level 
to help. Through my Presidential disaster 
declaration, FEMA, that’s the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency, will make an es- 
timated $300 million in assistance available 
to individuals and families in the city and 
county of Los Angeles. I will make grants 
directly to people hit hardest by the violence, 
personal grants up to $11,500 to meet urgent 
needs like food and clothing and medicine. 
Now, these grants will also help with tem- 
porary housing, money for repair to homes 
with minimal damage and to provide shelter 
for those families who lost their homes. 
We're also helping with crisis counseling and 
disaster unemployment assistance for those 
who are now without jobs as a result of the 
disaster. 

A disaster field office is already up and 
running, and FEMA’s 800 assistance number 
is ready right now to receive calls in a wide 
array of languages: English, Spanish, Chi- 
nese, Thai, Korean, Vietnamese, and Laotian. 
In addition, FEMA will assist the public sec- 
tor in repairing and restoring public utilities 
like water and electricity that are absolutely 
essential to everyday life. 

Beyond these emergency grants, we will 
provide SBA loans, pod loans they're 
called, up to $500,000 for physical damage 
and lost inventory. Homeowners and renters 
are also eligible for assistance under SBA for 
programs up to $100,000 for damage and 
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losses. Preliminary estimates indicate that 
roughly $300 million in loans will be made 
in this area. 

All told, aid to speed the recovery process 
could total approximately $600 million. This 
assistance will help get boarded-up and 
burned-out businesses open again, up and 
running. It will help people clean up the 
streets, help the individuals and families who 
lost their home and all their belongings to 
cope with this most personal of tragedies. 

Finally, the Department of Agriculture has 
arranged for delivery of over 2,000 cases of 
rice cereal; over 2,000 cases of infant for- 
mula; nearly 250 cases of nonfat dry milk, 
and continues to assess the emergency food 
needs. 

This is a good beginning. The urgent need 
for assistance must not obscure the mag- 
nitude of the larger challenge that we face. 
Beyond these short-term actions, we must 
bring hope and opportunity to our inner 
cities. The aim must not simply be to recreate 
what we had but to build something better 
in its place. There must be no return to the 
status quo. Too often in the past, we’ve meas- 
ured our compassion the wrong way, by 
budgets and bureaucracies instead of how 
many poor people have permanently escaped 
poverty. So this must end. And there’s no 
question, the Federal Government has a ter- 
ribly important, a fundamental role in ending 
poverty and despair in our cities. But the 
time really has come to try a new way. So 
we need to let poor families take back control 
of their lives by making our commitment to 
end poverty and despair greater than ever 
before. 

So this time, we’ve got to make certain to 
put the Government on the side of oppor- 
tunity, on the side of human dignity, on the 
side of hope. Anything less would really be 
a disservice to the people of Los Angeles who 
need our help. Anything less would be un- 
worthy of our great country. 

In 5 short days, Los Angeles has made 
great strides, and the number of people who 
deserve thanks runs up into the tens of thou- 
sands: The firefighters, the police officers 
who worked hours on end. There’s this enor- 
mous corps of volunteers, I’m told, the 
churches, the churchgoers, those out in the 
communities organizing. The many people 
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known and unknown who came to the aid 
of people that were hurt, people in need, who 
stepped forward to stop the violence, to save 
a life. 

Let me say something, something I prom- 
ised myself I’d say the moment we got here, 
say this to every one of the people who 
reached out across the barriers of color and 
put their own safety at risk to help others: 
Thank God for what you did. You did more 
than simply save a life. You gave a Nation 
great cause for hope. And you proved amidst 
the hate and the horror that this is still the 
City of the Angels. I salute the local officials. 
I’m very grateful to the Mayor and the others 
who are here to greet me, from the city coun- 
cil to our Governor. I’ve listed what the Fed- 
eral Government can do, but we recognize 
this is a team effort. I understand that on 
the ground already is a fantastic volunteer 
operation, one to stimulate the volunteer sec- 
tor, and we salute those who are working in 
that way, too. 

So it’s a pleasure to be here. I know I will 
learn a lot from what I see. And I salute 
those, all of them standing right here with 
me, incidentally, who have worked tirelessly 
night and day to restore order and to return 
the city to a city of hope. Thank you all very, 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at 
Los Angeles International Airport. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Remarks at Mount Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church in Los Angeles 


May 7, 1992 


Thank you, Reverend Hill. Let me just say 
to his parishioners and to his fellow members 
of the clergy that we Bushes have great re- 
spect for your pastor, respect for what he 
stands for, respect for his leadership, and re- 
spect for his emphasis on femnily values. 

I listened to prayers with wonder, admira- 
tion. I think we got a pretty good start, don’t 
you, with Miss Elmore singing, but I heard 
what his Eminence, Cardinal Mahoney said 
about racial tension. We must address that. 
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What Bishop McMurray and Dr. Billy 
Ingram said about healing, we've got to ad- 
dress that; what Dr. Massey said about the 
importance of the church. And as you look 
at the chaos and turmoil in this country, not 
just in the wake of the riots of Los Angeles 
but all the problems we face in the country, 
the problems we face internationally, I keep 
coming back to my own thinking, to the im- 
portance of the church, the importance of 
our faith. Then Reverend Massey talked 
about this is no time for blame, and he’s right 
about that. This is not a time for blame, and 
I am not here in the mode of politics. I am 
not here in the mode of partisanship. I am 
not here in the mode of blame. I’m here to 
learn from the community and at this mo- 
ment to tell you of the values that I strongly 
believe in. 

When Reverend Hill and other national 
leaders came last Friday to the White House, 
I reminded the group of what Mayor Tom 
Bradley and other mayors, urban mayors, 
rural mayors, had to tell me not so many 
months ago. They told me of their concerns 
for their cities, their municipalities. But they 
came together on one key point: They told 
me that their major concern about the prob- 
lems in the cities was the decline of the 
American family, the fact that the family is 
weaker today. I think that we have simply 
got to find ways to help strengthen the Amer- 
ican family. This church does that for the 
immediate family; all of your churches do 
that for the families of your parishioners. But 
we've got to broaden it out. 

This church brings the generations, grand- 
parents, great-grandparents, and grandkids, 
here to work within this church. That 
strengthens the American family. And to give 
the kids not only indoctrination into faith and 
into the teachings of the Lord but the church 
helps kids understand the larger family. We 
are one Nation under God. We must remem- 
ber that. We must advocate that. We must 
continue to state that we are one Nation 
under God. 

And we are our brother’s keeper, not to 
keep him back, not to keep him down, but 
to keep him well and to keep him safe and 
to give him a shot at the American dream. 
Family values, that means respect for one an- 
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other, and it does mean honor thy mother 
and thy father. 

I talked to Barbara this morning and told 
her a little bit—I didn’t know it fully—about 
what Reverend E.V. Hill had in store for all 
of us today, but particularly for me. He had 
failed to point out that he had the distin- 
guished leaders of various denominations 
here and that I would be flanked behind me 
by people who are active pastors in the won- 
derful churches of this area. And she told 
me, she said, “You’ve got your nerve. You've 
got a lot of nerve to stand up in front of 
all those people and tell them what you think 
about values.” But I’m going to try anyway. 
[Laughter] 

I do want to single out Reverend Jones 
and Mrs. Jones for what they do, reaching 
across the States, bringing help to others. 
That’s family. That’s God’s family. Family 
values means the church must continue to 
teach the kids right from wrong. 

I was over at a supermarket, and the guy 
with tears in his eyes was telling me, “One 
of my own employees came in and took stuff 
out of this store.” He couldn’t understand 
it. We've got to teach right from wrong. Gov- 
ernment cannot do that. We can try, those 
of us in public life, to set reasonably good 
examples of family and faith. But the values 
have to be taught, and the church has a tre- 
mendously important role on that. 

I think that when Barbara reads to kids 
that she is emphasizing not just the impor- 
tance of education that we all believe in, so 
many of you working with children, but she’s 
emphasizing the importance of the role of 
grandparents; even more, the importance of 
love. 

To struggle against hard times, to over- 
come the devastation of poverty, of racism, 
or of riots, we need our family. We need our 
own family. We need our church family. And 
we must find ways to strengthen America as 
a family. Back to what the Cardinal said, we 
are embarrassed by interracial violence and 
prejudice. We’re ashamed. We should take 
nothing but sorrow out of all of that and do 
our level-best to see that it’s eliminated from 
the American dream. A family that respects 
the law, a family that can lift others up. 

We need a family that is truly committed 
to faith, for again, we are one Nation under 
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God; a family that says “I’m my brother's 
keeper.” But it’s here, it was here in the 
ugliest moments of the rioting, the brother’s 
keeper aspect. I saw it in a police station just 
now. God bless the honest policemen that 
are defending the families of the neighbor- 
hood, all of them. 

But the message they got to me this morn- 
ing was a little different than the one that 
I see in that first 2 minutes on the evening 
news. This was a message of forgiving and 
healing. How neighbors had called in and 
said, “Here’s where you can go and pick up 
some looted goods,” or brought them to the 
police station so that they could be returned 
to their owners. We don’t hear enough of 
that kind of family action or that kind of fel- 
lowship. 

Another pastor, Reverend Bennie Newton, 
laid his life on the line for his brother. He 
saw a man literally beaten into the ground, 
and he waded through the fray, and he laid 
his body on top of the victim until the beating 
stopped. And here’s what he said. He said, 
“My heart was crying.” But the bottom line 
is, he saved that man’s life. He was his broth- 
er’s keeper. These are the stories that I think 
America needs to know about. We saw the 
violence. We’ve seen the hatred. And we’ve 
got to heal, to see the love. 

Los Angeles is going to recover. This is 
a great city. And I have pledged to the Gov- 
ermnor, to the Mayor the full support of the 
Federal Government. And if I might take one 
mention of personal pride here to say that 
I’m very pleased the way these Departments 
in the Federal Government have responded. 
Not to preempt, not to get credit, again, not 
to assign blame but to supplement the work 
in the communities, the work of the Mayor, 
the work of the council, and the work of the 
Governor. And I’m proud that Lou Sullivan, 
our Secretary of HHS, and Jack Kemp, our 
Secretary of HUD, are here today. And many 
others wanted to be with me, but somebody 
had to mind the store back there. 

Now Los Angeles will recover. I believe 
it is well on its way to recovery, thanks to 
what the local government and the State gov- 
ernment and the Federal presence are doing. 
And as Los Angeles comes back to its glory, 
all of us must ask ourselves: What can we 
do to help? This is no time to outline Federal 
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programs. This is a National Day of Prayer. 
This is a day to give our thanks. But we will 
do what we can to help and to assist and 
to lead in this reconciliation. To truly help, 
we've got to understand the agony of the de- 
pressed. You can’t solve the problem if you 
don’t feel its heartbeat. You’ve got to under- 
stand the hopelessness of those who literally 
have had no opportunity. 

Trucks bringing food and bricks and mor- 
tar are rolling into Los Angeles. And this city 
will be rebuilt. And I am confident that new 
opportunities will arise. But all across this 
Nation, we've got to renew our fight to 
strengthen the American family. It isn’t a 
burnt-out area in Los Angeles. It isn’t Cali- 
fornia. It is the entire country. That’s where 
everyone in this room, everyone in this hal- 
lowed sanctuary comes in. We've got to find 
ways to do that. We’ve got to fight against 
discrimination. We’ve got to continue to 
speak out against bigotry. We’ve got to fight 
for justice and equality, and on this National 
Day of Prayer it is fitting that we pray to 
God to help us. 

Abraham Lincoln was right, you can’t do 
it alone. If we asked him what he did in times 
of turmoil—you think of the problems he 
faced—he said, “I spent a lot of my time on 
my knees.” We have to understand that that 
faith is still terribly important to leaders, ter- 
ribly important to citizens that lead these 
communities. 

So I pray to God that He will give us the 
strength and the wisdom to bring the family 
together, the American family. Barbara and 
I prayed that our personal family and your 
personal families will be engulfed in God’s 
love and that every kid will have someone 
who knows his name and really cares about 
him. 

One little 4-year-old girl, maybe you heard 
the story, Ryan Bennett, prayed special pray- 
ers as she saw her neighborhood riddled with 
bullets, her candy store destroyed. And Ryan 
said, “I asked God if He could make it so 
it’s not dark anymore.” Let this Nation vow 
to help that it won’t be dark. 


Jote: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Rev. Edward V. 
Hill, pastor of Mount Zion Missionary Bap- 
tist Church; Bishop Robert W. McMurray, 
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bishop of the 16th episcopal district of the 
Apostolic Church; Rev. Billy Ingram, pastor 
of Maranatha Church; Rev. Floyd Massey, 
pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church; and 
Rev. Larry Jones, president of Feed the Chil- 
dren International in Oklahoma City, OK, 
and his wife, Frances. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Leaders of the Black Community in 
Los Angeles 


May 7, 1992 


Reverend E.V. Hill. May I give the 
ground rules, please. The persons who are 
seated in this assembly have been selected, 
across section from young people to business 
people to leaders. The President wanted to 
meet just a few. He will not have an oppor- 
tunity to hear a long question, but if you can 
make short your statement, the President of 
the United States would like to hear you. 

Mr. President, we are honored again to 
have you. 

The President. Reverend Hill, let me— 
I would never, ever correct E.V. Hill, espe- 
cially in his own church in its centennial year, 
but rather than questions, and I will be glad 
to answer them, what I really would like to 
get is the heartbeat of the community, hear 
from you all as to what you think can best 
help, where matters stand. 

It’s hard on a short visit to get all this. 
I will assure you, and I hope that Pete, sitting 
here, and Tom Bradley would agree that we 
have tried to bring Federal resources to bear 
in a timely fashion. It’s been done pretty low- 
key in the sense that the Federal officers out 
here have been not seeking a limelight. But 
under David Kearns they've put together a 
good task force, and I’ve been very gratified 
that the leaders, both from city council and 
the Mayor’s office, as well as the Governor’s 
office, feel the Federal Government is re- 
sponding, whether it’s from FEMA or wheth- 
er it’s from Jack Kemp’s HUD or whether 
it’s from Lou Sullivan’s HHS or the Depart- 
ment of Education. Leading the fray was Pat 
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Saiki out here very early for the SBA, small 
business loans. 

So I don’t want to go into all these pro- 
grams, although I'd be glad to have our ex- 
perts respond to any questions on them at 
all. But what I’d like to do is, first, to say 
thank you; second, to let you know that jus- 
tice will prevail, that we will follow through 
with my responsibilities under the law, and 
the Department of Justice is following 
through on the justice side of the equation 
to examine to see if civil rights of anybody 
have been violated, King or anybody, Rodney 
King or anyone else, that there be fairplay 
and equity there. 

But having said all that, let me tell you 
something, and you know it better than I. 
There is no way, really, I guess, that the 
President can come here in an-every-4-year 
situation and not have it be accused by some 
of being political. I don’t want it to be politi- 
cal. I want to get by this. We've got plenty 
of time later on in the year for the politics. 
I want to hear from you, just all the bark 
off as to what you think we can do, and please 
speak frankly about it. 

If your comments have a political ring it 
will not offend because, as I say, it’s a hard 
year to stay out of it. But we’re here to help 
and we’re here to learn. And that’s it. 

Mr. John Mack. Mr. President, and obvi- 
ously, this is not a political situation, even 
though I handled your campaign in south 
central—[laughter|—a few years ago, and I 
may do it again. But it’s under consideration, 
depending on a few things. Let’s get to the 
bottom line on this situation. There are going 
to be many resources that are brought into 
the Los Angeles area. We have, time and 
time again, seen resources come in, and they 
not adequately benefit the community. 

I serve on a committee here that was put 
together by the Federal Government. It’s 
called the Century Freeway Affirmative Ac- 
tion Committee. What we do is we examine 
the dollars that come in to see to that at least 
a portion of that money, it goes to people 
who live in this corridor that are involved. 
It is important to understand that merely al- 
locating resources, sending them in does not 
mean that we will not be excluded from the 
process of being able to help rebuild this 


community. 
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I encourage you to take a look at the Cen- 
tury Freeway Action program. It’s been in 
existence now 10 years. It’s a Federal decree, 
and we will see to it that the dollar allocation 
is fair. We will not allow people from outside 
of the community to economically sweep all 
this money away. 

That goes for you, too, Pete. [Laughter] 

The President. That’s a good opening 
comment. 

Mr. Rod Davis. Good morning, Mr. Presi- 
dent. My name is Rod Davis. I’m a small- 
businessman in the community, and I have 
come here today not representing any organi- 
zation, not looking for any political office but 
asking for help. I spent 9 years building a 
small business in south central Los Angeles. 
My family and I gave it everything we had. 
We are now totally burned out. I don’t know 
what resources I have to rebuild. 

So I’m just here today thanking you for 
coming and asking that the help will come 
forward. We would like to stay in south 
central Los Angeles. We have an investment 
in the community. But now it’s time that 
someone has to come to my aid. I’ve never 
had a small business loan. I’ve never had to 
come to the Government for anything. But 
now I don’t know where to turn because I 
do not have the resources to put my business 
back together, put my family back together. 
And we appreciate you coming out. 

The President. May I make a comment 
on that, Reverend? 

Reverend Hill. Yes. 

The President. Because there are a lot 
of others like you, and you're not here as 
a special pleader. The Federal Government 
can in a situation like this be of real assist- 
ance. It is largely through SBA, but perhaps 
other facilities, Agencies can help, too. 

Certainly this is one, this type of experi- 
ence is one where the Federal Government 
has resources available, pumping them in 
now. I outlined the programs last night. I 
won't go through them here, although Pat 
Saiki is here now. And to others like you 
whose life has gone up in smoke, we can get 
assistance, no strings attached to it, largely 
through SBA but not only SBA. 

And so we can get, in your case obviously, 
somebody in touch with you. But others like 
you, the Small Business Administration and 
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other Federal Agencies can help. I know that 
Pete or Tom Bradley can speak for the city. 
But this is clearly one where we have the 
resources. 

Dr. Clyde Oden. Mr. President, I’m Dr. 
Clyde Oden, president of the Watts Health 
Foundation. We operate a community health 
center in the community. We operate a num- 
ber of programs in the community. 

One thing we would like to just impress 
upon you and the rest of the leaders, that 
in the building of Los Angeles there has to 
be ownership by the residents. Existing insti- 
tutions need to see the resources come their 
way. The savings and loans, the banks, we 
need not have Bank of America or any of 
the other, Wells Fargo Bank, see the Federal 
monies come through their sources. They 
ought to come through local resources. 

Local community people want to own in 
their community. They find that the walls are 
there. The walls need to be removed so that 
we can have ownership in our community. 
We can build our own jobs, and we can build 
our community back. We want to do it. And 
if you look and see the community, you'll see 
that by and large people want to protect what 
is theirs. When they have an investment in 
it, they will make sure that it works and that 
it grows. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. Let me comment on that 
one. I strongly agree with the concept, and 
we will, again, push for the concept at the 
Federal level. But I am told by city officials 
that you are absolutely correct, that where 
ownership has been involved, there has been 
much more respect for property. And cer- 
tainly this concept of ownership in the com- 
munity, the businesses, is something I strong- 
ly endorse. And we will find ways to imple- 
ment that at the Federal level, I promise you. 

Ms. Lois Hill. My name is Lois Hill, and 
I’m a resident of south central Los Angeles. 
I don’t have a political ax to grind, but I do 
live in the heart of south central Los Angeles. 
And in the rebuilding of Los Angeles I would 
like to be a part of—I would like to see the 
number of unfavorable elements limited in 
my neighborhood. 

I worked on the board of education. I am 
not a teacher. I’m a little person. Right now 
we need $6 million or $10 million to keep 
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our afterschool program together. The safest 
place for the children in the community is 
in the afterschool program. That’s being cut. 
I work with the child development division, 
one of the places that provide child care for 
children. Part of their program is being cut. 
The biggest component, we have a feeding 
program where you are fed as a family-style 
feeding. It’s being cut because there is no 
money to fund it. 

We have got to lay aside politics, get to 
the root of the matter, and come together 
and heal our community. I live in south 
central Los Angeles. I don’t want to move 
out of south central Los Angeles. And I don’t 
want the people living on the outskirts of 
south central Los Angeles telling me what’s 
necessary in south central Los Angeles. 

I live on 89th and Avalon. I cannot go to 
the park because it’s too dangerous. My 
grandkids come over to my house and say, 
“Can I go to the park?” “No, you can’t.” But 
the people from outside the community are 
going to tell me how my community is sup- 
posed to be run. I need to know what you're 
going to do for my community? 

Mr. Jim Flournoy. One of the things that 
I think is sorely needed is, there are a lot 
of funds available but the trouble is who 
knows where they are. We don’t know where 
they are. I think that it’s critical that there 
be a communication network that will let-— 
like this man said, I don’t know where to 
go. There should be someplace where the 
people like that will know where to go to 
take advantage of those kinds of funds. 

The President. The things we’re trying to 
work out for the Federal Government is that 
kind of, like a what you call a one-stop-shop- 
ping approach. And David Kearns, who is our 
number two in the Department of Edu- 
cation—some may remember him through 
his work with the Urban League and others 
when he was the chairman of Xerox, a very 
large company, but a great manager—is 
working that problem right now. And it 
would include not just the kind of services 
that this lady talked about, but all of it, in- 
cluding what the private sector can do to 
help. I know Peter Ueberroth’s getting in- 
volved in that, and we have a national office 
on that. But I think that the plea here is a 





790 


very good one for letting people know what's 
out there. 

Mr. Warren Valdry. Mr. President, my 
name is Warren Valdry, the president of the 
100 Black Men of Los Angeles. Again, we're 
very pleased that you have taken the time 
to come here to validate the involvement of 
the Federal Government. Yet, on the other 
hand, we, the 100 Black Men, lost its build- 
ing. And as you know, we have been working 
with the very model program called the 
Young Black Scholars 

The President. I know it. 

Mr. Valdry. putting kids in college 
and universities all around the country. Gov- 
ernor Wilson has been very supportive of that 
concept. And one of the things that we'd like 
to see as these resources come forward, that 
it begins to build a relationship, build a part- 
nership whereby the community is empow- 
ered to become stakeholders in that process. 
The 100 Black Men building was burned to 
the ground. We spent 7 years getting that 
building together. It was a mini city hall for 
the community people, the elderly, the 
young folk to come in there. There was a 
model room where they could come in and 
watch city hall in action. It was bringing city 
hall to the community. 

The organization is ready to go again. We 
want to rebuild. And the organization stands 
ready to be a part of that collective group 
that you want to put together. And we just 
say thanks, again, for being here. We want 
to work. We want to mend the relationship 
of this community. We want to be part of 
it. 

The President. May I ask you a question 
before you sit down? And it may be an impos- 
sible one to answer. But here’s 100 Black 
Men, a respected organization that has no 
enemies. Why would someone target—no 
matter what the rage, why would somebody 
target that building? We’ve seen this gen- 
tleman—what’s your name again? 

Mr. Dereke Carr. Dereke. 

The President. Yes, Dereke. He was tell- 
ing me this morning, he was the one I was 
referring to about who saw one of his own 
employees taking stuff out of the store. We 
went around and talked about the ownership 
and the different facilities there. One was a 
dentist’s office. The dentist and his wife 
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stood out there with a dog trying to keep 
people from coming in and taking—where 
is he—Dr. Faulkner right here. An amazing 
story. But why? Maybe that one is messed 
up because it was next door to a supermarket 
where people can go and get food. But why 
the 100 Black Men, why would somebody 
destroy that building? Can you 

Mr. Valdry. The only thing that I think 
that it might have had—the city was leasing 
the building. It might have had the city em- 
blem up there, I don’t know. But I want to 
just conclude with the fact that the Young 
Black Scholars, a model program that is really 
being modeled by the State now with senate 
bill 1114, and it also reflects the Education 
2000 vision that you are really pushing for- 
ward. 

Dr. Larry Kirkland. 1 simply want to 
thank the President for coming, and we're 
privileged that you’ve come. But to answer 
your question that you asked a minute ago 
when people have been neglected and when 
people. have been pressed down for so long, 
they do not think rationally. And that’s why 
that building was burned. That’s a question 
I really wanted to encourage you to raise. 

We need economic empowerment, and we 
need educational opportunities. I’m sure the 
resources will be released that will restore 
this community. I know a lot of members 
who lost their businesses, and I’m sure that 
will be restored. But we need more long- 
range planning. We’re living in a post-indus- 
trial period, and we are educating our people 
to deal with a bygone era. We need to look 
at how we train our people so that they can 
have the educational advantages, so that they 
can deal with the contemporary generation. 

And that’s what we need to look at today, 
Mr. President. I encourage you, hopefully, 
that we could look at training lab technicians. 
We can look at training physician assistants. 
We can look at training people for this con- 
temporary society so they can meet the needs 
of that. 

Mr. Baxter Sinclair. I’m Baxter Sinclair, 
owner of a pipeline company, and we've 
come to hear you. And you're here to get 
some answers, how can you help? I think 
that’s what you want. 

The President. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Sinclair. I have been hearing about 
infrastructure. I think that the infrastructure, 
the sewer lines and the water lines, are badly 
depleted. And this State just don’t have the 
money. Pete just does not have the money. 
The Federal Government needs to place 
some money in there quickly. And along with 
that is that we devise some plans to see that 
the community works on these projects. 
What has happened here before has not been 
that way mounted the frustration. 

Last question, you always said a kinder, 
gentler Nation, okay? The people that have 
been arrested, it’s wrong what they did, but 
if I were you, Governor, I'd put every one 
of them out there to clean the mess up that 
they did. It cost too much to keep them in 
prison. We cannot afford it no more. Just my 
suggestion, sir: Work, employment is the an- 
swer now, you see? The money in infrastruc- 
ture certainly, surely would help, and I know 
the Government can handle that. 

The President. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Celes King. Mr. President, fortu- 
nately, we had an opportunity to talk earlier. 
I won’t repeat a number of things we already 
said. But I would like to just reiterate a cou- 
ple of points that I think are absolutely essen- 
tial; one has been touched upon by several 
people. As we go through this rebuilding 
process, it’s absolutely essential that addi- 
tional ways and new and different kinds of 
ways be found to put more African Ameri- 
cans into business. There are problems of 
lack of access to capital, discrimination, and 
other kinds of problems, but that’s an impor- 
tant thing. 

The question about why would people 
strike at their own 

The President. A friendly building, yes. 

Mr. King. That’s a good question. One of 
the black men, Paul Hudson—a savings and 
loan, an outstanding institution in our city, 
an outstanding man in our city, and I think 
that may be a reflection of the class problem 
we have here. One of the tragedies of this 
riot was that it was integration at its worst. 
Even though there’s been an image that it 
was mainly African Americans, but across the 
board, Latinos, whites. I think these were 
people who were alienated, disaffected. They 
had no stake in the process, in the system. 
They had no faith. So we’ve got to provide 
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training. We've got to provide jobs for these 
youth. And we have to have ownership, and 
we have to develop some hope and some con- 
fidence. And I ines if we do that, we may 
be on our way. 

Reverend Albert Nicholson. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I’m Pastor Albert Nicholson, St. Peter’s 
Baptist Church of L.A., and we understand 
that there are at least 25 churches in the city 
that were also burned. And one of my 
churches was burned. We also understand 
that there will be low-interest rates coming 
through because of the $600 million that you 
allocated from the Federal Government for 
small businesses. Will this also apply for the 
churches? 

The President. I think the answer would 
be yes, but do you know the answer io that, 
Pat, whether SBA can apply to the recon- 
struction of churches? 

Administrator Saiki. We'll look into it, 
Mr. President. 

The President. She doesn’t know offhand, 
but it ought to and we ought—there’s a place, 
if we need change, there’s something we 
ought to change. 

Mr. Leon Watkins. My name is Leon 
Watkins, and I’m with the Family Help-Line. 
The Help-Line is a counseling service that 
helps families in the inner city. We’ve been 
doing this for the past several years as a vol- 
unteer group. 

I was in Washington with a HUD summit 
for youth in February. I'd like to commend 
Secretary Kemp for having the vision to un- 
derstand that we've got to invest in our youth 
and public housing. I know we're talking 
about rebuilding the buildings, but we've got 
to begin to rebuild our young people, the 
ones who have slipped through the cracks. 

Right now, today, there are thousands of 
people who have just gotten out of jail. We 
talk about the “Crips” and the “Bloods,” but 
we have got to invest in these people. God 
loves these people. But we don’t know how 
to deal with them. We’ve got to put out posi- 
tive programs. I don’t expect you to do it, 
but to enforce the Governor and the Mayor. 

And the last thing I’d like to say that the 
“Crips” and the “Bloods” had a peace treaty 
yesterday. We need to take advantage of that 
and try to go to them and try to reach out 
to them and give them some kind of hope 
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that we are capable of dealing with their 
problems. 

Dr. Thelma Eaton. Mr. President, I’m 
Dr. Thelma Eaton, and I’m president of the 
Coalition of 100 Black Women. Three points: 

One, I think we need to take a com- 
prehensive approach to these problems; that 
is a bio-psycho-social approach, because 
when one quantity of body is damaged and 
you don’t have service to the other parts, that 
part cannot heal properly. So we need to 
have a comprehensive approach, housing, 
health, economics empowerment, et cetera. 
So we have to deal with these needs from 
avery comprehensive perspective. 

Second point: We need to approach these 
needs from a preventive, this is, long-term 
preventive rather than residual because what 
we do is we have a band-aid approach. We 
wait for it to happen then we go in and we 
try to fix it. 

Third comment: The coalition has a 
mentoring program, and the Governor is pro- 
moting a comprehensive mentoring program. 
And I think that kind of effort also, in addi- 
tion to what has been said, can be very help- 
ful. The one-to-one, one-to-one kind of ef- 
fort, along with the wider institution, can be 
meaningful to meet these needs. 

Reverend Hill. I'd like to point out, Mr. 
President, the first Afro-American queen of 
U.S.C. 

Ms. Cheryl Walker. Good morning, my 
name is Cheryl Walker, and I’m a marketing 
representative from the Quiet Storm radio 
station. And my comment is that throughout 
the pages of history we see dis- 
enfranchisement on both sides when there 
have been Democrats in power and also 
when there have been Republicans. The 
Democrats have poured in a lot of programs 
that continue to make blacks to be depend- 
ent, while Republicans say pull yourselves up 
by your boot straps, and then we say we have 
no boot straps. 

My challenge to you today is that instead 
of having partisan politics that we have peo- 
ple politics. With a program like welfare, 
rather than making people dependent and 
constantly just giving them money, if there 
was a set limit of time, say 3 years in which 
they would receive monies while they're 
going to school or while they're training so 
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that they could be dependent upon them- 
selves and that they would be progressing 
and be able to use the resources that we 
have. And that’s my challenge to you this 
morning. And I thank you for being here. 

Mr. Walter Goodman. My name is Wal- 
ter Goodman. I think I’m one of the few who 
is an unemployed construction worker that 
has worked in the metrorail. And us men, 
we take a lot of pride in what we do. And 
I would like for you, Mr. President, to under- 
stand that we—I don’t think you know of the 
discrimination that has been done to us in 
that department because there are very few 
blacks that are able to get into that kind of 
work. And we'd like to see if somebody can 
help us get that taken care of because there’s 
a lot of work there. I’ve been out of work 
for over a year. I know I’m qualified. I’ve 
tried to get a job on the freeway, and it just 
won't happen. I think we need to look at that. 

Mr. Leslie Small. Mr. President, my 
name is Leslie Small, and I grew up on the 
streets of Los Angeles. i was in a program 
when I was in high school that took me off 
the streets of Los Angeles. It was a program 
that allowed me to go to college in 10th grade 
and to experience college life as a youth and 
then paid us $400 every 2 months in order 
to stay in college. And this program has given 
me the foresight and the ability to look past 
the dregs of Los Angeles and try to build 
a solid foundation. 

And I would appeal to the Government, 
instead of putting together programs for sur- 
vival in the black community, we need pro- 
grams of development, the kind of develop- 
ment that allows us as black youths and 
young people looking for a positive future 
to see a brighter light at the end of the tun- 
nel. And the program that I came up under 
in high school is no longer there. And I would 
see if those kinds of programs could be insti- 
tuted that allows us not only—we’re not say- 
ing give us a handout, not a handout, but 
give us the opportunity to develop, not just 
to survive but to develop educationally and 
economically. 

Ms. Meta Chamberlain. I’m Meta Cham- 
berlain, National Council of Negro Women. 
And I would like to comment, Mr. President, 
on family strength because there’s an old say- 
ing that money is the root of all evil, but 
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fairly, it is the destruction of the future. So 
what I would like to suggest is that we need 

rograms where the family is educating the 
child. We need change in attitudes. We have 
a goal in this town; we have a program, Edu- 
cation 2000, and what we say, family edu- 
cation 2000, because the family comes along 
with the child. And you would be surprised, 
it will develop better rapport with family and 
child. Sometimes you hear kids say, “Mother, 
they're not doing it that way anymore.” 
They’re really are not because we're in a 
changing world. But if the child—the family 
goes on with the child and mentors come 
in, you'd be surprised at the change in the 
relationship. 

Mr. Allen Stinson. Yes, Mr. President, my 
name is Allen Stinson. I’m a mortgage banker 
in the area. And I’d like to assist some of 
the businessmen, like the gentleman here 
that was devastated with his building being 
burned down, through the SBA. Will we be 
able to work with the SBA and acquire some 
loans for these people in an expeditious man- 
ner? Is it going to be a long, drawn-out proc- 
ess that it normally is with the SBA? Or are 
we going to be able to work with them a 
little faster? 

The President. No, we can get instruc- 
tions to Pat Saiki, who is here, to speed this 
process up. Now, I hope we’re successful. 
We will keep on it to see that we are. You 
might ask her just on this one specific—right 
behind you—because that is the underlying 
as to what we're trying to do here, and it 
is very, very important in the reconstruction. 

Reverend Hill. All have not spoken, and 
I think you'll understand. We are honored 
to have the Governor, and I would like for 
him to be the last speaker. 

Governor Wilson. Thank you, Reverend 
Hill. 

Mr. President, I think you’ve heard that 
this is a community that cherishes not only 
its roots but the future of this entire city. 
What you heard today are people who want 
to be part of the solution. They believe, as 
Jack Kemp believes, that ownership is part 
of that future. They believe that not just edu- 
cational opportunity but real opportunity in 
an economic way has to be an underpinning. 

I think that Dr. Thelma and Warren have 
spoken to another kind of rebuilding that has 
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to occur, and that is we have to see to it 
that young men can no longer casually father 
children and walk away. We have to see to 
it that the family does give the kind of sup- 
port and kind of values that would prevent 
someone from pulling them out of the cab 
of a truck and beating them senseless. 

I think Reverend Hill has provided us with 
a forum that is remarkable in many respects. 
What you’ve seen is infinite good will, infinite 
desire to see a future for this community in 
which white, black are disregarded as any- 
thing but individuals who should be valued 
upon what they do, upon who they are. 

I think, Reverend Hill, that this is a begin- 
ning. It may be the centennial for Mt. Zion, 
but I think it is a new beginning for Los An- 
geles. 

Reverend Kirkland. I think Dr. Hill is 
owed a rising vote of thanks. 

Reverend Hill. Let me just say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, again, we'd like to be of help to you. 
One of my strong recommendations was and 
is—and I think these people here will back 
it—that if the drug situation in this country 
demanded a czar and a commission to find 
a solution, to flush out where it is, to punish 
those, if every other major crisis in this world, 
you appoint a czar, a commission to find the 
solution and to bring it to you, race relations 
in the United States today is potentially more 
dangerous than drugs. 

And I urge you as I did last week, to ap- 
point a top blue ribbon committee. Our peo- 
ple, if they knew where all of this was that’s 
available, would use it. We don’t know. And 
I'll give you a joke, and I’m through. There 
was a Negro down in Alabama who had never 
used a telephone before. And she picked it 
up, and she said, “Number, please.” He said, 
“What do you mean, number?” She said, 
“What number do you want?” He said, 
“Don’t get smart with me. What numbers 
do you have?” [Laughter] 

Throughout this Nation we have the 
equipment to find the problem and support 
what’s already on the books. Some of it’s no 
new money; we just don’t know it’s there. 
Some of it is no new laws; they just need 
to be enforced. 

For instance, for civil rights, if somebody 
had explained thoroughly 2 weeks ago that 
there’s another step, that if this court situa- 
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tion didn’t go over, we still can go through 
the civil rights bill. The streets didn’t have 
that knowledge. They felt that they had hit 
a blank wall and nothing else could happen. 

We need a blue ribbon committee to hel 
you to point out—and we have the Nira 
throughout this country—to point out what 
does Jack Kemp have. They think he has just 
trillions of dollars that he’s sitting on and 
won't let go. They think Sullivan has a total 
gold mine and won't let the lever up, and 
that creates tension. We need a top non- 
political blue ribbon committee to address— 
the number one issue, besides salvation, in 
this Nation right now is race relations. And 
I don’t see it getting better until something 
gigantic speaks to it and show that we prob- 
ably have enough laws; we probably have 
enough money; we probably have enough of 
this, but we’ve got to see that it’s there and 
get it out. 

And I just reiterate that again. And thank 
you for coming to Mount Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:30 a.m. at 
Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Remarks and Exchange With 
Leaders of the Korean Community in 
Los Angeles 


May 7, 1992 


The President. Are you going to say some- 
thing or do you want me to go ahead? Let 
me just say thank you to the community lead- 
ers assembled here. And let me single out 
Mr. Lee for his hospitality not just to us 
today, to Secretary Sullivan, the Governor, 
Senator Seymour, Secretary Kemp, Pat Saiki 
of SBA, but to so many. 

This place has become not just a command 
center in times of turmoil, turmoil that every 
American regrets. This President, I'll tell you, 
my heart aches for those who have lost their 
jobs. But this community is strong. I wish 
all you guys would walk—maybe you've been 
there and seen the volunteers in the next 
building. It’s unbelievable, 200 out there this 
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very day, 200 to be trained; 180 of the 200, 
I’m told, are CPA’s willing to pitch in to help 
do what’s necessary to reconstruct. 

I look at this in a very broad sense not 
only in the sense, in terms of families that 
were hurt but in terms of international. I 
think most people here will concede and re- 
joice in the fact that we have good relations 
with Korea, something I take great pride in, 
incidentally. 

I think people in Korea share the same 
hurt that all of us do when they look and 
see this community of enterprising individ- 
uals that remind us being here what some 
25 years ago, some more recently, got in, 
grabbed a piece of the American dream, and 
built something. To see it shattered is not 
the American way. And I will do everything 
I can to show our friends abroad as well as 
here that it’s not the American way. And with 
that in mind, it means I want to help. It 
means the Federal Government is prepared 
to help in every way we possibly can. 

I want to go back to the volunteer concept 
that I mentioned a minute ago. That is also 
part of the American way. I’m sure it’s part 
of the Korean way as well. But when you 
see one American reaching out for another 
in times of hardship, that is one of the things 
I think is very precious about our society. 
And the spirit of. those volunteers out there, 
it’s amazing. One of them actually hit me up 
for a little donation. [Laughter] I might say 
I understood perfectly, and in a modest way 
was able to contribute to this volunteer sec- 
tor. 

Let me just go into a couple of problems. 
This has been a command center. I under- 
stand that some in the community were un- 
happy by the location of the disaster relief 
center. And by early next week, that unhappi- 
ness should give way because we are going 
to have a new acceptable location to serve 
the needs of the community. And I under- 
stand that not having forms in Korean is a 
problem, and now there’s efforts going on 
to be sure that those forms are printed in 
a way that can be understood in Korean so 
they can be understood by the small family 
operators that have suffered because of these 
uncontrolled forces. 

We also realize that translators are a prob- 
lem, and we are working to provide trans- 
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lators that help with disaster relief. And of 
course, once again I salute the community, 
because the community is doing some of 
that. I just have noticed that in here in a 
volunteer sense. There is no way I can tell 
you how much I respect what Radio Korea 
has done. I happen to be sitting next to its 
boss. But I will simply say we applaud Radio 
Korea for the support that has constantly 
been given to the Korean community, the 
pride that this station reflects when it brings 
to others what the Korean-American com- 
munity stands for. It is wonderful, and we’re 
grateful to you, sir. And I think you've acted 
as lifeline in a sense in this tragic situation. 
A couple of people told me that as I was 
walking in. 

Two immediate concerns, and then I want 
to hear from you the priorities. I want to be 
sure that while I’m here I don’t overlook a 
priority. Two immediate concerns are: What 
will the Government do to bring about a 
speedy economic recovery, and what can we 
do to ease the awful racial tension? I spoke 
about it in a church today, Reverend E.V. 
Hill’s church. I think all Americans have to 
be concerned about both those points. 

I want you to know that the situation in 
L.A. is on the minds of all Americans. It is 
not a local situation. What’s happened here 
is not something that we saw for an ugly mo- 
ment that'll be forgotten. We’ve got to con- 
tinue to strive for racial harmony and for the 
elimination of discrimination wherever it oc- 
curs in this country. And I am thankful, of 
course, that the streets are safer, with kids 
back in school, and businesses are reopening. 
But now we need to concentrate on a major 
rebuilding effort. 

I have signed, as I’m sure you all know, 
a declaration, a disaster declaration, having 
directed FEMA, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, and Mrs. Saiki and the 
Small Business Administration that she so 
ably heads, to provide immediate assistance 
to the victimized parties. Pat can answer your 
questions, can give you much more of the 
detail there. But it is a very important Agency 
at this time. 

FEMA is providing grants for personal 
needs such as food and clothing and medi- 
cine, for minor home damage, and unem- 
ployment assistance to those who are now 
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without jobs. Even though they have their 
own businesses, some are without work be- 
cause those businesses were destroyed. We 
have an 800 assistance number that will also 
receive calls in six languages. The Korean 
community took it on the chin the most, I 
think. Others are hurting, too. So we, the 
Federal Government, Governor Wilson, and 
the Mayor are trying to respond as best we 
can to all the hurt out there. The SBA is 
also making disaster loans available for busi- 
ness losses, for home damage. Those loans 
could total over $300 million. All told, the 
Federal aid to Los Angeles and the surround- 
ing areas here could run in the range of about 
$600 million. 

Again, I am delighted to have this oppor- 
tunity to come here. And I just hope you 
will tell those who are hurting that, one, we 
care, and two, we are trying our level-best 
to heal those wounds, to get people back on 
their feet again. Because when I think of 
what this country needs, it’s more small busi- 
nesses, it’s more entrepreneurs, people that 
will come here and take a risk and hopefully 
earn their share of what we think of as the 
American dream. 

I know that this American dream is still 
real. I’m sure to a businessman, a wife and 
a husband, for example, whose business has 
been closed and brutalized and ruined, we 
might wonder: Well, what’s it all about? 
What does this mean? We have got, you and 
I—maybe you all can do it best—is to con- 
vince those people that are hurting that the 
American dream is the rule. And the rule 
we build will be a part of helping you. 

So that’s what I wanted to say. And David, 
I’d love to hear from members of the com- 
munity and what you think we might do to 
assist. But we care very, very much. And as 
I say, I want to be the President to take the 
signal out around, back to Korea itself, and 
say: Look, people got hurt in my country, 
good people, good citizens. But we're going 
to make them whole, and we're going to give 
them some hope. 

So now, I don’t know what the schedule 
is 


Mr. David Kim. Open for questions and 
comments. 

The President. Fire away. 

Mr. John Lim. Is it my turn? 
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The President. Yes. 

Mr. Lim. Mr. President, my name is John 
Lim. I’m the president of the Korean Amer- 
ican Bar Association of Southern California. 
The essence of our message is quite simple: 
The Federal Government has the affirmative 
duty to make the Korean-American victims 
heard. It has the highest responsibility to 
make sure that these victims are redressed 
completely. 

The traditional notion of disaster relief 
must be susperded with respect to these vic- 
tims. The disaster suffered by these victims 
is not one that was caused by an earthquake, 
flood, or other acts of God. Such disasters 
are not caused by any level of government, 
inevitable fact of life to which normal or tra- 
ditional method of relief is appropriate. 

The tragic event that the Korean-Ameri- 
cans have suffered is one for which the Fed- 
eral Government must assume responsibility 
over and beyond the degree of the disaster 
caused by acts of God. If 400 years of oppres- 
sion is what caused a riot, as many of the 
African-Americans’ leaders say, the Korean- 
American-victims are most certainly not re- 
sponsible, as the vast majority of us heve 
been here less than 25 years. 

The Federal Government’s failure and in- 
ability to address the oppression felt by the 
African-Americans must be viewed as the 
cause of this tragedy. Given that cause and 
given that this is not a natural disaster, the 
Federal Government must step up its efforts 
over and beyond the relief effort traditionally 
deployed for earthquake and flood disaster. 
More specifically, the normal standards and 
criteria cannot and should not govern the re- 
lief to these victims because such normal 
standards and criteria will give only partial 
relief. Such partial relief will be unfair and 
will constitute gross injustice. 

Only total redress is acceptable in our 
community. If nothing else, Mr. President, 
please understand that the Federal Govern- 
ment has the affirmative and highest duty to 
make the victims whole. I believe that this 
is the most important message from our com- 
munity. Unless this is understood and accept- 
ed by the Federal Government, including the 
Congress, the victims will never feel a part 
of this great Nation, a Nation for which they 
have come to fulfill their American dream. 
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Mr. Yang II Kim. Mr. President, my name 
is Yang Kim. I’m the President of the Na- 
tional Korean American Grocers Association. 
We have 18,000 members across our 25 
States. Even Los Angeles is a disaster area— 
Seattle, Washington State, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore, DC, and New York, too. I should 
cry in front of you on behalf of all of our 
victims. I’m one of the victims, too, my store 
burned out. 

However, I have to give you my big smile 
to you. The reason why, our President must 
be comfortable and relaxed. In 1988, you vis- 
ited Chinatown. And we also, Korean com- 
munity endorsed you even now in 1992 per- 
sonally and our grocery industry of Korean 
community endorsed you, too. And espe- 
cially, most of the news media told us Amer- 
ican dream is gone. But we want to keep 
American dream. We want back our old— 
so I personally and all our victims ask you: 
Would you please coordinate it, cooperate 
with all the ethnic group, especially Afro- 
American community leaders and church 
people and the Latinos’ church and the peo- 
ple and other ethnic groups. Your respon- 
sibility, your strong leadership is going to 
have to be. We don’t want it to break our 
American dream, sir. That’s what I wanted 
to ask you. 

And also personally, we are not sure yet, 
our Reverend Jesse Jackson and our Korean 
grocery leaders will meet, Georgia, Atlanta, 
is coming May 15 or 16, 17. Also our Gov- 
ernor, Pete Wilson, we endorse you tra- 
ditionally, grocery industry. Unfortunately, 
you couldn’t make a commitment without 
your budget, but we need full consideration 
too. Thank you so much, sir. That is my state- 
ment. 

The President. Thank you for your state- 
ment. 

Dr. Kee Wang Ha. My name is Kee Wang 
Ha. I’m a cochairman of Korean Emergency 
Task Force. I have a true, simple question 
that so far you have not made statement. One 
is, as you mentioned, whether you can set 
up the FEMA office at these locations be- 
cause we had already—going on. You con- 
sider to set up one in another location in 
Koreatown. The second, how soon can we 
expect Federal enterprise zones in 
Koreatown? 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / May 7 


The President. Let me answer the first 
one by saying I’m not sure. I know we are 
pledged to move it. I’m looking around for 
somebody to tell me what has been decided. 
But I know there’s been unhappiness with 
the first. I have this statement saying we will 
change it. But you're saying, in this very 
building? 

Dr. Kee Wang Ha. Not actually. Next 
building. Next one across the street. 

The President. Well, let me record that 
and tell our FEMA people who is 

Presidential Aide. Sir, we’re going to be 
working with you to identify a suitable loca- 
tion. It is premature to know exactly where 
it could be, but we want to work closely. 

The President. Right across the street. 
Well, let’s see what we can do to consider 
it, if that’s the general feeling. I don’t know 
if everybody feels that way. 

Dr. Kay Song. We could communicate 
through radio. We have to mobilize people, 
mobilize volunteers, and we’d like to be close 
to the radio station. We would like to-—— 

The President. We're trying to. Inciden- 
tally, on one-stop shopping—slightly dif- 
ferent point—we've got a lot of Federal 
Agencies out here, and we want to have it 
as simple as possible. And that’s why we have 
David Kearns and—out here, who are trying 
to coordinate the Federal effort. But thank 
you for the comment. 

On the second one, I wish I could tell you 
the answer. We are going to urge the Con- 
gress to move right away on a legislation. And 
believe me, it will certainly include the Ko- 
rean community. This is a concept that I’ve 
heard about all day long today. It’s something 
we've been advocating for a long, long time. 
We're now talking about the enterprise 
zones. That concept I think is an idea whose 
time has come. I’m seeing support publicly 
just in the last few days from people who 
have not supported it. I have said this is not 
a time for blame in terms of getting legisla- 
tion going. But I can tell you, we feel much 
more optimistic, and we will be pushing hard 
to get it done. And the Korean-American 
community is obviously going to have a piece 
of the action. 

Mr. Edward Chang. Mr. President, my 
name is Edward Chang. I’m an assistant pro- 
fessor at Cal Poly, Pomona. 
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The President. I’m sorry, I didn’t hear. 
Professor where? 

Mr. Edward Chang. Cal Poly. 

The President. Cal Poly, yes. 

Mr. Edward Chang. | just would like to 
make a quick statement and give you some 
questions. The Korean-American community 
suffered from triple oppression. Number 
one, they have suffered from property dam- 
ages, 2,000 businesses totaling more than 
$350 million. Number two, they have felt a 
sense of betrayal, abandonment, rage to- 
wards American Government—has faith and 
trust. Number three, the mainstream media 
have distorted the issue as if this was Korean/ 
African-American issue. It’s an issue of rac- 
ism and poverty, and we need to make very 
clear on that particular issue. 

So I have a couple of suggestions to Mr. 
President. Number one, many of us believe 
education is a way to move up. And many 
of our families who lost their businesses have 
their children in universities. And they may 
have problems paying for their tuition. So, 
is there a possibility of granting scholarships 
or some kind of a loan to pay for their edu- 
cation? 

Number two, is it possible to establish hot- 
line with SBA office, direct hotline to the 
Korean-American community so if there are 
some problems, we can directly talk with 
Miss Pat here so we can resolve the prob- 
lems? I think that’s a critical—in my commu- 
nity. 

Number three, I would like to request that 
you must waive some of the requirements, 
waive the requirements which is very difficult 
for Korean-American merchants to come up 
with some proper documentations. Now, I 
think that’s the most critical element that you 
can do for us right now. Thank you very 
much. 

The President. Well, I’m waiving the re- 
quirements. I understand that some of the 
records are just going up in smoke, and 
therefore it’s hard to have them. 

Mr. Edward Chang. That's right. 

The President. Fortunately, we do have 
and would have access to the income tax re- 
turns. So, there will be a way to verify a lot 
of the claims. So, we hope we can get around 
this rigid requirement on that one. 
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The SBA, I don’t know on the hotline. I’ll 
let Pat speak. We will have I think it is six 
offices, could not only respond for SBA but 
put this in what we call a one-stop shopping 
approach where you have programs from 
HUD, you've got programs from HHS, you 
have programs from various different Agen- 
cies that can assist different parts of all of 
this. 

On the third one, we believe that our ap- 
proach to education is a good one, America 
2000. And on scholarships, I don’t know. Are 
you talking about a new scholarship pro- 

ram? 

Mr. Edward Chang. The individuals who 
have suffered the damage, the parents, the 
Korean-American parents may be unable to 
keep the education of their children. So can 
you set aside some fundings for their chil- 
dren? 

The President. Let me think about that 
one. I think we've got to be a little aware 
of the fact that there’s a big demand for 
scholarship support all across the country. 
But whether it can be done on a set-aside 
basis, I just don’t know how the law reads. 
But let me take a look. 

Mr. Edward Chang. Please consider that. 

Mr. David Kim. Mr. President, my name 
is David Kim, Korean American Grocers As- 
sociation of California. I had a meeting with 
Mr. Peter Ueberroth this morning. We had 
a good conversation on how we're going to 
rebuild this L.A. in the long term. And you 
know, over 2,000 Korean family merchants 
have nothing left. 

Everything they worked so hard went up 
in smoke. We have no place from which we 
start anew. We need governmental assistance 
to survive. We need help to feed our chil- 
dren, pull ourselves together again. We need 
you to help get governmental relief for living 
expenses as soon as possible. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you. Thank you, 
David. On the food assistance, there are sub- 
stantial amounts of food coming in through 
our Department of Agriculture. I hope that’s 
arranged so it’s fitting for the requirements 
that it will be distributed to. 

Mr. David Kim. We have to buy the gaso- 
line and a lot of things, the payments and 
those kinds of things. You know, food, only 
we can get the ramen from Korea, no prob- 
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lem. We need some kinds of payments, you 
know, support the car rental payment and 
buy the gasoline, mortgage payments. I have 
another statement without envelope 

Mr. Tong Soo Chung. Mr. President, my 
name is Tong Soo Chung. I am a lawyer, 
a partner of John Lim and founding presi- 
dent of Korean American Coalition. I also 
want you to know that you and I are alumnus, 
having gone to Andover a few years later than 
you did. 

The President. Never mind. [Laughter] 
Don’t ask what class. 

Mr. Tong Soo Chung. We are very happy 
that you are here to discuss our concerns. 
But we are saddened that the occasion that 
brought you here is not a happy one, that 
it took a disaster for you to come to visit us. 

The various Government programs that 
you are undertaking are very needed. And 
as John has spoken earlier, we need extra 
assistance in this case because the disaster 
we're talking about here is really a manmade 
disaster and not a natural disaster. So to the 
extent that you can increase the grant portion 
as opposed to a loan portion, that’s the kind 
of help we need. The loan programs, the 
waiting, the tough documentation, and other 
requirements, that’s the extra assistance that 
we need. 

But that will soon pass. What I would like 
to ask you is that we are here to stay, and 
we would like to do our part. And that means 
full participation at all levels of government, 
on the commissions and other appointments 
that you have control over. I do understand 
that you've made more appointments of Ko- 
rean-Americans to high-level executive posi- 
tions in the Government than the other pre- 
vious Presidents, but we need more of that. 
We need you, when you are dealing with the 
private sector, to keep Korean-Americans in 
mind; that we want to do our part, so that 
as you interact with the private industry lead- 
ers to bring us in. 

And Governor Wilson, over the last week 
or so, we have been working together on pay- 
ment moratorium with the private banks and 
other institutions, and bridge loans, and that 
type of program. So even after this disaster 
is dealt with and even after the Government 
program is done with, don’t forget us. Keep 
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us in mind and keep us involved so that we 
will do our part in this country. 

The President. Good counsel. Thank you. 

Ms. Helen Lim. Mr. President, my name 
is not important. I’m one of the victims. I 
don’t feel we are represented equally. You 
do not know how serious this problem is. A 
lot of people lost how much they earned. Ten 
years, twenty years of hard work went down 
the drain overnight. There are a lot of people 
who lost and Go not have any will to go on. 
They don’t have any money to pay their next 
rent, car payment, mortgage. We cannot wait 
for 2 weeks, 3 weeks of the waiting period 
of this so-called Government aid. Please, you 
have to look at what each human being, vic- 
tim like me, is going through. Talk doesn’t 
do anything. We need action. 

Here we are talking about how Govern- 
ment agent will do this. We don’t need a 
promise. We need action now. Look at our 
side, how many people standing out to reach 
you, to tell you what we are going through. 
We were at the Bonaventure yesterday. The 
treatment we received from the press, from 
the law enforcement—if you had seen that. 
I’ve never seen anything on TV or in the 
press, nothing of what we are going through. 
They're focusing on it’s between Korean- 
American, black American; you guys deal 
with it. This cop-out. 

So please, consider this: There’s a people, 
and their life is on the line. It’s not a matter 
of loan we receive. It’s a life. A human being 
is suffering. 

Thank you very much, sir. 

The President. Let me comment on that, 
if I might. I don’t know how anybody who 
has not been through what you’ve been 
through can say they understand. I don’t 
know that. I believe that the Federal Govern- 
ment response is fast. I’m told by Mayor 
Bradley, I’m told by the Governor that it’s 
fast. It may not seem fast to somebody that 
is hurting 

Q. No, sir. 

The President. but it is fast. Pat Saiki 
was out here the very day it happened and 
has already started. So we will keep trying, 
and I just wanted you to know. 

I don’t know about the demonstration last 
night. I know there were some nice political 
shots fired at me which I didn’t appreciate 
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particularly, but I understand also that it 
comes from people wanting to get something 
done. And that you were mistreated there, 
I feel very, very badly about that because you 
shouldn’t have been. You were expressing 
your rights as an American. 

I don’t know. You say the media mis- 
treated you. I will certainly apologize for that. 
I have no control over it. And you know our 
system, to know that we have no control over 
it. But I guess what I’m trying to say is we 
do care, and we will try very, very hard to 
help. 

And when you get to be President, you 
do identify with people’s suffering. Today it’s 
here. And yesterday it was another place 
somewhere in the country, unrelated to riots. 
Tomorrow it will be something else. That’s 
just the way our country is. But I will try 
to be as responsive as I possibly can. And 
I know it must feel a thousand miles away, 
Washington and all the forms to fill out. But 
these comments you have made I think sen- 
sitize all of us to the need to do our level- 
best and to move as fast as possible. So it’s 
not in vain. We'll keep trying. 

Mr. Paul Yang. My name is Paul Yang. 
I’m an associate pastor at Christian Church 
in L.A. I'd like to respond to what you said 
about two immediate concerns. You said, 
first, a speedy economic recovery. And fol- 
lowed by that was racial tension. I think the 
priority was exactly the way you stated, that 
we should not neglect the racial tension. I 
think these two must go simultaneously, even 
though resolving the racial tension will take 
much longer. 

My concern is that, knowing that the Watts 
riot happened 27 years ago, that probably 
most of young rioters involved with this riot 
was little children at the time. Now I’m great- 
ly concerned about the children we have, 
those who saw the things that they’re not sup- 
posed to see yet. And I believe that this is 
the time we have to show them what they 
have to see, after seeing what they’re not sup- 
posed to see. 

I would like to bring it up to you. I think 
it’s about time, even chenale it takes much 
longer than economic recovery. Through the 
educational system, through the leaders of 
the churches, and through the leaders of all 


other ethnic groups, we must work together 
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to reeducate our people and to give tough 
answer for what they saw through this riot. 
And also, we can be united beyond the cul- 
tures and languages. Somehow we can work 
together. 

I believe that things like that cannot simply 
start from each local community. We must 
get strong support from the Government, 
through the board of education or the reli- 
gious groups. We need a lot of support from 
the Government to provide proper education 
at this point so we don’t see a thing like this 
happening again in the next generation. 

The President. That’s a very important 
statement, Dr. Yang. Let me say this, that 
we had a very interesting meeting with some 
mayors here. One of them was the Mayor 
of Ingleside. The Mayor of Ingleside told us 
that he had led that community, church lead- 
ers, ethnic group leaders, whatever, long be- 
fore the riots started. He’d had meetings with 
Korean business people or civic leaders or 
church leaders, meeting with black leaders, 
Afro-America leaders, and then the elected 
officials in the community. 

You see, I am convinced that when you 
live close in—your second point is right on 
target—that it is going to have to be the local 
communities. The Federal Government can 
set a tone: no discrimination, rule out bigotry, 
hatred, and all of that. But to practice it, it’s 
going to have to be done by getting across 
these lines and by leaders—and you and I 
are saying the same thing—with the churches 
in the lead, city governments being respon- 
sive, to get across these cultural boundaries. 

And I salute you for what you've done. I 
was in E.V. Hill’s church this morning. There 
were some Korean pastors there. And my 
emphasis was one on the essentiality of 
strengthening the American family. In your 
community, it is my perception that you have 
strong family values. I think you are blessed 
with the strength in family values. You’ve got 
to share with whoever is open-minded 
enough to listen. And religious leaders, I 
think, can do a lot. I’m not trying to avoid 
responsibility from the Federal Government, 
but I really think it’s something that can’t 
be legislated. This is something that really 
has to happen, come from the heart, and has 
to happen through what I think you’re obvi- 
ously trying to do in your church. And yes, 
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it is longer range. But we can’t give up on 
it. 

And it is not just the Korean community 
or the black community; there are others who 
feel the same sense of anguish and hurt. We 
haven’t talked about Hispanics here. But I 
think your point it very valid. 

Ms. Choi. Sir, I have some questions. I’m 
the wife of the Radio Korea, Richard Choi. 
He’s a—in his company. And I’m just a 
housewife from Los Angeles city here, and 
I’m living at actually what the people call 
“Caucasian Place.” But we have a business 
down here, and when we walk around, we 
still got attacked from the bad people, which 
we call black or Hispanic people, after us. 
Even yesterday, one of the old gentlemen 
was pumping the gas. Three of the Hispanic 
people were beating him up, and a lot of 
blood. 

And now we're talking about, of course, 
we have to talk about the money and stuff. 
But how are you going to protect us from 
those people who is attacking innocent citi- 
zens? That is my question. Because after Na- 
tional Guard is going away from Los Angeles, 
we don’t know how we're going to protect 
in our community or wherever. You will be 
concerned about Beverly Hills and Holly- 
wood, wherever—but do you have any plan 
that after they move out? I’m sorry I just 
speak to you like this. I’m not a member of 
it, but my husband is sitting down—[laugh- 
ter}. I have to talk. Sorry about this. 

The President. May I ask you one? I don’t 
want to sound defensive, but why do you as- 
sume that I’m only concerned about Beverly 
Hills? 

Ms. Choi. Well, that’s the media. 

The President. Let me tell you this—— 

Ms. Choi. We keep watching all the chan- 
nels, major TV stations. We have about five 
stations in Los Angeles. They only keep talk- 
ing about blacks and Korean-Americans, and 
it usually shows the people who can’t speak 
English very good, like me, you know? Not 
second generation, the first generation who 
came here just one year ago. And that is not 
fair for us because we have a mind ourselves. 
We know what is going on. And they just 
focus on one little thing, and they never talk 
about how they protect—Beverly Hills or 
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Santa Monica, or wherever. That’s my ques- 
tion. 

The President. No, that’s why I asked the 
question, because that obviously is something 
local and I hadn’t seen it. But the answer 
clearly is local law enforcement. There’s no 
other answer. There’s no Federal police force 
in this country, and there will not be as long 
as I am President. We don’t need that. But 
we do need to guarantee the rights of citizens 
to be protected under the law by the local 
police. The State police have some role in 
this. Federal crime is violated, the Feds have 
some role in it. 

What’s happening now is we're just trying 
to guarantee everybody's civil rights under 
the civil rights statute. But in terms of the 
guy that gets beat up at a gas station, that 

clearly has to be a renewed effort by the local 
authorities to guarantee the safety of the life 
and limb of American citizens. The law has 
got to be totally colorblind in that regard, 
and people have to, local police have to do 
their level-best. 

Ms. Choi. But they 
us 

The President. They must do it. They 
must do it. 

Ms. Choi. So that’s our worry, is after the 
National Guard is moving out, what we’re 
going to do, our business. We still open up 
our own business. 

The President. Yes. 

Ms. Choi. Yes. But after that, what is the 
plan for the city? 

Dr. Kay Song. Mr. President, my name 
is Kay Song, and I worked with Mr. Chang 
to develop this relief system. My regional af- 
filiation is I’m working for you as assistant 
vice president for city interrelations. After we 
saw what was going on, we were all shocked. 
We were damaged. We said we would work 
together. The point I was trying to make in 
here today is, because we're a relatively 
young community, we do not have any politi- 
cal representation in the government, in any 
level of government. 

We'll probably take for a while elected of- 
ficials—representative. Meanwhile, in the 
area you can, hire a Korean staff on a higher 
level, have some decision-making level. That 
will be very helpful. Before you leave, if you 
can give us some of the high-level rep- 


never did ask for 
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resentatives who can work with us so we can 
share our problems and difficulty in commu- 
nication. We realize we don’t have any access 
to higher level. Mr. Fong was very helpful. 
He’s the Asian—your staff member here in 
the city—English problems and we need to 
communicate because it’s a very special occa- 
sion we’re having, dealing with the mer- 
chants who have very limited English ability. 
So first, I’d like to ask if you can hire as many 
bilingual Korean staff in a higher level 
position 

The President. That helps. 

Dr. Kay Song. before you do that, 
if you could even today let us know who we 
should—communicate in a higher level posi- 
tion be able to expedite the process. 

The President. We're having a meeting 
tonight with people like David Kearns who 
is out here, who came here to set up the— 
you re talking about Federal response. 

Dr. Kay Song. Right, the Federal re- 
sponse. 

The President. And out of that, we will 
have the names of the people who are going 
to be staffing these regional centers. That’s 
the level at which the action will be taking 
place. So I hope we'll get this to the commu- 
nity and get that response to you as quickly 
as possible. 

Reverend John Young Hwan Kim. Mr. 
President, I am pastor of the Korean Com- 
munity Church and board of trustees of the 
bilingual university in the local area. Just a 
part of what she said, I'd like to make just 
one point here. In the past, we’ve had so 
many promises given from the Governors 
and local authorities—sorry about that— 
promises never fulfilled in reality i in the com- 
munity at all. We are so disappointed and 
frustrated, and even horrified by Chief Daryl 
Gates because Korean community asked for 
help so desperately, and he was out of touch. 
He was out of his office. To us, that is a kind 
of duty evasion or abandonment of his duties. 
Because more than 200 million here in the 
city depend on his security and protection 
but he was out of touch. 

The President. May | interrupt to ask? 
What level—this is a delegate in the city 
council, or. 

Reverend Kim. Daryl Gates. 
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The President. Oh, Daryl Gates, the 
chief. 

Reverend Kim. However, just a part of 
my recommendation, I was former general 
secretary of the Council of Korean Churches 
here in southern California, because we have 
over 700 Korean churches scattered all dif- 
ferent areas. And we need to have one—a 
committee of Korean-American _ rep- 
resentation in the high decision-making pol- 
icy or planning because most of the time you 
make executive decision, high-level strictly 
among Caucasians and you call us some kind 
of action group to carry out what they have 
decided in the higher level. That really made 
us very much embarrassed, because we like 
to participate in that planning and high strat- 
egy, whatever government—the plans to 
carry out particularly this disaster 
coordinance in southern California from this 
L.A. riot. 

So not only you but even to Governor Pete 
Wilson, we anticipate and we expect some 
kind of action from them, but they were out 
of touch. And actually you are the one that 
we voted for, and now, with this kind of situa- 
tion and this is a real opportunity—that we 
like to participate in the high-level decision 
process of the whole government-level 
project, not only in this L.A. riot project but 
in many of the general areas, because we 
have so many qualified lawyers, attorneys, 
and professional people in the community 
who are available whenever you have those 
programs in whole segment of levels; not 
only for local but Federal level. 

The President. I appreciated what my An- 
dover colleague said. We have at least tried 
to have a better record in terms of numbers 
of Asian-American appointees, and we'll 
keep working on that. Do not make the mis- 
take of thinking that the Federal Govern- 
ment is going to wave a wand and solve these 
problems. You say you don’t have any elected 
representative. I’ve heard some real talent 
here today. I’ve heard some very able and 
articulate voices. And I don’t know how 
much participation these voices have tried to 
have in the local political process. 

But you don’t need a civics lecture from 
me when we’re talking about how you help 
in a community that’s been ravaged, but to 
really have the clout and to really effect the 
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change on matters we're talking about here 
today, I think it calls for participation in the 
political process, not to give up on it, not 
to think Washington can dictate to the local. 
So maybe there’s some good activity in that 
regard; but if there’s not, I strongly would 
urge that kind of participation. 

Reverend Kim. I’m primarily concerned 
about the appointing positions in both local 
and in Federal Government. 

The President. That’s not where the 
power is. The power with the people, with 
people that are elected, whether they're 
low—that’s the only point I’m making. 

Dr. Kay Song. We were simply saying 
we've been trying and we'll work with you, 
and we need your support. 

The President. Yes. That I agree with. No, 
there’s no problem with that. 

Mr. In Dong Oh. I’m the chairman of the 
Korean American Coalition. This is an orga- 
nization that’s devoting our entire energy to 
make this new immigrants into this country 
into a fine American citizens. We’re trying 
to educate them we’re trying to organize and 
empower. So we've been active in voter reg- 
istration and trying to push anybody into the 
Congress. 

But Mr. President, remember, this sys- 
tem—you hear some of the people say we 
have the feeling that we are betrayed. We're 
never heard. We were ignored. Because 
when we need something; if it is someone, 
not necessarily the elected person but some 
appointed position, we will be informed so 
we'll know what your government is trying 
to do. If this kind of resentment builds up— 
what would happen not only in the black 
comraunity but also Korean Asian commu- 
nity. This problem, racial problem, is not just 
this time. 

The President. Oh, no. 

Mr. In Dong Oh. As you know painfully, 
with this kind of riot, if you or the leadership 
does not take the steps, forward steps, we 
will lose our—how can we live here in this 
country any longer? You know, our efforts 
at trying to push this election process will 
all vanish. So please let us have—that we can 
be heard. 

The President. Good point. 

Mr. In Dong Oh. And that one is the very 
one some of these people talk about ap- 
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pointed positions—specifically even to Re- 
build L.A. Committee. Peter Ueberroth is 
going to help. We have to be 
represented: 

The President. Yes. 

Mr. In Dong Oh. ——not only rep- 
resented, we have to participate in the deci- 
sion-making body. 

The President. No, | think that’s a very 
good point, and I think that’s where I think 
the action is. Whether it’s elected or ap- 
pointed, I think that kind of community deci- 
sion-making level is what’s required at this 
juncture. I’m not arguing against Federal ap- 
pointments, but I’m saying that this is 
where 

Q. Mr. President, I want you to know that 
the leadership by election is very unfeasible 
because only people who—persons of the 
Korean population, the whole general elec- 
tion area, how could you think that we expect 
someone to be elected by the Caucasian, 
white Caucasian. So appointing a position is 
the one that we can work with very closely 
as a part of our education, as a part of chan- 
nel to work with the Federal Government 
and local government. 

The President. 1 think that’s important, 
but please do not give up on the local level, 
whether it’s appointment to the—what 
Ueberroth is doing, whether it’s rep- 
resentational committees that will come out 
of how the Federal aid is coordinated or what 
the Governor does. That’s all I’m saying, is 
I really think—and don’t give up on the idea 
that if you only have got a certain percent, 
that means nobody else will vote for you. 

I mean, I was listening. The concept of 
can we stay here, I have got to help on that. 
Everybody in the community has got to help 
to say: Look, this is a setback, this is a serious 
setback. And I think I maybe have more of 
a responsibility on this point to make clear 
to the American people that you’re welcome 
and that this is an aberration. This isn’t the 
American dream. So I'll try to assist in that 
as best I can. I did mention this in my speech 
to the—the heartbreak of the—and I got 
some messages back on that. 

Ms. Stacy Kang. As a followup of what 
Pastor Kim and Ms. Song has said, I think 
one of the most important issues now—to 
slightly borrow President Kennedy’s famous 
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saying, it’s not what the Federal Government 
can do for the community, but what can the 
Federal Government do to aid the commu- 
nity in aiding ourselves, in rebuilding in a 
productive and contributing manner as tax- 
payers? 

So following that statement, I just would 
like to ask one simple question: What role 
can the Korean-American community organi- 
zations play in assisting in the rebuilding of 
L.A., and what do we need to do to support 
your plan for the relief of our community? 

The President. What you're doing. What 
I saw when I walked in here is profound. 
I mean, this isn’t some passing fantasy when 
you see all those volunteers out there doing 
something that in some ways people might 
just hang back and say, where are the Gov- 
ernment people to do this? These people are 
reaching out into the community, trying to 
find what the problem is, what the location 
of the disaster is, and then trying to reach 
out to the agencies to take care of those spe- 
cific cases. 

I would certainly continue that kind of ef- 
fort. What these gentlemen were talking 
about is participating in the committees that 
inevitably are formed from the distribution 
of Federal or State assistance. I think that 
is very important. And I think what you 
project, how you project the problems—here 
are people that have come here very recently, 
settled in with the work ethic, the family 
ethic, clearly not just because the pastors are 
here but a sense of faith, and convey to the 
community that that is not dead in spite of 
the setback. 

Now, that’s asking a lot until there are 
some remedial action taken, but I sense, 
when I’ve come here, a certain determina- 
tion. And I think you've got to project that. 
If you project the defeatism, that we’ve been 
defeated, we’ve been beaten, then I think 
that is real bad. That’s what you asked, what 
you can do for the community. Again, I’ve 
tried to outline here what the Federal Gov- 
ernment and other government entities can 
do for the community. I think they go hand 
in hand. 

Mr. Hyung Jin. Mr. President, my name 
is Hyung Jin. I’m professor at the California 
State Polytech University in corporate fi- 
nance and economics. I'd like to ask one sim- 
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ple and very informal question that out there 
several thousand businesses, the people who 
lost their business, are waiting for this an- 
swer: You mentioned that the Government 
would provide disaster loans, but at the cur- 
rent rate of disaster loans and SBA guaran- 
teed loans, the rates are way, way too high. 
Many of them won't be able to afford it. So 
I’d like to know the favorable terms for this 
specific case, and what are the interest rates 
of the terms, and then how long should the 
long-term—30 years? And this one-year mor- 
atorium, we'd like to know the time frame 
a little more specifically. 


The President. Let me turn to my able 
assistant, Pat Saiki, who can answer the spe- 
cifics on that because I can’t. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at 
the Radio Korea broadcast studio. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Peter Ueberroth, chair- 
man of the Rebuild L.A. Committee, and 
Daryl F. Gates, chief of police for the city 
of Los Angeles. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Nomination of William T. Pryce To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Honduras 


May 7, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William T. Pryce of Penn- 
sylvania to be Ambassador to the Republic 
of Honduras. He would succeed Cresencio 
S. Arcos. 

Since 1989 Mr. Pryce has served as Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs and Senior Director for Latin 
America and the Caribbean at the National 
Security Council. Before coming to the NSC, 
Mr. Pryce served as Deputy U.S. Permanent 
Representative to the Organization of Amer- 
ican States in Washington, DC. He served 
as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Panama from 1982 to 1986. Prior 
to that, he was Deputy Chief of Mission at 
the U.S. Embassy in Bolivia and Counselor 
for Political Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in 
Mexico City. Mr. Pryce joined the Foreign 
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Service in 1958 after serving in the U.S. Navy 
from 1954 to 1958. During most of his ca- 
reer, he has specialized in Latin American 
and Eastern European affairs. His early as- 
signments included Mexico City, Moscow, 
and Panama, as well as service in the Depart- 
ment as Assistant to the Under Secretary of 
State for Economic Affairs. After serving as 
Chief of the political section in the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Guatemala City, Mr. Pryce was as- 
signed in 1974 as Chief of Soviet Programs 
for the State Department’s Bureau of Edu- 
cational and Cuhural Affairs. He attended 
the National War College in 1976 prior to 
serving as executive assistant to Ambassador 
at Large Ellsworth Bunker. 

Mr. Pryce was born in San Diego, CA, and 
grew up in Ebensburg, PA. He graduated 
from Wesleyan University and the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy. He is married 
to Joan MacClurg Pryce and has three chil- 
dren. 


Nomination of Teresita Currie 
Schaffer To Be United States 
Ambassador to Sri Lanka and 
Maldives 


May 7, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Teresita Currie Schaffer, of 
New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador to the Democratic Social- 
ist Republic of Sri Lanka and to serve con- 
currently and without additional com- 
pensation as Ambassador to the Republic of 
Maldives. She would succeed Marion V. 
Creekmore, Jr. 

Since 1989, Ms. Schaffer has served as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern 
and South Asian Affairs at the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State. Prior to this, she served at 
the Department of State as Director of the 
Office of Egyptian Affairs, 1987-89; Director 
of the Office of International Trade, 1982- 
84; and as Chief of the Division of General 
Commercial Policy, Office of International 
Trade, 1980-82. 

Ms. Schaffer graduated from Bryn Mawr 
College (B.A., 1966). She was born Septem- 
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ber 28, 1945, in Washington, DC. Ms. Schaf- 
fer is married, has two children, and resides 
in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of David C. Fields To Be 
United States Ambassador to the 
Marshall Islands 


May 7, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate David C. Fields, of Califor- 
nia, a career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands. He would succeed William Bodde, 

r. 
J Since 1990, Ambassador Fields has served 
as Director of the Office of Foreign Missions 
at the U.S. Department of State in Washing- 
ton, DC. Prior to this, he served as U.S. Am- 
bassador to the Central African Republic, 
1986-89; Deputy Assistant Secretary for Se- 
curity at the Department of State, 1984-86; 
and as Administrative Counselor at the 
American Embassy in London, England, 
1980-84. 

Ambassador Fields graduated from Arm- 
strong College (B.A., 1960). He was born 
January 13, 1937, in San Pedro, CA. Ambas- 
sador Fields served in the U.S. Army, 1955- 
57. He is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Vienna, VA. 


Nomination of William Henry Gerald 
FitzGerald To Be United States 
Ambassador to Ireland 


May 7, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William Henry Gerald Fitz- 
Gerald, of the District of Columbia, to be 
Ambassador to Ireland. He would succeed 
Richard Anthony Moore. 

Since 1959, Mr. FitzGerald has served as 
president of the FitzGerald Corp. in Wash- 
ington, DC. In addition, he serves as vice 
chairman of the African Development Foun- 
dation; and as chairman of the Atlantic Coun- 
cil of the United States Foundation. Mr. Fitz- 
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Gerald founded and was chairman of the 
board of the North American Housing Corp., 
1972-89. 

Mr. FitzGerald graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy (B.S., 1931). He was born 
December 23, 1909, in Boston, MA. Mr. 
FitzGerald served in the U.S. Navy, 1941- 
48. He is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Princeton Nathan 
Lyman To Be United States 
Ambassador to South Africa 

May 7, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Princeton Nathan Lyman, 
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister, to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of South Af- 
rica. He would succeed William Lacy Swing. 

Since 1989, Dr. Lyman has served as Di- 
rector of the Bureau for Refugee Programs 
at the U.S. Department of State. Prior to this, 
he served as Ambassador to the Federal Re- 
public of Nigeria, 1986-89; Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs at the 
Department of State, 1981-86; and as Direc- 
tor of the Office of Inter-African Affairs at 
the Department of State, 1980-81. 

Dr. Lyman graduated from the University 
of California (A.B., 1957); Harvard Univer- 
sity (M.A., 1959; Ph.D., 1961). He was born 
November 20, 1935, in San Francisco, CA. 
Dr. Lyman is married, has three children, 
and resides in Chevy Chase, MD. 


Remarks to Firefighters and Law 
Enforcement Personnel in Los 
Angeles 

May 8, 1992 


Let me just say I’m very pleased that the 
Governor’s with us and Senator Seymour’s 
with us. And really, what we did is to want 
to come over here and, one, see where some 
of the action stemmed from, but mainly to 
thank the firefighters and the patrolmen for 
a heroic job well done. 
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You know, at a time like this you think 
of your faith, and you remember that the 
Bible talked about, “Blessed are the peace- 
makers.” Well, I must say, when I think of 
the firefighters and the highway patrol, I 
think of what you have done and, frankly, 
do all the time in keeping the peace and re- 
storing the peace. You certainly have the 
gratitude, you may not know it, but you have 
the gratitude of people all across this country. 

I wanted to just recite a fact or two that 
you all know but the rest of the country might 
not. There were almost 6,000 fires oneal 
to, nearly 12,000 arrests, thousands of build- 
ings saved along with untold lives. That, I 
would say, is just one of the legacies of your 
work, and there was another one: You 
showed that people that would wantonly de- 
stroy, wantonly terrorize, wantonly kill their 
fellow citizens were not going to prevail. 
What you did took a good deal of courage, 
whether it was the patrol, whether it was the 
firefighters. I salute you for that, the country 
salutes you for that. And I think your very 
presence restored a sense of civility to an oth- 
erwise outrageous situation. 

Yesterday, I was privileged to go to a me- 
morial service—it was National Day of Pray- 
er—at Reverend E.V. Hill’s church. When 
I mentioned those who worked to restore the 
law, the police, et cetera, why, it broke out 
in spontaneous applause. People are very 
grateful in the neighborhoods for all that you 
have done. 

I heard a lot of stories, anecdotes about 
what went on. They told me about Rich 
Perez, the lone gunman, the only armed offi- 
cer guarding L.A.’s traffic control center. 
And these rioters came in and tried to break 
down the doors. Somehow, he managed to 
convince the rioters that they had met their 
match, and they turned away. And the traffic 
control system was safe and sound, and a leg- 
end was born. 

I’ve just come from the hospital from see- 
ing one of your own, one of the firefighters’ 
own, Scott Miller. You talk about courage 
and you talk the way his fellow firefighters 
helped him, it’s a great lesson for our whole 
country. Incidentally, he’s a courageous man. 
They told me that what had happened to him 
was serious. But they also told me, the doc- 
tor, that because of his spirit, the same spirit 
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so many of you exemplified, that he’s going 
to make it. He’s fighting hard, and his wife 
was there and his kids—his kids weren’t, but 
they were together as a family. I'll tell you, 
the doctors and nurses are rallying around, 
and he’s getting the best possible care. 

But here was another example of an inno- 
cent guy going out to help others, taking a 
shot from some hoodlum going by in a car. 
And we just cannot condone that sense of 
violence, that kind of violence, anywhere in 
this country for whatever reason. There’s no 
explaining it. There’s no rationalizing it. And 
I will try to take that message to the country 
day in and day out. 

There was Captain Kaemmerer, a captain 
of a fire company which doused flames at 
an ammunition shop in the face of gunfire. 
Here’s a guy going into what you might call 
a hostile environment anyway, firefighting 
captain, and fighting that. 

We all know the case of the LAPD’s Mi- 
chael Strawberry, Darryl’s brother. Darryl 
said, “Michael was my rock.” Well, that’s 
fine. And the LAPD have many, many such 
rocks, people doing a job and doing it well. 
And you were rocks, saving buildings and sav- 
ing lives. These pictures that I was handed, 
I mean I'll tell, they make a profound impres- 
sion on—I’m sure they make an impression 
on firefighters, but they make a profound im- 
pression on the layman to think about bat- 
tling something this powerful and doing it 
with the heroism and the dedication you do. 

So, really, what I wanted to do is drop in 
here trying to do it just as President of the 
United States, trying to leave the politics 
back there somewhere on the Potomac and 
come out here to see what I could see with 
my eyes and to give my heartfelt thanks to 
those—in this instance, highway patrolmen, 
firefighters—who have done so much for 
their country. 

So that’s my message, and it’s a profound 
one in a sense that today and yesterday it 
was the riots in Los Angeles, tomorrow it'll 
be something else. And over the last years 
it’s always been the same, the dedication, the 
selfless dedication. I don’t want to think any 
of you guys would say you’re overpaid, but 
you're doing something for your fellow man, 
and that in itself means an awful lot to your 
country. 
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So thank you, and may God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:51 a.m. at 
Fire Station No. 26. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 


Remarks to Military and Law 
Enforcement Personnel in Los 
Angeles 


May 8, 1992 


Thank you all. Thank you very, very much, 
and I’m just delighted to be here. I first 
would salute all that participated in keeping 
the peace, guaranteeing the peace, fighting 
against those who wanted to break the peace. 
And the events of the past 10 days, not just 
for the people of Los Angeles, but people 
in the rest of the country have been packed 
with emotion, raw and intense. 

And in my time out here I’ve heard the 
shouts of anger and heard some whispered 
prayers yesterday in a lovely ecumenical 
church service. We’ve seen utter devastation, 
all of you have, that have looked around the 
streets at all. We’ve seen the beginnings of 
restoration. And we’ve seen the worst that 
human beings can do, and then we've seen 
some of the very best. 

So, I really wanted to come over here and 
thank all of you, the LAPD, the members 
of the military, the Guard and the regulars, 
both marines. And I think what this particu- 
lar group and others that I just met with, 
the highway patrolmen, firefighters, are say- 
ing to the country is that we stand to defend 
decency and honor; we stand to defend and 
pretect the honest men and women in this 
country. And that’s the message that I think 
has gone out. And you did what’s right, and 
you did what’s demanded of you. 

And yesterday in this little church service, 
I mentioned, I mentioned the police officers, 
particularly singled them out and the place 
broke into spontaneous applause for those of- 
ficers that are out there bringing civil tran- 
quility to this country. And I salute the three. 
And then I want to single out and salute also 
the Federal law enforcement officers who 
worked side by side with many of you who 
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were on the streets. The special agents from 
the FBI, the Bureau of Prisons people, the 
marshals, the border patrol, all were out 
there assisting the police in stopping the ter- 
rible violence and the looting. And of course, 
again, the local police officials, the LAPD, 
the officers on the beat who have the tough- 
est job in the world. And I came, really, just 
to thank each and every one of you who 
worked around the clock to restore order. 

I might say, I’ve just come from the hos- 
pital where I saw a young firefighter who was 
wantonly shot in the head. He’s driving his 
fire truck, hook and ladder truck, to put out 
a fire and some hoodlum comes alongside 
and shoots him. He’s fighting right this 
minute for his very life. But it makes me 
grateful as a citizen of this country that you 
have courageous people like that willing to 
undergo the trauma that he is facing right 
now. So we can all maybe say a prayer for 
Scott and just hope that he makes it. 

The men and women of the Armed Forces 
were out minding your own business when 
the call came. But I really believe this: that 
when it became clear—and I’ve talked to the 
Governor who’s with me here today about 
it, talked to the Mayor of this city—but when 
it became clear that not only the Guard but 
the regulars were willing to respond and 
would be there, I think the very fact that 
the military was here, prepared to do what 
was necessary, served as an enormously in- 
hibiting factor from those hoodlums that 
wanted to disrupt the civil tranquility of Los 
Angeles; indeed, of our country. 

So, once again, I salute you for that. And 
even more fundamentally, I salute all of you 
who serve in uniform of the military for the 
United States of America. You have our pro- 
found thanks and gratitude. 

I will do my level-best as President to work 
to help solve the problems in the commu- 
nities. I pledge that. I’m going to go back 
to Washington—have more to say about that 
next week. But I'll tell you this: I will remain 
the President who strongly supports the law 
enforcement community in this country and 
who strongly supports our military. Without 
you, we would not enjoy the peace and tran- 
quility that a lot of the rest of the country 
is enjoying right now. So thank you very 
much to each and every one of you who par- 
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ticipated in any way in helping this great city 
of Los Angeles. 

And the last point is this: I went around 
to a lot of the communities. And I have a 
genuine feeling in my heart that Los Angeles 
is going to bounce right on back and be this 
great city that it’s always been. 

So may God bless everybody here from 
Los Angeles, and my profound thanks to the 
rest of you. God bless you all. Thank you 
so very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:22 a.m. at 
the Los Angeles Coliseum. In his remarks, 
he referred to Scott Miller, a Los Angeles fire- 
fighter who was injured during the disturb- 
ances. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks to Community Leaders in 
Los Angeles 


May 8, 1992 


I would get off to a bad start if I didn’t 
say what I think everybody else is feeling, 
and I want to just congratulate Larisse for 
that marvelous rendition of the Star-Span- 
gled Banner. 

And may I first thank all of you for being 
here today. I think they were introduced at 
the very beginning, but I want to single out 
two members of my Cabinet, Secretary Lou 
Sullivan of HHS and Secretary Jack Kemp 
from Housing and Urban Development who 
are here with me. We've really had a good 
tour. I want to salute Senator Seymour, Gov- 
ernor Wilson, who’s been at my side, both 
of them, as we’ve made this tour through the 
city. Pat Saiki of SBA, the Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration, came out 
early and she is on the ground and doing 
a first-class job. And of course, I would like 
to also salute Mayor Tom Bradley who has 
been so extraordinarily helpful on this visit. 
And I’m not going to forget the inspirational 
leader of the Challenger, Lou Dantzler. 

I would also say to the city officials that 
I can just imagine, given what you all have 
been through, the headache that this visit has 
caused. And I promise you we plan to leave 
right on schedule so things can get back to 
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normal. But I want to thank everybody in- 
volved in facilitating this visit that came, I’m 
sure, at a very complicated time for the city. 
The Governor, the Mayor, the police, the 
L.A. community, everyone has been just fan- 
tastic. 

And let me say I am truly heartened by 
the speed with which the millions of dollars 
of Federal relief have reached the city, from 
FEMA grants to the small business loans to 
urgent food aid. And I salute David Kearns 
and others who came here to coordinate not 
to dictate, not to try to dominate but to co- 
ordinate with the city and local officials. And 
I’m very pleased to see that there is smooth 
coordination, everyone pulling together on 
the Federal, State, and local level. 

It was important I feel that, as President, 
I come here to Los Angeles. The community 
has been the site of a terrible tragedy. Not 
just for you who were impacted the most, 
but for our entire country. And everyone 
around the world feels this trauma, everyone 
who looks to us as a model of freedom and 
justice. 

And that’s why I want to say just a few 
things about my visit, to speak to you about 
what I’ve seen in this city and, most impor- 
tantly, as I said at that marvelous ecum#€nical 
church service yesterday at Mt. Zion, we are 
one people, we are one family, we are one 
Nation under God. And so I want to speak 
about our course as a nation. 

I can hardly imagine. I try, but I can hardly 
imagine the fear and the anger that people 
must feel to terrorize one another and burn 
each other’s property. But I saw remarkable 
signs of hope right next to the tragic signs 
of hatred. This marvelous institution, this 
boys and girls club stands unscarred, facing 
a burned-out block. And its leader is this 
wonderful man next to me, Lou Danizler. 
And he started it on the back of an old pickup 
truck with a group of kids that wanted to 
get off the street. And its existence proves 
the power of our better selves. And let’s 
never forget it, and let’s count our blessings. 

Now let me personalize it a little bit and 
tell you why clubs like this matter. A story 
about a little kid, Rudy Campbell. I saw him 
on television. He looked about 8 years old. 
His father was murdered a few years back, 
and I didn’t see his mother. Rudy is raised 
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by his 22-year-old sister who has five kids 
of her own. And he lives in South Central. 
Think about what he has already been 
through. Now he says he fears that things 
will only get “badder and badder and 
badder.” And it breaks your heart, and our 
children deserve better than that. 

I talked a week ago about the law and the 
pursuit of justice. And today I want to talk 
about what went wrong in L.A. and the un- 
derlying causes of the root problems. It can 
all be debated, and it should be, but not to 
assign blame. Casting blame gets us abso- 
lutely nowhere. Honest talk and principled 
action can move us forward. And that’s what 
we've got to do for Rudy; that’s what we’ve 
got to do for our children, these kids right 
here. 

This tragedy seemed to come suddenly, 
but I think we would all agree it’s been many 
years in the making. I know it will take time 
to put things right. I could have said “put 
things right again,” but that would miss a 
point I want to make: Things weren’t right 
before a week ago Wednesday. Things aren’t 
right in too many cities across our country. 
And we must not return to the status quo. 
Not here, not in any city where the system 
perpetuates failure and hatred and poverty 
and despair. 

Most Americans now recognize some un- 
pleasant realities. Let me just spend a minute 
on those. For many years we've tried many 
different programs. All of them, let’s under- 
stand this, had noble intentions to meet the 
need of adequate housing or education or 
health care. Much of it went to construct 
what has been known as “the safety net,” a 
compassionate safety net to provide security 
and stability for people in need. Many other 
programs and policies aimed at stemming the 
tide of urban violence and drugs and crime 
and social decay. 

And we have spent huge sums of money. 
Some estimates are as high as $3 trillion over 
25 years. And even in the last decade Federal 
spending went up for these kinds of efforts, 
everything from child care to welfare to 
health care has been the subject of some 
Commission or report or study. 

But where this path has taken us I think 
we would all agree is not really where we 
wanted to go. Put away the studies and just 
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look around. For anyone who cares about our 
young people, it is painful that in 1960 the 
percentage of births to unwed mothers was 
5 percent, and now it is 27 percent. It’s hard 
to read about a young black man dying when 
the odds are almost one out of two that he 
was murdered. Kids used to carry their 
lunches to school, and the parents that I’ve 
talked to know that today some kids carry 
guns. I’m afraid some of you kids, you know 
that, too. Everyone knows that drug and alco- 
hol abuse are serious problems almost every- 
where. 

In the wake of the L.A. riots, in the wake 
of a lost generation of inner city lives, can 
any one of us argue that we have solved the 
problems of poverty and racism and crime? 
And the answer clearly is no. Some programs, 
ones like Head Start or Aid to the Elderly, 
have shown some time-tested, positive re- 
sults. All programs were well-intentioned; I 
understand that very, very well. Many simply 
have not worked. 

Our welfare system does not get people 
off of welfare, it keeps people trapped there. 
The statistics are sobering. The reality is so- 
bering. The sum and substance is this: The 
cities are in serious trouble, and too many 
of our citizens are in trouble. And it doesn’t 
really have to be this way. 

Government has an absolute responsibility 
to solve this problem, these problems. I’m 
talking about all levels of government. And 
I’ve taken a hard look at what the Govern- 
ment can do and how it can help commu- 
nities with concerns that really matter: how 
people can own property, own their own 
home, start a business, create jobs, and en- 
sure that people, not Government, make the 
big decisions that affect the health and the 
education and the care of one’s own family. 

Think of the way that the world looks right 
now to the single mother on welfare. Govern- 
ment provides you just enough cash for the 
bare necessities. Government tells you where 
you can live, where your kids go to school. 
And when you’re sick, Government tells you 
what kind of care you get and when. And 
if you find a job, the Government cuts the 
welfare benefits. And if you save, if you man- 
age to put a little money away, maybe to- 
wards a home or to help your kid get through 


college, the Government says, hey, welfare 
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fraud. Every one of those things happen with 
the system that we have in place right now. 
And then we wonder, why can’t folks on wel- 
fare take control of their lives? Where’s their 
sense of responsibility? 

Well, if we had set out to devise a system 
that would perpetuate dependency, a system 
that would strip away dignity and personal 
responsibility, I guess we could hardly have 
done better than the system that exists today. 
Every American knows that it is time for a 
fresh approach, a radical change in the way 
we oe at welfare and the inner city econ- 
omy. 

Every hour of meetings yesterday—and 
they were, for me, very emotional, very mov- 
ing—confirmed why I believe in the plan that 
we have proposed for urban America. I kept 
hearing Ate like ownership, independence, 
dignity, enterprise, a lot of time from people 
who have never had a shot at dignity or enter- 
prise or ownership. And it reinforced my be- 
lief that we must start with a set of principles 
and policies that foster personal responsibil- 
ity, that refocus entitlement programs to 
serve those who are most needy, and increase 
the effectiveness of Government service 
through competition and true choice. 

I believe in keeping power closer to the 
people, using States as laboratories for inno- 
vation. We cannot figure it all out back in 
Washington, DC, in some subcommittee or 
in the White House. And I believe in policies 
that encourage entrepreneurship, increase 
investment, create jobs. 

And these form the heart of the agenda 
for economic opportunity that I want to men- 
tion here. Families can’t thrive, children can’t 
learn, jobs can’t flourish in a climate of fear, 
however. And so first is our responsibility to 
preserve the domestic order. And a civilized 
society cannot tackle any of the really tough 
problems in the midst of chaos. And you 
know and I know it’s just that simple. Vio- 
lence and brutality destroy order, destroy the 
rule of law. And violence must never be 
rationalized. Violence must always be con- 
demned. 

We can reclaim our crime-ravaged neigh- 
borhoods through a new initiative that we call 
“Weed and Seed.” And today I’m announc- 
ing a $19-million “Weed and Seed” operation 
for the city of Los Angeles to weed out the 
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drug dealers and career criminals and then 
seed those neighborhoods with expanded 
educational employment and social services. 
With safe and secure neighborhoods we can 
spark an economic revival in urban America. 

And so, the second part of the agenda is 
to ask Congress to take action on enterprise 
zones. With a zero capital gains rate—create 
these zones with a zero capital gains rate for 
entrepreneurs and investors who locate busi- 
nesses and create jobs right here in America’s 
inner cities. 

And yes, I recognize that at the same time, 
we must help States bring innovation to the 
welfare systems. And at the Federal level, 
we've got to reform our own AFDC rules; 
stop penalizing people who want to work and 
save. These are the people who are mus- 
tering the individual initiative to get off wel- 
fare. And we've got to pledge ourselves to, 
at the Federal level, change the rules that 
keep them from doing just that. 

Three: safe, drug-free schools are places 
where our children can learn, but that’s not 
enough. We've got to revolutionize our 
schools through community action, through 
competition, through innovation, through 
choice: principles at the heart of the strategy 
that we call America 2000. We must give 
children, these kids, these kids right here, 
the same opportunity as kids out in the sub- 
urbs. 

And the fourth point: we must promote 
new hope through homeownership. People 
want a real stake, a real stake in their commu- 
nity, something of value that they can pass 
along to their kids. And that’s what this 
HOPE initiative does. It turns public housing 
tenants into homeowners 

Now, these are just the highlight of an ac- 
tion agenda to bring hope and opportunity 
back to our inner cities. We have other ideas 
to try as well. Many in this room have innova- 
tive ideas they're trying right now. 

My first order of business upon my return 
to Washington will be to build a bipartisan 
effort in support of immediate action on this 
agenda. And I know some will say, well, 
you've proposed all this before, and that’s 
true, they're right. And I’m proposing it 
again. Because really we must try something 
new. We’ve got to try something new. It does 
not take a social scientist to know that we 
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must think differently. We've tried the old 
ways of thinking. And now, as Lincoln says, 
“It is time to think anew.” 

And our approach is really a radical break 
from the policies of the past. It’s new. Yes, 
it’s new because it’s never been tried before. 
And for the sake of the people of South 
Central, and the people in America’s inner 
cities everywhere, I will work with the Con- 
gress to act now on this commonsense agen- 
da. 

You've been through an awful lot. You’ve 
been through an awful lot. And when I saw 
the verdict in the King case my reaction was 
the same as yours; I told the Nation that. 
But I remain confident in our system of jus- 
tice. And when I saw the violence and rage 
erupt in your streets my reaction was the 
same as yours. We all knew we had to restore 
order. And when I saw and read about the 
heroic acts of firefighters and police or the 
selfless acts of so many citizens, my reaction 
was one of relief, one of hope for the future. 

This morning I stopped by the hospital, 
Cedar, to see a young fireman who had in 
wantonly shot in the head as he was driving 
a fire truck to go out and put out fires that 
were ravaging somebody's neighborhood, 
maybe yours. The man’s fighting for his life. 
And I think when we all go home we ought 
to pray for him. 

In the very short time that I’ve been out 
here I could sense that the real anguish in 
south central L.A. is a parent’s concern about 
the kids, neighbors’ concerns about the kids. 
And people are worried sick about the chil- 
dren. All must agree that whatever we do 
must be about the children. These kids are 
our future. And our actions in the wake of 
the tragedy are for them, not just here in 
Los Angeles. This is showcased now because 
of what you’ve been through, but it’s all 
across the country. 

And so for these remarks I‘ve mentioned 
what Government can do. And now let me 
talk just a little about what society must do. 
And yes, we have tried hard, spent a lot of 
money and haven’t solved the problems. And 
some critics say that we are a morally, spir- 
itually, and intellectually bankrupt nation. I 
don’t believe that for one single minute. And, 
yes, we have problems. We have tough prob- 
lems to solve. But we remain the freest and 
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the fairest and the most just and the most 
decent country on the face of the entire 
Earth. And we now—I know that we have 
the drive and the gumption to prevail over 
these problems we face. 

Tom Bradley, your Mayor, was among a 
group of mayors who came to see me last 
January. He and I may differ on how we ap- 
proach one Federal program or another. But 
I’ve repeated often what he and others said 
to me that day. They said that the most im- 
portant problem facing our cities is the dis- 
solution, the decline of the American family. 
And they’re absolutely right. He was right; 
a mayor from a tiny town in North Carolina, 
he was right. The decline of the family is 
something we must be concerned about. And 
history tells us that society cannot succeed 
without some fundamental building blocks in 
place. 

The state of our Nation is the state of our 
communities. And good communities are 
safe and decent. And the young people are 
cared for and they’re instilled with character 
and values and good habits for life. Good 
communities have good schools. And they 
provide opportunity and hope, rooted in the 
dignity of work and reward for achievement. 

And that’s why guaranteeing a hopeful fu- 
ture for the children of our cities is about 
a lot more than rebuilding burned-out build- 
ings. It’s about the love right here under this 
roof. It’s about building a new American 
community. It’s about rebuilding bonds be- 
tween individuals and among ethnic groups 
and among races. And we must not let our 
diversity destroy us. It is central, you see, 
it is central to our strength as a nation. 

Our ability to live and work together has 
really made America the inspiration to the 
entire world. Across this country tens of 
thousands of groups, hundreds of thousands 
of individuals who have never been involved 
before, who will never be paid one single 
nickel for their efforts, must become partners 
in solving our most serious social problems. 

The people right here in this room know 
exactly what I’m talking about. An officer in 
the LAPD who’s a board chairman right 
here, I believe, in this organization, giving 
of his time, he knows what I’m talking about. 
Government alone cannot create the scale 
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and energy needed to transform the lives of 
the people in need. 

And I look around this auditorium and I 
am preaching to the choir because you're the 
ones that have your sleeves rolled up in your 
churches and in your communities, trying to 
help the other guy. In my conversations with 
the leaders of L.A.’s many communities, I 
heard over and over again that L.A. has many 
of the answers within itself. 

I see our friend Bill Milliken here. He lives 
halfway across the country. There are four 
of his Cities in School programs, helping chil- 
dren learn here. And many members of a 
group called 100 Black Men, an inspirational 
group, they mentor, for those not familiar 
with it, they mentor to the kids, the boys in 
south central. 

Now, if instead of 4, there were 25 Cities 
in School programs, and instead of 100, 
10,000 black men working with boys, and so 
on with the hundreds of people in groups 
that work with the kids, there is no question 
that what happened last week wouldn’t have 
been as bad. And so it only makes sense that 
a large part of our challenge is to dramatically 
expand in community after community the 
scale of what we already know works. 

The phrase that I’ve repeated a lot and 
perhaps more than any other is worth repeat- 
ing: From now on in America, any definition 
of a successful life must include serving oth- 
ers. And when we look to restoring a decent 
and hopeful future for our children, I mean 
this about every community. 

First, every group and institution in Amer- 
ica, schools, businesses, churches, certainly, 
must do its part. We must praise what works 
and share what works. 

And secondly, all leaders, all leaders— 
must mobilize and inspire their people to 
take action. 

And third, community centers must link 
those that care with those that are crying out 
for help. 

And fourth, with respect, the media needs 
to show from time to time what’s working, 
needs to cover what is working. And that way 
would help us share, that would really help 
us share and repeat these successes many 
times over. 

And finally, this one perhaps a little tech- 
nical, but we’ve got to change our liability 
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laws that frighten people away from helping 
others. We ought to care for each other more 
and sue each other less. 

But there’s something else. There’s some- 
thing else that society must cultivate that 
Government cannot possibly provide. Some- 
thing we can’t legislate, something we can’t 
establish by Government order. And I’m talk- 
ing about the moral sense that must guide 
us all. The simplest, I guess the simplest way 
to put it is, I’m talking about knowing right 
from wrong and then trying to do what’s 
right. 

Let me come back again to the little boy 
I spoke about earlier, Rudy Campbell. Re- 
member, “badder, badder, badder?” There’s 
a lesson he learned that survived the horror 
and the hate. And in the midst of all the 
chaos, in the midst of so much that’s gone 
wrong, he knows what’s right. When he was 
asked about the violence, here’s what he said: 
“They should know what's right and wrong. 
Because when I was four, that’s what I 
learned.” 

Now, that has got to give us hope. May 
God bless the person who cared enough to 
teach that little guy right from wrong. But 
it’s up to us to guarantee that all the millions 
of kids like him grow up in a better America. 

And I believe we are right about family. 
We're right about freedom and free enter- 
prise. And we're right with respect to the 
clergymen here and the church men and 
church women here. We are right about 
faith. And most of all, we are right about 
America’s future. 

You see, I fervently believe that we have 
the strength and the spirit in our Govern- 
ment. You can see it here today in our com- 
munities and in ourselves to transform Amer- 
ica into the nation that we have dreamed of 
for generations. 

May God bless each and every one of you 
in your work. And thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:18 a.m. at 
the Challenger Boys and Girls Club. In his 
remarks, he referred to William Milliken, 
former Governor of Michigan. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 
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Proclamation 6430—Mother’s Day, 
1992 


May 8, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


When we Americans observed a National 
Day of Prayer earlier this week, we not only 
gave thanks for our many blessings but also 
prayed for the renewal of our Nation’s moral 
heritage, beginning with that most precious 
and important of institutions: The family. It 
seems fitting, therefore, that we observe 
Mother’s Day while those prayers still echo 
in our thoughts. A mother is the heart of the 
family and the light of the home, and the 
love and values that she imparts to her chil- 
dren profoundly influence the character of 
our communities and country. 

“All that I am,” said John Quincy Adams, 
“my mother made me.” Who of us could not 
say likewise? A mother is her child’s first and 
most influential teacher, and the lessons that 
one learns through her love and example last 
a lifetime. Ranging from simple lessons about 
courtesy and kindness to poignant lessons 
about duty, honor, patience, and forgiveness, 
they guide us even as we rear children of 
our own. Indeed, the older we become, the 
more deeply we appreciate our mother’s wis- 
dom—as well as the many worries and sac- 
rifices that she has endured for our sake. 

Today, as we honor all women who, by 
virtue of giving birth or through marriage or 
adoption, are mothers, we remember espe- 
cially those who—despite even the most dif- 
ficult social and economic circumstances— 
help their children to grow in love of God 
and neighbor and in understanding of the 
difference between right and wrong. 
Through their faith and courage, and through 
the unconditional love and acceptance that 
are the mark of motherhood, these women 
give their children hope, self-esteem, and di- 
rection. In so doing, they give them keys to 
a brighter future. 

In grateful recognition of the contributions 
that mothers everywhere make to their fami- 
lies and to the Nation, the Congress, by a 
joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 
Stat. 771), has designated the second Sunday 
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in May each year as “Mother’s Day” and re- 
quested the President to call for its appro- 
priate observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim that Sunday, May 10, 1992, 
be observed as Mother’s Day. I urge all 
Americans to express their love and respect 
for their mothers on this day; to reflect on 
the importance of motherhood to our fami- 
lies and Nation; and to ask for God’s blessing 
upon each. I also direct Federal officials to 
display the flag of the United States on all 
Federal buildings, and I encourage all citi- 
zens to display the flag at their homes and 
other suitable places on that day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:35 p.m., May 8, 1992 


Note: This proclamation will be published in 
the Federal Register on May 12. 


Proclamation 6431—Public Service 
Recognition Week, 1992 


May 8, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Good government is a reflection of the 
men and women who make it that way, and 
we Americans owe a great debt of gratitude 
to our Nation’s 20 million public employees. 
Through their dedicated efforts at nas Fed- 
eral, State, and local levels, these men and 
women help to ensure our freedom, safety, 
security, and progress. Theirs is a noble yet 
challenging mission, and it is fitting that we 
set aside a week in their honor. 

All public employees are dedicated to up- 
holding the principles enshrined in our Con- 
stitution. They help to establish justice and 
ensure domestic tranquility by defending law 
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and order in our communities and by provid- 
ing for the day-to-day operation of our courts 
and corrections facilities; they provide for the 
common defense by supporting our military 
bases and by maintaining our transportation 
networks; and they promote the general wel- 
fare by conducting biomedical research, by 
ensuring the safety of our food supply, and 
by administering programs to aid citizens in 
need and preserve our environment. Finally, 
public employees help to secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity by 
educating our children, by preserving historic 
documents and landmarks, and by ensuring 
the integrity of public elections. The con- 
tributions of government workers in these 
and countless other fields of endeavor have 
helped make possible the freedom and pros- 
perity that we Americans enjoy today. 

Americans who have chosen to engage in 
public service are making a profound dif- 
ference in the lives of their neighbors and 
in the future of this country. For all their 
work to better the life of each American, they 
deserve our recognition and support. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
430, has designated the week beginning May 
4, 1992, as Public Service Recognition Week 
and requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of May 4 through 
May 10, 1992, as Public Service Recognition 
Week. I encourage all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate programs and ac- 
tivities in honor of the dedicated men and 
women who serve our Nation as employees 
of Federal, State, and local government. I 
also invite young Americans to learn more 
about the important and rewarding work that 
is done by public employees and to consider 
devoting their talents and energy toward ca- 
reers in government. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


May 8 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:39 a.m., May 11, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation will be published in 
the Federal Register on May 12. 


Nomination of Alexander Fletcher 
Watson To Be United States 
Ambassador to Brazil 


May 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Alexander Fletcher Watson, 
of Massachusetts, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, class of Career Min- 
ister, to be Ambassador to the Federative Re- 
public of Brazil. He would succeed Richard 
Huntington Melton. 

Since 1989 Mr. Watson has served as Dep- 
uty Representative to the United Nations. 
Prior to this, he served as the U.S. Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Peru, 1986-89; and 
Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy 
in Brasilia, Brazil, 1984-86. From 1981 to 
1984, Mr. Watson served as Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Bogota, 
Colombia. 

Mr. Watson graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege (A.B., 1961) and University of Wisconsin 
(M.A., 1969). He was born August 8, 1939, 
in Boston, MA. Mr. Watson is married, has 
two children, and resides in New York, NY. 


Nomination of William Graham 
Walker To Be United States 
Ambassador to Argentina 


May 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William Graham Walker, 
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador to Argentina. He would 
succeed Terence A. Todman. 

Ambassador Walker served as the U.S. 
Ambassador to El Salvador, 1988-92. Prior 
to this, he served at the Department of State 
as a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Office 
of Inter-American Affairs 1985-88; Deputy 
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Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in La 
Paz, Bolivia, 1982-84; and as Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 1980-82. 
Ambassador Walker graduated from the 
University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 
1960). He was born June 1, 1935, in Kearney, 
NJ. Ambassador Walker is married, has four 
children, and resides in Rockville, MD. 


Proclamation 6432—Infant Mortality 
Awareness Day, 1992 


May 8, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In recent years, our Nation has made sig- 
nificant and encouraging progress in its ef- 
forts to improve the health of mothers and 
infants. The Department of Health and 
Human Services reports that, in 1991, the 
infant mortality rate was 8.9 deaths per 1,000 
live births—the lowest ever recorded and a 
continued decline from previous years. This 
decrease can be attributed to a number of 
factors, including advances in science and 
technology, which have enabled us to save 
the lives of babies who are born prematurely 
or who develop dangerous conditions while 
still in the womb. 

While we are justly proud of these ad- 
vances and of the excellent standards of care 
provided in our Nation’s neonatal intensive 
care units, we know that there is still much 
work to do. Several important indicators of 
maternal and child health, such as incidence 
of low birth weight and receipt of prenatal 
care, have not shown desired improvements. 
Moreover, the percentage of babies born to 
teenage mothers and the number of pregnant 
women who used one or more illegal sub- 
stances during their pregnancies have in- 
creased. On this occasion, therefore, we 
renew our commitment to promoting mater- 
nal and child health—beginning with high 
quality prenatal care throughout pregnancy. 

Although government cannot fulfill the 
primary responsibility of parents in caring for 
their children, officials at the Federal, State, 
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and local levels have been working with 
health care professionals and other members 
of the private sector to help pregnant women 
protect the lives of their unborn children 
through proper nutrition and prenatal care. 
Prenatal care is especially important for 
women who are at increased medical or so- 
cial risk. Today, for example, black infants 
have twice the risk of dying before their first 
birthday than do white infants. By expanding 
access to quality prenatal care and other fam- 
ily support services, we will alleviate tremen- 
dous ede suffering and ensure that every 
child receives the best possible start in life. 
In addition, because the cost of preventive 
care is much less than the cost of caring for 
infants with low birth weight and other 
health problems, our efforts have the poten- 
tial to produce substantial economic savings. 

As part of our national campaign to im- 
prove maternal and child health, we have 
launched the Healthy Start program, a pilot 
project designed to bring needed information 
and services to ee women and to cut 
existing rates of infant mortality by half in 
15 high-risk areas. Elements of the Healthy 
Start program include education about 
healthy life-styles, improved transportation to 
clinics and other medical facilities, the pool- 
ing of services to provide “one-stop shop- 
ping” for care, and smoking and drug abuse 
cessation programs. Our goal is to develop 
innovative programs that work, and then rep- 
licate them in other American communities. 
At the same time, we continue to promote 
wo awareness of ways that each of us can 

elp to improve maternal and child health 
in the United States. 

As an expression of our Nation’s commit- 
ment to further progress in the fight against 
infant mortality, the Congress, by House 
Joint Resolution 425, has designated May 10, 
1992, as “Infant Mortality Awareness Day” 
and requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 10, 1992, as Infant 
Mortality Awareness Day. I urge all Ameri- 
cans to observe this day with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of May, in the year 
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of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:59 a.m., May 11, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation will be published in 
the Federal Register on May 12. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





May 2 
Rosemarie Williams, of Riverside, CA 
May 4 


Volunteers of the Green Mountain Teen Insti- 
tute Spaulding High School, of Barre, VT 


May 5 


Volunteers of Community Outreach of Taylor 
University, of Upland, IN 


May 6 

Maria Santos de Blay, of Rio Piedras, PR 
May 7 

Volunteers of Adopt-A-Club, of Central, SC 
May 8 

Almon Madigan, of West Ganby, CT 





Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 
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May 2 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the county and the city of Los Ange- 
les, California, and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts 
in Los Angeles County, affected by fires dur- 
ing a period of civil disturbances beginning 
on April 29. 


May 3 

The President and Mrs. Bush, accom- 
panied by several family members attended 
morning church services at the Camp David 
Evergreen Chapel, where Lt. John Frusti, 
Camp David’s Chaplain, offered a prayer of 
reconciliation. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 


May 4 

The President held morning meetings at 
the White House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—-senior domestic advisers; 

—North American members of the Coun- 
cil for Sustainable Development; 

—the asthma and allergy poster child. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. Brady. 
Later, he attended the National Rehabilita- 
tion Hospital fundraiser at the Avenel Club 
in Potomac, MD. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of California and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by earth- 
quakes and aftershocks beginning on April 
25. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Paul A. Vander Myde, of Virginia, 
to be a member of the Council of the Admin- 
istrative Conference of the United States for 
a term of 3 years. He would succeed R. 
Carter Sanders, Jr. Currently Mr. Vander 
Myde serves as vice president for corporate 
affairs of the VSE Corporation of Alexandria, 
VA. 
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The President announced his intention to 
designate Harold P. Freeman, of New York, 
as Chairman of the President’s Cancer Panel 
for a term of 1 year. This is a reappointment. 
Currently Dr. Freeman serves as director of 
surgery at the Harlem Hospital in New York, 
NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Charles B. Wilson, of California, to 
be a member of the National Cancer Advi- 
sory Board for a term expiring March 9, 
1998. He would succeed Kenneth Olden. 
Currently Dr. Wilson serves as director of 
the Brain Tumor Research Center at the 
University of California in San Francisco, 
CA. 


May 5 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Jack Kemp, Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; Lynn Martin, Sec- 
retary of Labor; Louis Sullivan, Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services; 
and Attorney General William Barr; 

The President also met with the Senate 
Republican Conference at the Capitol, and 
returned to the White House for lunch with 
the Vice President. 

In an afternoon ceremony on the State 
Floor, the President received diplomatic cre- 
dentials from Ambassadors Aurel-Dragos 
Munteanu of Romania, Juan Esteban Aguirre 
of Paraguay, and Oleh Hrygorovych Bilorus 
of Ukraine. 


May 6 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 
—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 
In the afternoon, the President traveled 
with Ukrainian President Kravchuk to Camp 
David, MD, for a brief visit. 
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In the evening, the President departed An- 
drews Air Force Base for Los Angeles, CA. 


May 7 

In the morning, the President toured the 
area damaged by the civil disturbances in 
south central Los Angeles. 

The President held meetings with: 

—State and local officials; 

—Hispanic economic development lead- 

ers; 

—the Presidential task force on civil dis- 

turbances in Los Angeles. 

The President accorded Jay Van Andel, of 
Michigan, the personal rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure as Commissioner General 
of the United States pavilion at the Inter- 
national Exposition in Genoa, Italy. Cur- 
rently Mr. Van Andel serves as chairman of 
the board of Amway Corp. in Ada, MI. 


May 8 

Following his morning address to Los An- 
geles community groups, the President re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Henry Clement Pitot III, of New 
York, to be a member of the President’s Can- 
cer Panel for a term expiring February 20, 
1995. He would succeed Geza J. Jako. Cur- 
rently Dr. Pitot serves as professor of oncol- 
ogy and pathology at the McArdle Lab- 
oratory for Cancer Research at the University 
of Wisconsin Medical School in Madison, 
WI. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted May 5 


Robert L. Barry, 

of New Hampshire, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, class of Career Min- 
ister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
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Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Indonesia. 


Reginald Bartholomew, 

of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Career 
Minister, to be the United States Permanent 
Representative on the Council of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, with the rank 
and status of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. 


Adrian A. Basora, 

of New Hampshire, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic. 


Arthur J. Rothkopf, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy 
Secretary of Transportation, vice James Bu- 
chanan Busey IV, resigned. 


Thomas C. Richards, 

of Texas, to be Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, vice James Bu- 
chanan Busey IV. 


Michael James Toohey, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation, vice Galen Joseph Reser, re- 


signed. 


Joseph J. DiNunno, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Defense 
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board for the re- 
mainder of the term expiring October 18, 
1995, vice Edson G. Case. 


Barry Zorthian, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board for International Broadcasting 
for a term expiring May 20, 1995 (reappoint- 
ment). 


Submitted May 6 


Peter Barry Teeley, 
of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Canada. 
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Peter Jon de Vos, 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the United Republic of Tanzania. 


Robert E. Gribbin III, 

of Alabama, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and  Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Central African Republic. 


Submitted May 7 


David C. Fields, 

of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 


William Henry Gerald FitzGerald, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to Ireland. 


Princeton Nathan Lyman, 

of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of South Africa. 


William Thornton Pryce, 

of Pennsylvania, a career member of the Sen- 
ior Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun- 
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Honduras. 


Teresita Currie Schaffer, 

of New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka and to serve concurrently and without 
additional compensation as Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of 
Maldives. 
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